
On December 29, 1996, a final peace agreement was signed between the
Guatemalan government and the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity (URNG),
bringing an end to 36 years of internai conflict. The final accord represents the best
hope in decades for transforming Guatemalan society into a fuller democracy based
on the rule of law and the broad participation of sectors historically excluded from
economic and political decision-making. This is a critical moment of transition in
which Guatemalan society, with the help of the international community, has an
opportunity to consolidate the peace process by eliminating the sources of social
conflict. It is an opportunity that may not come again.

The peace accords also afford a unique opportunity for the Canadian government,
NGOs and other sectors of Canadian civil society to re-assess their respective policy
options. To this end, the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development sponsored
a three month consultative process with a wide range of actors from Guatemalan civil
society which culminated in a one-day Roundtable to define priorities and proposais
for Canadian responses in the context of peace-building.

Representatives of Canadian and Guatemalan civil society organizations met in
Ottawa on March 17. The Roundtable was designed to generate ideas which
respond to the challenges of this transition period in Guatemala. The participants
were representatives of Guatemalan and Canadian NGOS as well as a representative
from the UN Verification Mission (MINUGUA) and a contributor to a UNDP-sponsored


