
that occurred in the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe" (From "Opinions Concerning the
Implementation of the Special Class-Struggle Involving the Suppression of Catholic and
Protestant Illegal Activities According ta Law," Tong Xiang, Zhejiang province, February,
1997).

Religion and the Growth of Democracy

This also suggests that people interested in democracy should attend more ta religion. For
example, the attention ta China's courageous pro-democracy activists is certainly deserved, but it
must be remembered that their fallowing is quite small. Yet there is littie attention ta China's
dissident churches, which at a conservative estimate number some 25 million (apart from 15
million in officiai churches) and are growing at 10 - 15% a year. The Far Lasi Economic Review,
in a 1997 caver story entitled "God is Back", reportcd one Beijing officiai as saying "If God had
the face of a seventy year old man, we wouldn't care if he was back. But he bas the face af
millions of 20-year-olds, so we are worried." The rapid growth of the only nation-wide
movement in China flot under gaverniment contrai meritspolifical attention.

.RELIGION AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Current Trends

Apart from the Balkan conflicts, the rise of Welfare in Turkey, the BJP ini India, and the growth
)f radical Islamicism, the following religious trends also merit political reflection:

1) The rapid growth of charismatic Protestantism in Latin America, and the now companion
7rowth of charismatuc Cathalicism. As Cambridge sociologist David Martin bas shown, these


