
for ciiromIumi concentratel.

Overail, Japan was thie ieadIng market for the. country's

exporta of metailie ores and conceTitrates. It purchased 
US$ 187

million or 85% of the. total. Southi Iorea and the. PeopIles

Republlc of Cina were a far second and 
third w1th a share of 6%

and 5t respect ivaly.

Mluiîng Processes

Copper mIlnIng In thie counitry utliZs open-pit minIng

operatioil whiOli conalots of drIlijfl.BTd I>iastIfl the. rock. Then

the. ores are hauled out of the. pit-in 
large-capacIty trucks. A

couple of copper minlTaq compaiiiel arie 'aiso Involved lni

»underground opratlonsl usIng the block cavIng techinique t11.

ln undergrounld oprat Ions, ýiie ores are moved througii

u nderground passagè ways to a c.ntraIiy. iocateà shaf t tiirough

which th.y are 11f ted to the. surface. Ali tiiese so -f ar

constitutes the mtnng~ stage.

Tiie milinfg stage s wiiers the, copper-baringC.minerais are

sparated Zrom the. ores. Tis <a usuaily done by select-ive

flotatlofl. Intially, thi. ores are crusiied Into pieces, the. s'2e

of peanits. Thiereafter. the. crusiied ores are f1nely grounded 80

that thie Individual minerai grains or particles are separated

from the ore. Thén,' th minertai bearlIng partîcies ln the powdered

ore are removed by flotatilin.

This process works on the abliitY af certain minerais to

dling to -the air bubbies lni water. Ciiemicai reagents calied

frothers [23 are added ta the solid-water mixture to condition

the. minerais to b. separated. The.air tubbles or frotii that


