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The public bector, which norunally accounts for a large
portion of mainfrante business, has slowed downi sine 1984.
The market, however. vas made up by the bankcing sector which
has heavily inve*ted to computerise operations in the last
f ive years or so. A large portion of sales in this segment
of the computer market canme f rom auxiliary components,
mainly ini the form of data communication networks.

To a considerable extent declining mainframe sales are due
to uncertainty and changes voncerning governinent procurenient
policy.

Procurement of computers costing over Baht 500,000 has to be
approved specifically by the National Computer Contmittee
(NCC> which ia said to be a cumbersome and time-consuming
procedu r.

Approvals (based on general guidelines laid down by the
NCC) for procurements lesa than Baht 500,000 are much easier
to obtain and this bas .ncouraged greater use of amaller
systems in government agencies.

The NCC announced that 997 public sector computer purchases
worth Baht 4,000 million out of 1,052 requests vorth Baht
4,400 million were approv.d during October 1984 to September
1987. <During October 1987 to May 1988, .200 projeota vers
requested vhile 100 projecta worth Baht 1,000 milion, have


