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The Heads of State or Government of Canada, The 
French Republic, The Federal Republic of Germany, The 
Republic of Italy, Japan, The United Kingdom and the 
United States, with the President of the Commission of the 
European Community, meeting together in Bonn on the eve of 
the fortieth anniversary of the end of the Second World 
War, remember in grief all those who lost their lives in 
that time, whether by acts of war or as victims of 
inhumanity, repression and tyranny. We acknow/edge the 
duty we owe to their memories, and to aid those who follow 
after them, to uphold peace, freedom and justice in our 
countries and in the world. 

We have learned the lessons of history. The end 
of the war marked a new beginning. As the sounds of 
battle ceased, we tackled the tasks of moral and spiritual 
renewal and physical reconstruction. Transcending the 
hostilities which had once divided-us we initiated on the 
basis of common values a process for reconciliation and 
cooperation amongst us. Today, linked in a peaceful, 
secure, and laeting friendship, we share in all our 
countries a commitment to freedom, democratic principles 
and human rights. We are proud that the governments of 
our countries owe their legitimacy to the will of our 
people, expressed in free elections. We are proud that 
our people are free to say and write what they will, to 
practise the religions they profess, and to travel where 
they will. We are committed to assuring the maintenance 
of societies in which individual initiative and enterprise 
may flourish and the ideals of social justice, obligations 
and rights may be pursued. 

We reccgnize that we can secure those aims, and 
meet both the opportunities and the challenges presented 
by technological and industrial change, more effectively 
in partnership than on our own. In Europe, the community, 
the embodiment of reconciliation and common purpose, is 
growing in membership, sti. ength and prosperity. The 
nations of the dynamic Pacific region are drawing even 
closer together. The partnership of North America, Europe 
and Japan is a guarantee of peace and stability in the 
world. 


