POLITICAL DECLARATION ON THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE END OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR
03 MAY 1985

The Heads of State or Government of Canada, The
French Republic, The Federal Republic of Germany, The
Republic of Italy, Japan, The United Kingdom and the
United States, with the President of the Commission of the
Eurcpean Community, meeting tcgether in Bonn on the eve of
the fortieth anniversary of the end of the Second World
War, remembter in grief all those who lost their lives in
that time, whether by acts of war or as victims of
inhumanity, repression and tyranny. We acknowledge the
duty we owe to their memories, and to aid those who follow

after them, to uphold peace, freedom and justice in our
countries and in the world.

We have learned the lessons of history. The end
of the war marked a new beginning. As the socunds of
battle ceased, we tackled the tasks of mcral and spiritual
renewal and physical reconstructicn. Transcending the
hestilities which had once cdivided-us we initiated cn the
basis of commeon values a process for reconciliation and
cooperation amongst us. Tcday, linked in a peaceful,
secure, and lasting friendship, we share in all our
countries a ccmmitment to freedom, demccratic principles
and human rights. We are proud that the governments of
our countries owe their legitimacy to the will of our
people, expressed in free elections. We are proud that
our people are free to say and write what they will, to
practise the religions they prcocfess, and to travel where
they will. We are ccmmitted to assuring the maintenance

of societies in which individual initiative and enterprise

may flcurish and the ideals of sccial justice, cobligaticns
andé rights may ke pursued.

We recognize that we can secure those ains, and
meet both the oppcrtunities and the challenges presented
by techneclegical and industrial change, more effectively
in partnership than on our own. In Europe, the community,
the emkodiment of reconciliation and common purpose, is
growing in membership, strength and prosperity. The
nations cf the dynamic Pacific region are drawing even
closer together. The partnership of North America, Eurocpe

and Japan is a guarantee of peace and stability in the
world.



