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In considering the resolutions before us, we are, how=-
ever, called on to decide whether it would be useful to give
further detailed examination to the proposal of the convening of
a world economic conference. In this connection, I am Sure, all
delegates would agree with our distinguished Vice-Chairman when
he expressed a need for international action which would unite
all economic sectors. Would a world economic conference help to
achieve this desirable goal? Would it be likely to achieve
concrete results of lasting practical importance? My Delegation
believes that the answer to both these questions is in the nega-
tive. :

When the Canadian Delegation spoke at ECOSOC as short
a time ago as last July, we referred to improvements in the
International political scene. It appeared then that closer
economic relations might be developing between the so-called
centrally planned economies and the economies of the West. It
is in present circumstances, however, likely that the early
convening of a world economic conference would do more harm than
good in promoting international trade co-operation. I admit,
Mr. Chairman, that this is a matter of judgment, but I think my
Judgment is borne out by recent events.

Secondly, my Delegation does not believe that an inter-

National economic conference could take useful, practical measures
which cannot now be taken through the United Nations and the
existing international bodies created for the purpose of promot-
ing world trade. It seems to our Delegation that to call an
international economic conference to discuss all the issues which
ave been indicated as a possible agenda would be to conflict
directly with the useful work which is now proceeding under the
8Uspices of the United Nations and other bodies. The result might
Well be less satisfactory on all fronts than would be possible by
& more constructive interest in the opportunities now available.

; My Delegation will, therefore, vote in favour of the
Seven-power draft Resolution L.301 concerning the development
of international economic co-operation and the expansion of world
trade. Had Resolution L.282 concerning a world economic confer-
énce been put to a vote, we would have voted against it. We,
ther?fore, find it necessary also to oppose the Resolution L.319
submitted by the Delegation of Poland and Yugoslavia. Since we
do not believe that a world economic conference would serve a
useful burpose, and we believe also that it would conflict with
the work which is beilng carried out by the United Nations and
g;?gr bgdies, we go nog beléeve 1t useful to support a recommen-

on from this Assembly that the Econo ic
consider the proposal further. = TRl e

I would like to conclude state t
the need for a practical approach toythis sﬁg?ecEY rgig;rigg -
aPproach has in the past benefited those countries who are will-
Ing to co-operate in the promotion of internatiomal econnein
CO-operation, and will do s¢o in the future. It is not new
Odies we need == it is solutions.




