
February 1955. When Prime Minister Edgar Faure took office the negotia-
tions were resumed and a protocole d'accord was signed on April 22, 1955.
The protocole was subsequently expanded into a series of Conventions which
were signed on lune 3 and ratified by the French Assembly on July 9 by a
vote of 540 to 43. The Franco-Tunisian Conventions transferred to Tunisia
a large measure of local autonomy; provided for the transfer of authority, by
stages, in matters of justice and internai security; reserved to France full con-
trol of foreign aiffairs and national defence; and envisaged a close and
continuing association of the two countries. A provisional Government was
formed on Septeniber 18, 1955, with M. Tahar ben Ammar as Prime Minister,
and the Bey of Tunis continuing as head of state. There was no request for
a discussion of the Tunisian question at the tenth session of the General As-
sembly in 1955.

While the French Governnient was preoccupied with the Tunisian nego-
tiations the situation in Morocco deteriorated seriously. Grave disorders
erupted on July 14, 1955 at Casablanca and in other urban centres. It became
apparent that the dynastic dispute between the supporters of the reigning Sul-
tan, Sidi Mohammed ben Moulay Arafa, and the followers of Sidi Mohammed
ben Youssef, the former Sultan who had been deposed in 1953, was a priniary
source of the dissension in Morocco. The nationalist uprising i which hundreds
of French and Moroccans were killed on August 20 revealed the strength of
the former Sultan's sup~port and insDired renewed effort-, to resolve the Manr-


