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Pgrliament was, in fact, to some extent

bedoming more informed and consulted, and.a certain
amount of debatg followed. On the other hand, there
~ were innumerable instances ofbmission of this de-
sirable practice.

In 1925-1926 Canada's position in the British
Empire, ﬁewly called the British Commonwealth, was
radically changed. Its dependence on the Colonial
Offilce, the successor Dominions Office and the Forelgn
Office, 1ts rellance on the channel of the Governofv
Geﬁeral, wére abandoned. Autohomy In foreign affairs
was extended. Henceforth Ottawa, not Londoh, directed
the foreign policy-makiﬁg of Canada. Thls threw greater
responsibilities on both the Canadian Government and
the Canadian Parllament than theretofors.,

Nevertheless, during the 1930's and 1940's
parliamentarylinterest in affairs beyond thé'North
American continent still remaihed largely remote and .
academic. The Turkisﬁ-Greek crisis, the italo-Abyssinian
War, the Spanish Civil War, the "Manchurian incident",
the successive aggressions and invasions of Hitler |
prior to Munich, the Japanese war in North China -

these were debated in Parliament, mostly post-facto;

but Parliament took little part in directing the
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