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doue, for many yearà before, they now came to conquer
and to rule. The Anglian kingdoms of Northumber-
land and Mercia vere quickly overrun, the ruiers and
the clergy killed or driven out, the churches and mon-
asteries destroyed, and the people reduced Lu submission.
In 870 Est Anglia vas occupied, and iLs king,'Edmund,
cruelly put Lu deatb. (Tbis is that St. Edmund the
Martyr, whose s'upposed remains were enly a few weeks
ago brought back from France to England for final
interment>. In the following year, 871, Etbelred died
from the effeot of a wound received ini battle, and
Alfred was unanimously electoed king. For seven vears
he continued the struggle against the invaders. At
iength ho vas obliged Lu dismiss bis foilowers, conceal
-hie identity, and seek safety in the but of an obscure
peasant near the borders of Wales.

0f 'the king in diaguise, during this Lime of seclusion,
ma-y pretty stonies are told, whicb throw light upon
lis character as a man. Thie chief fact is that thougli
driven into hiding lie was not vanquisbed, but vas able
Lu mature thoSe plans for recovering bis kingdom whicb
ho aftervards so suocessfully carried out. 1-IL is a
'wondoeful story,» writes Sir Walter Besant, of this
success; «'<neit Lu the miracle wrougbt by Joan of Arc
then. is nu mone wondenful eveiit in hisLury. Out of
tbe dust and asbes of tlie devastated ]and; out of the
country from which bishupa, priests and monks had
fled; which even the saints had abandoned; where the
old pagan gode vere restoired-out of ýa people enslaved
and spiritiese, Alfred raised an armç, filled it with new
confidence, and led iL on Lu victory." The Danes,
thiking Englieli resistance ended, were surprised and
defeated ini the great battle of Ethandune; their leader,
Guthrum, vas beeieged in bis fortified camp and forced
to surrenden; bis life vas spared on condition of bis
accepting Chriatianity, and he and bis followers were
eettled in the wasted country of East Anglia as friends
and alles of the English.

Great s a soldier, Alfred proved to be equally great
a a nuler. In the years of comparative peace that fol--
lowed his victory, b. establisbed lmw and justice in bis
kingdom; and, thougli he never clmimed the tiale of
King of England, be majv be looked upon as tbe true
founder of the Englisb monarchy. He cleared tbe land
of robbers "ht infested it. He greatly encouraged
commerce, and made London tbe centre of trade- He
buit ships toi meet tlie Danes; at sea, and thus gave nise
to the English !lavy. He compiled a code of Iaw wbicb
liag ever since been Iooked upon as the foundation of
English justice.

Not Lhe least of bis achievements vas tbat he brought.
back the English leaming wbicb Alcuin and others had

carried tu the court of Charlemagne. Ret3toring the
Christian faitb, be brought-over from France priema
and soholars, re-built the monasteries, wbicb were the
great centres of education in those days. For the dif-
fusion of knowledge, be himself made free translations
of Latin authors, wbich are among the most interesting
monuments of bis reign,; and be clierished the purpose,
flot yet f ully realized, that every free-born Englishman
should learn to read English.

The millennial anniversary of Alfred's death will be
celebrated both in Great Britain and in America. At
Winchester, England, where he was buried, a magnifi-
cent monument wiIl be unveiled next mnonth, with
appropriate ceremonies ,in bonor of the king wbo stands
as a type of ail that is beit and noblest ini the Anglo-
.Saxon race, and to wbom we may be said to owe our
language and our literature, our laws and institutions,
our form of govérnment and our very existence as a
nation-for English laws and Eniglish learning, no leus
than English enterprise and English statecraft, have
made our migbty empire what"it is. J. V..
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Notes on Some Subjects of the Provincial
Examination In Nova Scotia.

Bv SuPEnvIso A. McK.ày, AN ExAn-mn

SAxsrrAnv SciicE-This is one of the compul8ory
subjeets for Grade A. Before beginning the study of
sanitary sciencé it -is necessary for the student to bave
a good general knowledge of physies, cbemistry and
biology. If be lias beein properly trained in these suli-
jects in the preceding grades lie will have formed. the
habit of observing and dravlng conclusions from related
facts. In tbe study of mineralogy and botany he muet
observe, examine aud carefully describe the objecta; in
chemistry be must perfortu many experiment. In. the
early study of tbese subjects the pupil's own observa-
tion and experiments are mucli more important than
the information obtained from books. In physies and
pbysiograpby tbe importance of the book becomes
greatly increased.

.Sanitary science may, be looked upon as the moet
Practical outcome in a certain direction of the other'
sciences named. Under existing conditions in our
academies it must be studied aimost wbolly from booka.
As a matter of fact, the, examinations show that the
candidates depend almost wbolly upon a careful reading
Or memorization of the text-book. Some educatioDai
reformers denounce ail sQucli study of science as useless
or even injurions. In this case tliey wouid seem to ho
lin the wrong. To have arrived at alineet the simplest
conclusions of sanitarv science required years of patient


