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Dr. Roýs states thiat -it ShOllld be noted
that very littie cotton is exported actuaily
front Cairo it.self, but tliat the majority is
packed in the couintry- districts ;and export-
ed mainiy fromn Alexandria.- It la ob-
vions fromn what fias bee,(n said that very
little infection of cotton occuýirs at the ports,
and that the great danger exista f rom mild
cases wôrking in the cotton tielda.

Under ordinary cirumantances the disý-
easle is voitminniated by more or less in-
timate contact with ain infected personi, and
there la little doiibt in the case o! titis
disease that foînites and infected inaterials
are a souirce o!' danger, so that the more
handling or contact with such infccted
articles is sufficient to spread the disease.

Rawv cotton, on acceount o! its texture and
organie nature, would no doubt conatituite
a suiitabie niduis for the organism of the
disease. It la acknowlodged that the "strîk-
ing distance" and infectivity of sinailpox
ia very great, prohably greater titan that
o! any other infection; but there la aiso
evidence that the viruls of sînailpox becomea
rapidly attenuated, and that infected ma-
tonial becomes entirely non-infective after
a relatively short period. The time which
elapses between the gathering o! the cotton
and itls appearanee at the mlill, in the card-
room, or in the spinning rooni, would prob-
ably be suifflcient to reduice the infectivity
o! te material te a mninimumi and negli-
giblo quantity unless the infection was ac-
tually introduced( i0o the mouft o! a sus-
ceptible person.

1 amn inclined to the view that, aithougit
the imported raw cotton, containing, as it
may, an occasionai living attenuated or-
ganiFsm o! sinalipox, rnay it b. handled en'
masse withouit danger of infection by a
large number of people, and in more detait
by winders, reelers, splicers, doublera, and
doffors, the, only operatives who would bo
aubjeet Wo infection in the mannor I have
indicatod would bc those in the blowing-
room, the eard room, or the spinning room.

If the cotton was, so infective as Wo pro-
duce a case o! mmailpox by the mnere hand-
ling, frequent epidlemieq wouild ho inevit-
ablo in tho cotton industry, and hience it is
probable that al) instances o! amailpox oc-
curring in operatives in the cotton trade
are due te the accidentai introduction o!
tho attenuated virus from the rawv eotton
into the, systemn by the moutit. The reslat-
anco o! the individuai bas te b. taken into
conuideration, more eqpecially as very

many operatives in a Cotton mnill ar
vaccinated and practically none o!
revaceinated.

lu considering how far the oceup
as a Cotton worker may have aeted
factor in causing the disease, the folk<
facts have been shown to exist:

Smallpox was very prevalent in dis
where cotton was gathered. 'Missed
undoubtedly occurred among nativ&
ployved in the gathering fields. It i
possible to entirely avoid Cotton beec
infected hy the natives. The raw mna
fromi these districts is importedt for i
milla in Lancashire, and certain empi
working with titis Cotton contraet snxa
wh0en no other possible source of infi
can be ascertained, and whien no
cases have occurred in the couintrY.
short of actually findîng the organji
the infected inaterial, which unfortul
at the present time îs impossible, th,
a complete chain of evidence showiný
smallpox is eonveyed from the nativ
thering cotton in Egypt or in the q
to some employees in the Cotton mi
England. Fortunateiy, the proba
of accidentai infection of sniaiipox a
fromi imported raw cotton is very
under ordinary circumatances, insin
the coincidence of a number of coliti
cies is necessary for its occurrence:

(1) Infection during gathering an
portation is guarded against as far a
sible, and is therefore, fot of frequeg
currenee;

(2) Considerable attenuation o! ùnl
ity in any înfected material oecura 1
it is deait wîth by the employee;

(3) With sueli reduced înfectivity
is littie chance of infection unies t
introduced directiy to the moutli
haled;

(4) A person empioyed in piecin@
occasionally uses the saliva as a e
facilitating the process, and the 1
biiity of the strands o! Cotton requfr
lie pieced just at a point where a p
of infeeted materiai is situated, issi

(5) It la necessary, for lnecio
cur, that the individual shouid he «
ible to the disease. Tiis uscepti
though greater with age, is net cormn
vaecinated persons, and practicalT Il
latent ln revaceiuated persons.

Naturafly the danger arising fmy
cotton beceming infected with sal
natives suffering from the diRese s


