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Town Planning That Paya
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This thing which fOI' want of a better name they caliTown Planning is in reaiity as old as the centuries, yetit le only In recent years th at it bas been forcing Itselfsteadily forward upon public attention andi recognitionuntil It bitis fair to assume the proportions of a great pop-
ylar inovement.

It must be sometbIng more than a fad, to begin with,and the vogue whichit has attaineti must also be some-tbing wore than 'the work' of more vapory propagantia.
The reason la plain; it goes to f111 a "feit want." Weknow and feel that in the' hap-hazard andi uncontrolletidevelopment of our villages Into townsý anid our townsInto, cities thInga are not as they should be. Thore leaatondency towartis congestion and dislocation of traffie,overcowding andi the cankerous growtb of sîums, andi al-togethor a goneral air 0f unsuitability and misappropriate

f055.
.Andi we have ropoatetily tried by desultory and piecemealattempts at stroot widenlng, extensions andi so forth toremetiy some of these ills, andi we have found the tromend-ous cost of those attempts quito disproportionate with the

,moagro measureo0f success attainod.
Now, it may bc asked, 'What is Town Planning goingto do for us ?" Andi the a.nswer lu "it depends vory mucbon the kinti of Town Planning." For it bas more than oneaide andi thore is so much diverslty of views rogarding it,even amongat Its exponents andi tevotees, .that the genoeralunderstanding about it ls far from cloar, clean-cut, oruniform.
1 don't myself boliove that is going to do all or nearlyaII that la claimoti for It by some of its more on-thusiastie disciples who proclaim it as a sort of sociologicalcure-ail, andi maintain that gooti planning andi housingconditions are going to rogenerate the world, anti make usail healthy, weaIthy, happy, wise, andi gooi., We fancywe knew lots of people who live in fine houses with mostbeautiful anti hyglenle surroundings who are not se verymuch botter or heaithier than otheri loua favoured; anti Itsar they are rather overlooking the inate perverslty ofhuman nature, andi the fact that among any collection ofhumans there wll always be a certain proportion 0f thosewho sesm te rather enjoy waflowing lin the mire, anti posit-Ivoly prefer ItL Lke most beautiful theorios it bocomessemoewhat illusery In getting tiown to bard practice, antithe miost we can do ls to try what we can te got thingsgoirng rlght, so as te glye every mnan a chance towards ahigiter andi more whoeome scale of living.Thon again there is the Apostie et the beautiful wboconcerns himself more with "looks" than wlth the untier-lying organie causes andi conditions. andi r nmfrn bi f+i~,
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Andi thus on the one hanti we have the esthetic idealistwith his visions of beauty and emnbeililment, andi on theother the cold calculating business man with bis rernorce-less. standard of dollars anti cents, anti between t7 îem thereis a great gulf fixeti that can hardly be bridgeti.
Anti tbe stongest tbIng about it 1s that wbile the firstmay be w.iltly-fanciful anti extravagant In bis notions, it isour would-be economist who is by far the biggest spenti-thrift atter ail, anti Who beaves a burtien If not for himiel',at least' for bis succeasors, of wholesaîe, -accurnulative,nover endlng waate anti protiigality, wbich Is ail the moreinslous because it is at first unseen.

A city or town, is not a mere promiacuous coniglomora-tion of bricks anti stones, it is a living, breatbing, pulsat-lng organlsmn like tbe human bodiy. It mnuat have a heatianti boart as the centre of active Uife anti business, antithe 'fountain of rogulatlng government, lungs to broathswith in Its parkm anti rocreation groundis, a nervous sys-tom In its postal telephone anti telëgraph arrangements,bloot iIn Its trafflc, propelloti through its veins anti art-erlea, the streets, anti muscles in its factories anti indus-trial establishments. Eacb different organ shoulti beshapeti fIxeti anti co-relateti so as to perform its separateyot Inter-depentient function with the greatest ease antiefficiency anti the loast liabllity te, dUs-location or break-
down.

Usefuiness must be tbe prime requisite, usefulness basetion sounti economie consitiorations, anti it can easily beseen that we can hartily hope te be very successul oraccomplisb anything worth while without some planning.We Canadians are great go-ahead fellews, anti bavesurmounteti huge obstacles anti accomPllshed things thatare classed among the wontiers of the world, But, we dontPlan enough, we dont Look Beyorid. We bave hardly timeto stop anti think because we are so busy getting thingsdono, andt we seldom ask ourselves the question "Howmuch more anti better coulti wo do witb careful censidera-tion anti the expendîture of ihe qarne amount of energyanti znoney?" If for Instance, wO hati not blindly antirecklesîy gone aheati with that craze for Railway Buildinge,insteati of improving Our Hoas, woulti we totiay be bur-denoti with hundreti of miles of uselesa comPetitive rail-way lines now stresked with rust, anti a loati of debt anaiobligation that hangs 111<0 a mîllstonie roundi Our necks?Unfortunately wliat we have done bas been largeîy on theo"bit-or-miss" principle. We are alwaYs puttlng things upanti pulllng thein down, rebuilding again possibly a~ Ilttlebotter each time but nover witb a clear view te the futureor te thinga that wiIl endure. Fortunately wo have the!acultv of alwpv', i- f',,,, - .-.


