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Canada and the Timber Trade of France
ince Is Usually a Srnall Importer of Lumber,
Lding of Devastated Areas After the War Will
for a Heavy Demand Which Should Benefit

a and British Columbia in Particular.

R. MacMillan, Provincial Chief Forester and now
pecial Trade Commissioner for the Dominion Govern-
ts in the Weekly Bulletin published by the Department
id Commerce, Ottawa, on the timber trade of France,

considerable interest for the lum-ber export trade of

ed with Great Britain, France does flot import large
f timber. The per capita importation of Great Britain
ounted to $3.60 per head. The annual consumrption of
reat Britain for the year amounted to 14 cubic feet per
iicl 16 per cent. was grown at home and 84 per cent.
For the saine year France imported timber valued at
an average of 93 cents per head, just one-quarter the
nportations of Great Britain. The reasons for France's
ortations of timber ar:-

ice is a timber prodncing country.
1. npr ri-t.t of the area of France. or 24.021.587 acres.;

Th'le most important product imported into France is softwood
from Russia, Scandinavia, Germany and Austria-Hungary. This
tituber is imported for general building purposes.

The luniber imported into France is chiefly cut in inch sizes;
it is classified in the Custo!ns statistics, however, for duty pur-
poses according to the metrie system.

Over 60 per cent. of the softwood lumber imported into France
is between 1 2-5 and 3 1-5 inches in thickness, being 1 1-2, 2 and
3-înch deals; 30 per cent. is lumber less than 1 2-5 inclies in thîck-
ness and the remainder is timbers and logs.

The average price of this class of material imported was, be-
fore the war:

Iess than 1 2-5 inchi... ...-.......... 34 cents per cubic foot
1 2-5 inch to 3 1-5 inch-................ .36
Over 3 1-5 inch............ ... ------------23
Rougli logs....------........ ..-....... 25
The sale of Eastern Canadian deals in the market would de-

pend entirely on price.
Wlien freights again become normal Douglas fir will also be

able to compete in France for general building purposes. Up to
the presenit it ha.s been used only in comparatively limited regions
where large timbers are required and as a building timber is nôt
well known. The prospects for use in France will be improved by
the great demand likely to be made on European forests after the
war and the increased prices to be expected. The fact that during
the war Douglas fir common lumber has been extensively used in
trenches, military and commissariat buildings, railroads and terr-
porary buildings will aiso prove an argument in its favor.

Pitchpine lias long been used i large quantities in France.
The United States is the only country supplying it. About 69 per
cent. of the pitchpine is imported in timibers 6i inches by 6 inches
and larger, 18 per cent. is 1 2-5 inclies by 3 1-5 incItes thiclc, and
13J per cent. is in the forni of boards less than 1 2-5 inches in


