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educteg nclusion that the sexee should be
8choo) sapal‘t, and hence that our ‘whole
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ag " teache g equal, the man is s0 superior
Othey thin:, oven for boys? Itis true that
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remain in the profession. We seriously
doubt whether the advantige in length of
tenure would be found to b> so much on
the side of the sterner gex as miny wmay
suppose. The fact that, for the present atb
least, women are wiliing to accept much
smaller salaries than men—:the respective
averages in Oatario in 1892 were %421 and
$297 —puts it in th> power of districts to
keep up schools, when they would at least
believe themselves unable to do so were
they obliged to pay half as much wmore in
salaries. This is, in itself, a very strong
influence in favor of the employment of
women. In view of it the fact that any
consideral le number of men are employed
proves pretty conclusively that there are
many who regard the man as by fifty per
cent. the more efficient teacher, at least for
certain classes and ages. And this question
of effiziency, using the word in its broadest
and highest sense, is the real, the all-impor-
tant question, All others are dwarfed in
its presence. Nor is it by any means clear
that the question has only one possible an-
gwer. It would not be difficult, we fancy,
to find many fathers and mothers who, after
years of observation and experience, have a
decided preference for the woman over the
man teacher, especially in the case of
younger children. Probably, were it possi-
ble to apply some infallible test of efficiency
and usefulness, the honors would be found
to be pretty evenly divided. If the pre-
ponderance of intellectual strength and
logical acumen—this is but a supposition,
let us hasten to say, in accordance with a
popular masculine prejudice—were found
on the one side, that of the scarcely less
necessary qualities of tact and sympathy
would pretty surely ba on the other, If
it be true, as so many argue, that courage,
strength, and other of what are considered
the more manly qualities, are more success-
fully cultivated in boys by men, how ars we
to account for the fact that those in whose
lives these qualities have been most fully
exhibited are so often found ascribing the
chief formative influznces in their lives to
mothers ra‘Ler than to fathers.

INSOLVENCY LAWS,

With the special provisions of the pro-
posed “ Insolvency Act of 1894, now be
fore the Dominion Senate, we do not pro-
pose at present to deal. These aro large-
ly questions for experts in commercial mat-
ters, and for students of cimmercial legis-
lation. Should the bill in question become
law, it will probably be only after many
changs and modifications have been mad>
during its passage through the two Houses
of Parliament.

A broader question, and one upon
which thinking men of all classes are more
competent to form an opinion, is that of the
desirability of enasting such legislation in
any shape. We have before us a strongly
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worded memorial, addressed by the Belle-
ville Board of Trade to the House of
Commons, in which it is strenuously main-
tained that an insolvency law is wrong in
principle and demoralizing in practice.
The reasoning of the momorial is not in all
respects so clear ag one could wish, but the
gist of its argument is, we think, coutained
in the following passage:

The practical effect of an Insolvency
Law is to shift the only just ground on
which credit ought to be dispenied, name-
ly, integrity ani ability of the recipient, to
thefalse ground furnished by the assurance of
getting an equal division of the assets of a
debtor in case of insolvency. Who does
not recogniza the far-reaching evils of such
a result? It may safely be asserted that
had a provision, such as is now being

sought, been on the statute book for any

length of time, the trade of Canada to-day
would be collapsing everywhere like a house
of cards, instead of being, as it is, in a com-
paratively stable condition. Pust experi-
ence assures us of this,

No one can deny that the evils attend-
ant on indiscriminat> or t>o easy credit are
very great. It is not, perhaps, so clear

that & just and reasonable Insolvency Act

would have the effect of stimulating the
giving of such credit to so great an extent
as the memorialiste suppose. That it would
have that effect to some extent is high-
ly probable. Dispensers of credit will be
more ready, no doubt, to give or extend
credit
that in the event of failure of the debtor
they are sure to receive a fair proportion of
the assets. But this assurance will hardly
induce & man of ordinary prudence tJ en-
trust his property knowingly to the hands
of the dishonest or incompetent, seeing
clearly as he must, that the chances are

against his recovering more than a moiety,

or perhaps a mere tithe of his accounts,
when the bubble bursts. Prudent and
shrewd men—and capitalists in trade and

manufacture are usually hoth prudent and .

shrewd—may still,we think, be relied on to
inquire pretty carefully into the character,
the habits, and the buasiness ability and pros-
pacts of those who ask credit from them.
May it not be that any increase in the
readiness to grant credit in doubtful cases
caused by this system of partial insurance
is more than counterbalanced under the pres-
ent system, by the facilities afforded to the
greedy and dishonorable dispensers of credit
to give it freely, relying on their ability to
step in at the right moment and seizs the
lion’s share of the assets, thereby saving
themselves from loss at the cost of the un-
suspecting and fair-minded creditor.

One of the weakest points in the mem-
orialist argument is, it seems to us, that it
proves a great deal too much. On precise-
ly the same principle on which an Insolv-
ency Act is condemned, all other Acts now
on the statute book to facilitate the collec-
tions of just debts and the punishment of
dishonest and fraudulent debtors, should be
abolished, Nothing would do more to re-

in doubtful cases if they kbpow °



