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disproportion shouid be lessened, that more
IOn h,)uld be employed. Some influential

newspapers take the sanie view. G-antina
the premises on which the arguments in

8UPPOrt of thfi:view are based, th ý conclu-

thlt the average man i8 a much more effi-
"'6ft t-acher than the average w oman,
that his influence i8 better aiapted t- pro-
duce manly, hWgh-minded boys and men,

heS conclusion 18 irrestibie that men shouldc

b8enPloyed as tea-hers. No ecouomy of

hiOXley 8bould be placed in the scaies for a
tn3aiiieut over against the3 production of the

b Citizeus. But the same premnises are,
ileexro to ns, good for much wider and
re far.reaching conclusions thanmthey are

u8ed to SUpport. It would bie easy to show
tbat if, by the cmploymcnt of men instead

Oo! Wee to train Up our b:ys in the

'chools, a better, maulier type of men can
bO Producel, a ml)st solemn obligation is
devolved Upon ail c)ncernýd to see to it that
AIl[ the training of boys in the schools is done

byyi"n We ara net sure whether those

Who h ld the opinion inciicated with raspect
to the SuPerior efficiency and influence of

l'ne"f as8 teachers of boys, are prepared te
"e'P the converse proposition that al
girl 8 ehould bo traiued in the schools by

*Dlens,~ in order that thoy may 1b made
ore Woaniy. If se, we are driven to the

logi 8caîcousion that the sexes should be
edc001 d apart, and hence that our whole
T1ho0  'Y8term shouid bc revoluti6nized.

'ight trinn of the youg, so as to
n"eof theu, the best possible citizens, is

of jPortance 80 supreme that no considera-

tO tOf trouble or expense should be allow-
t and in the way of the most effective

arrRIanerit..~

thi0b vory cloar, afteýr al], that, other
gs lugoqual, the man is so superior

Ot4herpo tvon f'or boys? I t is tcrue that
Oate thin g are flot aiways equai. Iu the

as e a men0~ have very o! ton, in fact almost
"Ille niattd vory much the advantage in

ott aying that a wi[educated man should

ljernuch bettoýr teacher than a half-
educated womnan. But with the muitipiy-

tiPonofuities for the thorougyh educa-
Womnen this source of inequality is

::eîrl disappearing. The short terni of
Vic Ofy thOmon, interrupted as it 80 ofteu

' h laims of old and of new homes,
Perhapii a Stijl more serious difficuity, bo-

'Fi One which exists in the nature of
8 fg and w iii bo perpe tuai. But this is

alarge flIPasure offdet by tefrequency

to entere upOng, men leave the profession

ROtîa f some othor calling, more cen-
Or mttinore rernuneratýve. Wo know of

it woula bt guide us in this matter, but

itn 6 'fltere3ting, and would have anportan't bearn upon tequosten, ol

ýerait' the average length o! time
du"'g Which the two sexes, re.3pectively,
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remnain in the profession. We serieusl1y

doubt whether the alvantige iu leugth o!

tenure would he fouod te b3 se much on

the side of the steruer sex as inrny may

suppose. The fact that, for the present at

least, women are willing te accept mucli

smaller salaries than mon-the respective

averagos iu Oatane lun 1892 wero $121 and

$297-puts it iu th, power ef districts te

keep Up schools, when they would at least

believe tbemqelves unable te do se wero

they obliged te pay bal! as miucli more in

salaries. This is, lu itself, a very strong

influence lu favor et the empleyment of

women. Lu view of it the fact that any

considera1 le nu aâber o! men are employed

proves pretty conclusively that there are

mauy who regard the man as by flfty per

cent. the m oro efficient teacher, at laast for

certaiin classes and ages. Aud this question

o! effi-3iency, usiug the word lu its broadest

and highest sense, is the reai, the ail-impor-

tant qýiestien. Al[ others are dwarfed in

its prosence. Nor is it by auy means dlean

that the question bas ouly one possible an-

swer. It would net be difficuit, wo fancy,

te find many fathens and mothers who, aften

years e! observation aud exparieuce, have a

decided prefereuce fer the woman over the

man teacher, especially lu the case o!

yeuuger cbildren. Pnebably, were it possi-

ble te apply some infallible test of efficiency

and usefulnesi, the henors weuld be !ound

te be pretty evenly divided. I! the pro-

ponderanca o! intellectual strength and

logical acumen-this is but a supposition,

lot us bas3ten to say, ini accerdance with a

popular masculine prejudiro-wene feuud

ou the eue side, that o! the scarcely lass

necessary qualitie3 cf tact and sympathy

wouid pretty surely b3 on the other. If

it be true, as se many argue, that courage,

streugth, and ether o! wbat are censidened

the mere manly qualitie;, are more success-

f ully cultivated in boys by mon, hew ara we

te account for the fact that those lu whose

live3 these qualitios have been mest !ully

exbibited a-e se often found ascribing the

chie! formative influmnes in their lives te

mothers ra'Ier than te fathers.

INSOLVENCY LAWS.

With the spec'al provisions o! the pro-

posed Il Iusoivency Act o! 1891," now be

fore the Daminion Senate, we do net pro-

pose at present te deal. 1'hese are lange-

iy questions for experts in commercial m,ýit-

tors, and for ïtudents o! c)mmencial logis.

lation. Should tht- bill lu question beceme

law, it wiil probably be ouly after many

changýýs and modifications have beau mad3

during its passage threugh the two Hanses

o! Parlia-ment.
A broaier question, and eue upon

which thinkiug Mon o! aIl clasmes are more

competent te ferm au opinion, is that o! the

desirabiiity e! ena-ting such legislation lu

any shape. We have before us a strongly

worded momorial, addressed by the Belle-

ville Board of Trade to the Huse o!

Gommons, in which it is strouuousiy main-

tained that an insoivency law is wrong, iu

principlo and demoralizing in practice.

The reasonin,~ of the mmoilis nlot in al

respects s0 clear as oue could wish, but the

gist of its argument is, we think, coutained

in the following passage:
The practicai effect o! au Iusolvency

Liw is te shift the ouly just ground ou
which crodit ought to bie dispen3ed, name-
iy, integrity ani ability of the recipieut, te
the/alsegreund furnished by the assurance of
getting an equal division o! the assets of a
debtor in case of insolvency. Who does
not receguiza the far-reaching evils of such
a resuit i It may safely ha asserted that
had a provision, such as is now being
sought, been on the statute book for any
iength of time, the trade of Canada to.day
would ba collapsin ' everywhere like a house
of cardsý, instcad of baing, as it is, in a cern-
paratively sta-ble condition. Pdst experi-
enca assures us of this.

No one eau deny that the evils attend-

ant on indiscriminat3 or tho easy credit are

very great. Il is not, perhaps, so ciear

that a just and reasonablo Jnsoivency Act

would have the effect of stimuiating the

giving o! such credit te s0 great au extent

as the memerialists suppose. That it would

have that effect te soe extent is high-

ly probable. Dispensers cf credit wiIi ho

more ready, ne doubt, te give or extend

crodit in doubtful cases if they know

that iu the event cf failure cf the debtor

thoy are sure te receive a fair proportion cf

the assets. But this assurance wiil hardly

induce a man cf ordiuary prudence t, on-

trust his property knowingIy te the hands

of the dishonest or incompotent, seeing

cloariy as he must, that the chances are

against bis racevering more than a moiety,

or perhaps a moe titho o! his accounts,

when the bubble bursts. Prudent and

shrawd mouý-and capitalists in trade and

manufacture are usually both prudent and

shrewd-may still,we think, be relied on te

inquire pretty carefully jute the character,

the habits, and the basiuoss ability and pros-

pacts cf thosa who ask credit frem them.

May it net be that any increase in the

readiness t, grant credit in doubt!ul cases

caused by this systein of partial insurance

is more than couoterbalanc2d undpr the pres-

eut system, by the facilitios atlerded te the

greedy aud dishonorable dispcnsers of crodit

te give it freely, relyiug ou their ability te

step lu at the riglit moment and seize3 the

iiou's sire of the assats, thoraby saving

thernselves from loss at the cost of the un-

suspecting and fair-minded crediter.

One of tbe weake3t peinti in the moni-

orialiat argument is, it seema te us, that it

proves a great deal tee much. On preciso-

ly the samo principie ou which an Inseiv.

ency Act is condemned, ail other Acts now

on the statute bock to facilitate the collec-

tions of just debts and the punishment cf

dishonest and fraudulent debtors, shouid ha

abolibhed. Nothing wcuid de more to re-


