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known in society is followed more closely throughout tlie city than the

pomps and vanities that usually flnd sucli ready imitators. The latest

enterprise projected is quite an extensive one-nothing legs, indieed, than

a "lWorld's Fair," to occupy three or four days early in December. The

"9object " is the Orphbýn's Home, a charity which appeals to everybody,

and the interest of an unusually large numher of ladies is enlisted in the

plan. The Pavilion is talked of as the scene of the affair; and it will not

differ, in so far as 1 have heard, from. other World's Fairs, witb wbich.

everybody is familiar. There will be bootbs, presided over by Turkish,

Frencb, Swedish, Russian, Indian maids and matrons, ail of Toronto; and

every man in the city will be expected to dine or lunch at the Pavilion at

least once during the time of the fair's duration. The enterprise will be a

success. That goes without saying of anything of this kind that Toronto

ladies undertake; but wby not vary the eternal succession of bazaars by a

Kirmes I One has neyer been given in Toronto, can be arranged without

great trouble or expense, and would prove tremendously attractive for at

least two nights at either of the opera bouses.

RHIEA's repertoire last week disappoined a great many people. She

began with the-to English audiences-insufferahly duli "lRomance d'un

Jeune Homme Pauvre,"> in wbich hier part is comparatively insignificant.

This mistake affected bier bouses for the entire week, althouglit aab -

dantly retrieved later. Ir "lThe Country Girl," and "lThe Widow," she

may be said to bave made tbe best impression. Wycherly's old comedy,

ciThe Country Wife," is bardly recognisable in Garrick's adaptation of it,

so tboroughly is its intolerable coarseness expunged, altbougb its sprigbtly

spirit is perfectly preserved. Mdlle. Rhea's interpretation of Peggy Thrift

was, of course, dccidedly Frencb. No Englisb counltry girl of Wycherly's,

or any other, timie could possibly bave coud ucted bierseif precisely as Rhea

did. But hier unfaithfulness to the old playwright's ideal was go infinitely

prettier and more acceptable than fidelity would bave been, that there

were few who did not willingly forgive it. She was almost tbe sole

redeeiliflg feature of "4The Widow," a comedy wbicb bas littie to recom-

mend it , except the opportunity it gives flie actress in the title-rôle to dis-

play bier versatilitY. Lt is rather thin and bare, as it is presented te En.-

lisb audiences, and but for Rbea's consummiate personation of Louise, would

have dra gged tediously. But Rhea redeemis any play. Her comedy is the

Most deligbtful of the day, and tborougbly origia. tispfelyfe

from extravagaflce, as piquant as possible, and full of delicious naïveté.
Mr. ~ ~ Arhrloiet er chief support, is admirable in bis jealous rôle, in

" The Widow," but iis quite outshone by the inimitable Mr. J. A. Amory,

as Sprkish, in "Th, Country Girl," wbo bas really created the part

for Toronto plaY-goers, 
ATIGATN
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LETTERS 'ro OUli CaILDREN. ByJZ.C 3nnbm.Vl Cincinnati:

Standard Pabli5liing Comnpany.

It is unfortlunate that writers of .uvenile books will not always suf-

ficiently consider juvenile aste. These "lLetters to Our Children," while

admirable in Motive, conscientious in matter, and coritaining sufficient,

information of anl elementary scienltific sort to stimulate a desire for more,

have been constructed with go great a dirgy o ~cids

appetite as to fail, we greatly fear, in their object. Mr. Cunningban's

style i, dryly didactic, and hie insists xtremely upon tbe introduction of

himelfan bi pesoal iinterest in childe in the pages bie addresses to

tbem. s el igipeus elnen s tong in tbe book; in fact it appears to

be written with a view to convincing the youtful mind of the harmony

bet een scince proerly so.caled and the Bible. M r. Cunningham is of

bten pin chae neyer ba ny glacial period, and lie takes especial

pain oinp haise bis elir upona th "mid of bis juvenile reader, wbomi

pinse oem isientiSt niyhv iassed in favour of such a tbeory. A

doulfless excellent steel engraviflg, Of the atthor fo sth fr ni ice o

the volume, ihichi appears neatly bounid in cloth; and the text is italicised

in a possibly impressive but certainîlY a very distressifg manner.

NF STRIES.By Margaret Sidney.

'LESTER, AND OTIIFRNWEOADSTRS

Boston: 1). Lothrop and Companly' nMrae

The short-storywriting gieniuS s ecellently exepye i M r ae

C mparativeîy trivial incident in its true

Sidney. 'tlle ability tO grasp a 00eniadt ake it, by virtue of this

relation to the îiumanl life it colle~ 5  an tOu intcrest for asoeo w

relaticni, o uf 9 iet imuportanîce to compel asrarto

of pa e , ua fonîin oacolllplishnient w icb bas m'Ore as i a t
pap, sa o-i fliterary "c ,ti ihta Osruate art whic i

than adepts. Miss Sidney bas doetjswt htcnuiî
hids isel frîn he eaier afornl of perfect nlaturaîness and simplicitY.

These IlNew Etngld Storie8 " arc by n ial îbtosi hi hr
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acter; they aim only at a faitbful presentation of soule of the honnely
phases of tbat stern, tbougb not altogether unpicturesque, life planted there

by the pilgrim colonists wbo fared forth from home so long ago ; but the

skill with which tbis bas been accomplisbed warrants us in tbe opinion

that it might be applîed in a wider field with no insignificant success.

Short as tbe stories are, tbe depiction of the various characters concerned

in tbem is of the vivid realistie kind, so that tbey stand out like the very

domestic little figures of a Dutch interior. The dialect is admirably ren-

dered, and the sympatby wbicb underlies Miss Sidney's work effectually

defends it against any imputation of satire or ridicule. Her writing is so

deligbtfully imbued with a distinct and indlivîdual cbaracter, that in spite

of the comparative slightness of bier material, she may produce mncb more

of it withiout satiating public desire for it.

CORRESPONDENCE.

UINIVERSITY CONFEDERATION.

To thie Editor of THE WEEK :

SiR,-The editorial columns of THE WEFK are always interestingr, and

those of the last numbers peculiarly so to men who came anything for the,

University equipment of the Province. You say: " t is a red letter day iii
the annals of Canadian education on wbich the flrst step is taken towards

University Confederation by the transfer of the Methodist College froni.
Cobourg to Toronto." Before reaching the end of the second colunin on

the page, bowever, you seeni to have repented of your utterances, for you
enter a forcible protest against the spirit of centralisation in educational
affairs, and the bligyhting influence of Governmcnt control. Speaking of

Upper Canada College, you say: "Lt bas an educational character of its own..
Lt is in some degree independent of the machine. M. Victor Duruy, the
French Minister of Education, boasted that at the word of command given

by bim, the sane lesson commenced at the same moment in aIl the scbools
of France. The cffect of this intense centralisation and of this monotonous
unifommity on the Frencb mmd bas not been entirely good. . . . We
cannot always command such men as Provincial Ministers of Education,
and therefore a spark of fmeedom witb us is the more to be prized. " Brave
worcls! Tbe condition sbould be added, however, that the Ispark of free-
dom " is to be prized only when alive in Toronto ; wben it is found in
Kingston it must be smothered. As if to leave no doubt of your views
on the subjec., vou add another argument drawn from France, which you
finish with the remark : IOur school text-books are not compiled under
the influence of an Empire, but tbey are occasionally compiled under other
influences ; and their availability as engines of Propagandismi bas not been
entirely overlooked." Evidence enough, 1 think, to permit us to caim,
you as a champion of such self-governin g institutions as Queen's University.

Yours truly, R. W. SHIANNON.
Kingsion, lst Xoveinber, 1886.

[TE special reason for advocatinLy University Confederation is that

only by the combination of all other mesources can we maintain anytbing

worthy of the name of a University. To this there is notbing analogous

in the case of the schools. Another strong reason is that the system of

small local universities inevitably degmades the standard of graduation.

There is notbing centralising in Cunfederation. Each college retains its

internaI self-government, and its distinctive character. Nor is there any.

thing Procrustean in a University system, wbiob admits a variety of

courses of study, as there is in the Fench school systema wbich prescribes

rigid u niformity iii the lessons. The greater the uiversity is, and tbe

larger the number of independent colleges which it embraces, the les it

is likely to be under political influence or control.--ED.]

MI UsW.

LONDON,

M. THomÂs MRTIN, Musical iDirector at Helliuth College, last week
gave bis opening Pianoforte Recital of the season. Te programme was as
follows: . Grand Concerto in A Mînor, SclLumann (the orchestra part
played on a second piano by Mr. Barron); IL Andante Spianato and
Grand Polonaise, Chîopin; 11. "Scherzo" (for two pianos), X. Scliarwenka;
IV. (a) Nocturne (F sharp Major), C'hopin, (b) Etude, IRevolution,"1
Chopin, (c) Lsolde's Liebestod, Wagner-Liszt, () Liebestraum, Liszt,
(e) Mazurka, Godard. In the interpretation of these works Mr. Martin
displayed ail those qualîties wbich are now so fanniliar to London mnusic-
loyers. Ris sympathetie touch, immense power, and perfect technique,
were all called forth by the varied programme presented, and a rare treat
was the resuit. The admirable co-operation of Mr. W. Barron, aso of
L-elmuth College, in the double piano duets, was worthy of the highest
praise.

On Tuesday evening, the 2nd inst.,a connplimentary concert wvas tendered
Miss Coppinger, the talented young vioiniste, and was a great s uccess.

hlaving lately seen a paragraph in TUE WVEBic to the ffeet that "The
Prodigal Son," Sullivan, had neyer been beard in Canada, I beg to say
that the oratorio was performed in London last year at Kox Cburch,
under the efficient leadersip of its organist, Mr. W. Barron, the soloists
being Mrs. Watt and Miss Duggan, London, Mr. Jetkins, Cleveland, and
M. Schuch, Toronto. MAndA,

NovEMiBEn llth, 1886~.1


