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A LAYMAN ON THE RELIGIOUS ASPECTS 0F THE AGE.

Ail religieus reforms may be said te have had a uniform object, viz., te
secure absolute religieus freedomn in connectiofi with absolute purity cf faith.
Hitherto, these reforms have failed, in that the idea cf absolute purity cf faith
bas been associated with, or, in an early stage of the reform, has become asso-
ciated w&ith a supposed necessity for absolute uniformity cf belief IThis mistake
we are beginning te correct; and the true work cf religieus reform, which it is
the mission cf our age te accomplish, can only be fulfillcd by a bona ilde and
practical recognition cf the absolute right cf every individual mind te worship
God in its owni waj

I wiIl try te Ypoint eut, as far as I may be able, the manner and the
<Iegree of the efforts being made by the Church te conquer this its holy
mission. The age is on this point 'conScioliS cf its duty to God, te truth,
and te itself. The two greatest characters in societ>' are the Prophet and the
Statesman. The one stands te the Church as the other stands te the State. In
both alike two elements should be found in combination-foresight and admin-
istrative skill-sagacity and practicai, command. A statesman should sec what
a nation wants and what it needs. The necessit>' and the wish must be weii
balanced, and then the result must be achicved. The Prophet should sec the
aspiration and the necessit>' cf the Church. In both, genius and abilit>' are
requisite; wisdom and power. Just now, if it ma>' be said that England wants
a statesman, it may be more trul>' said that Christcndomi wants a Prophet. We
sa>' in relation te the State that ever>' man should be a pelitician ; that is, that
he shouid cultivate and exercise bis facuit>' cf statesnmansipi. So it is in relation
te the Church. Some sa>' lcave ail ecciesiastical administration te the officiais;
ïe., clergy. How would it he if in the State this principle were acted
on ? We should get ne Reformn and no Pregress. Tihe active patrietisin
cf ruling statesmen is aia~regLlated b>' the active patriotisni cf the
people. Popular quiescence :con breeds officiai irresîensibiîity. So is it Ii
the Church. A thouglitful. faithful, devout lait>' will ever be the best standard
by which to measuire the gcdlincss cf the cîergy. Nobody will den>' that this
is an age cf immense religieus activity, and it would be unjust te ascribe the
activit>' which prevails te the force cf division. 'l'lie Church is split uI) itto
many sccts, but it is net toc nîuch te sa>' that bcneath its myriad faces there
beats one heart. The divisions are real, but they are real because they reall>'
involve se man>' earnest endeavours after unit>'. The wioie Churchbhas a
commen purpose, motive, and inspiration. Indeed, I hcld that aIl men reail>'
believe alike, if the>' onl>' knew it. Ail grand systemns of phiosophy arc the
samne in moral significance and importance. AIl are partially truc, therefore
none are exclusively true. Shall an>' one say that Epicurus taught falsely ?
Yet were the Stoics right and %vise in creed. You sa>' yeu are a Positivist, or
yo.u are a Spiritutaiist. Now, is your positivism anti-spiritual ? Or is your
spiritualismn anti-positivistic? One man says he believes in facts, another ini
fancies. Vet the man whe stands up for facts oftcn falîs dewn under the wciglit
cf fancies, and the man who stands tip for fancies is often knocked dowvn b>'
the force cf facts. It is pretty much the samne in reference te religion. You are
a Calvinist? So am I. You are an Arnienian ? Se am I. You believe in
Fate ? Se do I. You believe in Free Will ? Sa do I. Neyer was yet an>'
doctrine seriouisly propounded b>' a wise man which had flot in it some germ
cf truth. No sane man could ever believe in an utter absurdit>'. So, whatever
has received the honest faith cf any sane mmnd mus.t.have in it some element
of wisdomn. Everywhere there is a dawning.recognitien cf this principle, and
consequent>' there is cverywhere an aspiration after unity. Hence wc sec
that ever>' dividing dognia is urged as the truc basis of a pure fellowship,
and in proportion as the division is widc the urgency is bitter. The
Roman Cathoîic boasts of fellowship in a commen recognition cf the
divine authorit>' cf the Church ; the Protestant in the cemmon recognition
cf the divine autherit>' cf the Bible. The world and the Church, howevcr,
have been accustomcd te distinguish bctween truths as cither fundamentai or
secondàry, supreme or subordinatc, absolute or relative, essential or non-essen-
tiai. Curieus>' enough, wc often find that the fundamental truth is a mere
invention cf necessity ; net a grand deduction from facts or phenemena. The
flîndamental truth-that en which ai the whole Popish cconomy is bascd-is
the authorit>' cf the Clhurch. But wouid this ever be bclieved -by intuition ? 1s
it reveaîed? Is it stampcd on the brow cf the universe, or inwoven with the
.consciousness of man ? Now, it is the peculiar misfcrtunc cf those who thus
-set up a dogmatic basis cf communion that it requires much more skill te prove
the basaI dogmna than ail the rest cf the scheme.

We have ncarly one-third cf the people. who have nothîng te do with
religicus organizations. W'h>'? Trhis is an important question. Some sa>'
it is because the>' are depraved. I believe this te be a grass calumny.
Evangelical Christians sa>' it is because Uic>' are indifféent to religion I
This is a menstrous absurdit>' and a~ gross misrepresentatien. It is be-
cause Uic>' are sick cf the intoîcrarices and dogmatîsms, the pompous
commaniplaces, the sickîy formalismns, the sectarian rivairies and the
arbitrary restrictions on thought which make up s0 much cf Church life.
Religion instead of being a large and warm-hearted thing, is associated with ail
narrcwness, illiberality, and pharasalcal exclusiveness. Instead cf Christianiti'
being rep)rcsented as the patron and sanNfier of ever>' good thîng, nearly ever>'
gced thîng cames under its ban. The dramna, the fine arts, gymnastic relaxa-
tions, Uic innocent dance, the hearty joke, ail entertaifiment, and ail exuberance
of life, are frowncd an and dcnounccd as worldly, carnaI, and devilish. If 1
amn really pressed for an answcr te Uice question how it is that sc man>' have ne
interest in the Church and its worship, I would say that, instcad of fervent
prayer and selemai adoration, they hear a drawling eut cf endiesa catit, and a
scules flippancy i communion with G<>d. Instead of bape and joy, and love
and resignation receiving a manly encouragement fram Uic pulpit, life is repre
sented as an unavoidable misfortune, niisanthrcpy is fostered by Uic doctrines
eternafly babbled about of origia sin and the utter depravity cf human nature,
and thîs fine worid, which God bathk se richly adorned with every beauty, and
crowded with thc rescurces of cvery fcrin of happiness, is lazil>' and simperingly
larented over as a 'raie cf teans and a waste bowling wiiderness. The working,
reading, and thinking men of a great and free nation vil neyer believe i a gospel

of vulgar damnation and narrow-minded malevolence. I account, then, or so many
people keeping aloof from the Church, flot by the fact that they are irrelîgious,
but by the fact that they are religious. 'Ihey will flot be insulted, therefore they
withdraw. They will not hear the good and holy misrepresented and maiigned,
therefore they stay at home. Many of these men are men of earnest purpose
and habituai thought ; they aspire nobly and believe honestly. They read to
learn, and learn to live. TIhey are too brave to be frightened at ecclesiastical.
frowns, as they are too wise to be captivated by ecclesiastical gew-gaws. They
are men who, loving truth, pant for fellowship. But in the churches the love of
truth is superseded by the zeal of sectarian exclusiveness, and that is why so
many thousands of our countrymen find no home there.

What we really want is a masculine and earnest love of truth ;for
there is nothing sacred, nothing beautiful, nothing useful, now and forever,
but truth. If God be flot truth, He deserves no worship, and can bestow
no blessing. If Christ be flot truth, He is no Saviour, even though.
He died and rose again. If your Bible be flot truth, it can boast no
wisdom and prornote ne virtue. If your life be net truth, then are vou
in iîe and death eternally damined. TIhe Spirit of Truth is the oniy
regenerating, edifying, and consoling spirit. Its dominion absolute is liberty
al)solute ; its agitations constitute the very purity of peace. Truth
is the only living, universal, omnipoetenlt and eternal power. It is
the energy of ail life, the promise of ail hope, and the consolation of
aIl recoliections. It is the poetry of history, and the substance of every dream.
Prophet, priest and king, ail men obey with religious submission its grand
instructions. It constitutes the fascination of art, the certainty of science, and
the sarlctîty of civilisation. AIl government is tyranny where it does flot reign ;
ai joy turnis te reKnerse which it has flot inspired. Without it, thought is a
temptation, faith a falschood, and love a crime. It reconciles the mind to every
colossal mystcry, and strengthcns the heart to every stupendous sorrow. Is the
eye weak ? it softens the dazzling sAendour ; is the ear heavy ? it breathes
miusic in the soul ; do false men sneer?ý it itters a D)ivine and defying compli-
ment. It is the eye of Omniscience, and the righit arm of God's own Almighti-
ness. By its magie touch sadness is convcrted into song; when it spcaks chaos
breeds Iight ; where it lives dcath changes into immortality. No sceptre is s0
keen as its edge, no crown se resplendent as its sinile. Its benediction is a title
to undying fame, its curse a sentence of everlasting dishonour. There is no spot
of the ivide universe which it does flot make sacred with its impartial glances,
and under its look the vastness becomes definite, and the minute overwhelming.
Through its sweet purifying presence the desert is a happy home, and the
sepulchre a temple where the soul mneets the only Living One. The adoration
of truth is the very soul of religion. LAICUS.

THE ST. LAWRENCE ROUTE AND OUR TOURISTS.

Thiere are few things in which a new country like Canada is at a greater
disadvantage than in a cultivated appreciation of the picturesque. Perhaps the
feeling has been q"ite as fully developed in Quebec as in any other part of the
I)ominion, and this because of its comparatively long settlement and ità fuller
communication with European elements of life. 0f recent years our American
frîends have beceme conscious of their carlier social and iesthetic defect, and
have donc flot a littie te remnedy it; and their awakened passion for European
travel having greatly assisted the developing process, a somewhat distinctive
school of criticism cf European scenery and Art treasures has sprung up oni
this side the Atlantic,a school that would seem te manifest just that freshness
and vivacity that the old-world notes cf travel were bcginning to lack. It is

gnalypleasant to follow an intelligent American diarist through scenes that
ma= fus féel we ought te have made acquaintance with, but have net.

The beauty cf our Canadian cities and their surroundings forms; a more
important part cf the general well.being than is often receg.nized amongst us ;
especially cf those places that are situatcd uipon the great uine cf travel which
the citizens cf the United States in particular se largeay patronize. In making
and keeping these cities cf ours attractive, our thoughts for a long time ran
almost exclusively upen architectural advantagcs and novelties in building
designs, and these to the extent cf our means we have endeavoured te multiply.
But the picturesqUe in natural scenery, such as our Canadian I/ustrated

journal has se largeiy assisted in diffusing a knowledge of, is quite as im-
portant an element, and probably even the one that will be the most considered
by the tourist cf settled taste. The great line of summer travel may at present
be said to extend from Niagara Falls te the eut-ports cf Halifax and St. Johin,
and a world cf beauty and varied associations will be comprised in the few
days or wccks cf travel that may in this way be consumned. The Mountain
Park of Montreal is itself a wonder of the world; and if its able American
designer should be permnitted te finish what he has se well begun (we hardly
like te let any man finish his work without interference in Canada), the crown-
ing labour of* modelling the vistas through the woods, after an artistic anid
informcd fashion, may be expected te be accomplished. If the work be left to
be donc by seme poorly paid botch cf a craftsman, the results may be irrepara-
bic in their dcficiency, and a grand epportunity be lost both te the city and te
the world cf travel.

In Quebec (from which city we are writing>, with ail our artistic t&lk and
publication, we know how to botch things on occasion. In architecture we
have donc well cf late, as witness the beautiful spires cf the LavaI University,
closing in the unsurpassed coup doil from Durham Terrace; and we are now
making progress with Our ne w Legislative Chambers and public offices, with a
supenior class cf private residences in their neighbourhocd. As te the style
adopted fer the Gevernmnent buildings, the re'naissana is hardly ranked among
the purer styles cf architecture ; but the present exaznple, for which we fancy
Our French Canadian fellow subjects have almeat entirely to be credited,
romise a striking elevation, with broad effects and careful details, and, allow-

ing frethe ene drawback cf the quadrangular form, a general suitableneas to
the purposes to which it is te be put

.Put the scenery that surrounds thse city of Quebçc forms its well-known
and peerless advantage, compare it with what we will. It comprises the views


