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UNrUSUALLY RAPID EROSION lias created a e
5-miile cbiînci for tie Sittang River, India. A ditch 6 ft.
wide wvas dug in 1903 to draîin landc on a ncck iii a bend
of the river. The tide and fioods frequenitly overfliowed
tie ditch aîîd in receding rivulets toward it. ]in two
years tise ditch widened to, 300 ft. T1'ie flood wvaters thenl
fotund thecir svay into the diteli frot ahove and created
a waterfail of 5 Lt., w'licl rcceded I OU.) ft. iii a year,
xvorking finally into tic tîpper rivecr.

'I1-4r LOCATION 0F THE F!RST SECTION of the
A\lberta and Great W'aterway Railu'ay bas beeil complet-
cd andi if favorable wveather coniiitions continue it is

('Xpectcd to acconîplisli coîîsiclerabie confstruction wvork
yct tlîis year. 'lise entire riglît of Nt'ay to Fort mcMur-
ray wvili be cleared bctwceen nio\% and spring. asîd a party
cif surveyors wvili be kept continuially iii the fild uintil
thec location of thue entire line is complcted. Contracts
for tic tics sud rails wvill bc let shortlv, qo tbat they
can be distribtsted along the road bcd duiring the tîinter
iiiontlîs.

J VIT!- THE OFFICIAL OPINI\G of the niew railroad
thorouglifare over the River Sioie bv tlîe Frencbi Miniis.
ter of Public \'Vorks. '1M. V'iviani, the compfletion of tlbe
bligbiest viaduict ever liuilt. is l)rotiglit to tlîe attention of
tlie engineering tvorld. 'l'le viaduct is sittnated at Fades
on tbe Orleans railwav 5s'steni il, the Fay-de-Dome dle-

parîîîîelt, between the stations of Lepeyrotuse and V'olic.
Ft is l44,ý yards aliove the Streami, and was built at a cost
of $800,000. eiglît vears bcing taken Ill wvith ils construc-
lion. Previotusly tlîe higliest bridge over wisich a rai!-
road pa1sesl %vas tho Chokteik viaduct ini*3rsaia 3»
yards hIsîg.

RAITHER AN INTERESTING BRIDGE, said to liave
been built by Indians, is situiated about 206 mliles east Of
2rince Rupert. fl.C., tîcar the propocsed Iine of tlîe Grand
Trunk Railway. It is built of rounld poles, fastencd to-
gether u'ith telegrajil wvire and woodea pins, tlîe floor
lîeiîîg tbe only part wbere iilis are uised to aniy extent.

Notwo joints of the struc4tîre are nmade alike, but it
scenis, nevertlieiess, to do tl;e wvork required of it, tlîar
of providing ilieans of travel for pack trains [o cross
Bulkley River. Looking at it front a distance, it seenis
to bc nothing but a conglomieration of poies and -ire
stuick togetîsel, tvitlî ti particular reason for its not fali-
ing; the floor is ver>' unieven, and the joinîts of tbe differ-
cnit miembers are macle by lapping and bin(ling tlsem îvitli
wisre. But a dloser inspection show that the party '«ho
buit it liad a pretty good idea of engineering, for the
b>ridge is anl ingenious combination of canîtilever aîîd sus-
pension construction.

NEW' YORK'S 3MILLIONAIRE PLAYHOUSE. as tbe
gorgcously aj>pointed "New ilse.itre" just completed at
Central Park west and 621ld street is knowvn, wvas opeited
to tic pul)ic on, the igh-t of iNovemlber S. Jlroin the out-
side it iooks more like a Greck temple or ;in art iuSeui
tlîan the partiesîlar style oite 'is iccustomced te, sec ini
structures of [lus k-ind. On1 the' initerior the color sleee
througbiout is drîftwood and gold, relieved by a toucbi of
cerise iii tapestry and hangings, whlîe iii tlîe paîleis formi-
ing [he ceiling of tlie foyer are two iaganificent cil paint-
lngs, presented by Winm. K. Vanderbilt, and taken-i front
lus owin isalirooini wtails. The playlîouse is intended to
pronsote and elevate the legitinite draina, and ils erec-
tion tvas mnade possible by a fond subscribed to by svealthy
New Yorkers. E. I-1. Sothern and Julia 1\darlowvc. at tbe
lîead of a notable array of stars, presentinig Shakespeareýs
"Anthony and Cleopatra," liad [lie lionor of lîeing tlic
first to appear before the footliits. 'Plie .tlicustre i, tlîeý
lincest andI mlost costIv playiionse iii America.

31ACI\R~JY IMIPORI'E1 iiîto [lie Transvaal during
the first quarter cf 1909 ainounted iii valuie to $1,8S20,000.
anl ilîcrease of $344,648 wlicî comlpared witli the anîountl
for the corresposîding period of 1908. Evideiitly a good
mîarket iii tlîis -reslpect tvil]l be found there for sonie limie
[n ccie. eSl)cCiallIY iii vieve of tlîe fact thiat [lie goverîi-
nment lias miadc tlie first survey ansd comlpleted preliiîîiary
arrangements fo-r tlie extension of the raîlway froîîî
Pietersburtlg to tue copp2>r fil±ds at Meii.200 miles to
tie 11o1111. nitIi ais utt ilmateco Clti lL tiO Ucrcss tie Liîiii-
popo inito Riiodlesia. 'l'lie n'hol district tlirouigl syliili
tise railway '«iii ruiî is ricli in iiuîeral resources and
agricultîural î>ossibilities. auîd the construction of [lie hue.
wliiclî is to bie proceeded u'itli fortlin'itlî. will nsiark ail
imiportanît cpccii iii 'Transv'aal develnpniieîit.

A STEP CONTDUCIFlE TO PUBLIC SAFETY lias been
takeu at Toronîto iii the forn of ant cdict îssued by tlîe
Police Departnieîit îroliibiting the sale of stanîding roouîî
tickets at an>' of thc local theatres. Tlîat the autliorities
inteui to apply strilîgett nmasures to suppu'css tlie prae-
tice of ýcrowding [lie aisles and tise space back of [he scats,
is ev.îdenced in tic fact [bat tw~o [lîcatre mianiagers uvere.
subsequeuit to tlîe [ime Mvien tlie notice svas served, fiuîed
for v'iolatiuîg tlie order. Otlier cities iii Canada wvhere a
sisîîilar cvil exists slîould follon' Torosi[o's examrpie. It
n'îll bec recalled tiîat the great camnpaigui of inivestigations
tlîrouglsouit tlie country wliicli followed [lie fatal Iroquois
Theatre fire iii Chîicago a feu' >'ars ago, pointed out [bat
just sucli a coniditioni n'as onie of tlie greatcst dangers
wlsicli confroii[edl niost muiîicipilitics as regards [lîcir
playliouse. A rev'ien' of the existiîig conditionis iii a large
nuisil)r of Caniadiaui cities shsows tlîat tlîe drastic ineas-
tires tiien aclo1 ted for [lie safet>' of [be public, have been
but feebiy carried out. Anotiier idea, stiggested by Con-
troiler Geary, iii connection tvith the îicw order of things
in Toronîto, whlich slioiid be approve(i of by theatre msan-
agers anti cuforced b>' tie autiiorities, is [lie tlîrowin,
openl of fire exits after ecd performance, aîîd [lie encour-
agiuîg of the publie to tise these openiilgs, so tlîat tiieatre-
goers nia>' familiarize thiinseives with [lîcir locatic.uî and
[lic point of the street [o wbicb tlîcy iead.

COINCIDEN\T JT'îTH THE WIDEN!ING of tlic Ricli-
elicui Riv'er Chianniel ait [li port of St. Johni's, Qsicbec,

[,ller liarbor iniprot'enscnts, iiicluding [lie constructioni
of colîcr-ete wlîarvcs andc the erectioui of a railway bridge,
-ire beiiîg carried out iii a \'igorous imannier. 'The river
cliaunel, accordiîig to tlîe preselît planîs, is to liav'e a
'vidtl of 300 feet, .id a <lcptli of 14 feet: but it will
require severai years to conîplete the dredgiîig, tue ob-
ject beiîîg to cxteîîd [lic vork U' miiles to St. 'l'leresa
islaîid, iii wiiicl event 7 nmiles of tlîe Chanibl>' Cassai,
[lirougli '«ii ail the vessels piyiuîg tise Richielieui River
11as e [o uc towed, uvill no lonîger be uscd. Thiis w~ill be
of great besiefit to tlie commîîerce of tue river, as it wvill
nîateriaily reduce [lie cost of touage, 0n11Y 5 Muiles Of
tIse preseuit 12-tuiile canual tbcii being required for nav'i-
gation purposes. 'lic iiunccleiatec befits to lie <ierived
frci tue svork in its preselît state xvili be a coîîsideralie
redtucsiouî of the aliial spriîig iliuiliîla.tio:, of farîsi ].inds,
bor<devilig [lie IbatI.ÇS of [lie' river betucenl [lus port andî
I. ;tke Chiamplain. lu, additioli [o tîsis work. [lie cenl-
struction of couicrete wvlarves is at presesit uidcer n'av,
asild tIse Cauiadiaji Paci fi c Raii na>' i s replacinIg i ts olîl
bridge, built on piles, u'i[l a 1iioslersi oîîc of couicrete

1,iers atud steel superstructure, at aui estilliatedl cost of
$;200,<)(i. 'l'lie hiers %'ill bce of susflicient u'icltl to ac-
cossi iiin<Iakte a double track, tliv lrescît bridge beinsg
sinigle tracked.


