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Building Trades, I910-1918
Figu-res coinpiled by -the i)epartmenit 'of

Lebour, Ottawa, skow th!at du'r-iigth-e year 1918
,th-ere was a -sligit iincrea.ýse in the volume of
em-pioyment in the buiHling trades eo-rnmaied
witbl 1917 -as indiý-ated by -the value of',building
permits is'sued -in the 35 cities with populations
of 15,000 or over. The &sti.ate-d cost of the
building work in these cities iu 1918 was $36,-
838,270 ais compared with $33,936,426 in 1917,
an inerease of $2,901,844, or 8.56 per cent. In
the comparative table wbiceh accompaniesl the
repoirt ýand which groups -the oities. by prvncs
iiiicreas-es are shiown *iu al fli eiglit provinice-s
inicluded excepît N'ew Brunswick, Quebec and
Maniba. The. greatest inicrease, 149 per cent.,
was s'hown iu Nova Scotbia, and -s-bsta.ntiai in-
creases we're aliso reported in Alberta and Bni-
tigh-Columbia. 0f the largerceiti-es, Halýifax, Ot-
tarwa aird- 'Calgarry showed ma;rked increaises,
Toronto, Vancouver and Vic-toria also reported
iiecrea ses, and: Mourtrea1 -and Wi.naipeg rcported

sl.htdecreases. 0f the -sinatler centres,
Brantfo'rd, Kingstoii, St. Ca.thiarines, Regina,
and Mooise Ja.w reco'rded gains -as compa.red
wi th the pre'vious year.

The figure-s show that the pre-war level of
em11ployanent i'n the building 'trades bas been b-et-
ter~ maiurtai-e'd in Nova Scotia than lu any ýother
proviince, lu the years 1915, 1916, 1917 and
1918 the total for the tw'o Nova Scotia cities
was 'higher th-an iii any of the other five ye'ars
of thue record. Iu New -Brunswick, horwever,
thetotal for 1918 was le-ss 'than àt ha!s beenl for
any ye'ar -since 1910. lu the province of Que-
bec there has, beoen a ýsteady decline f romi the
higli level of 1913. The yearly percentages of
de-crelase for 1914, 1915, 1916, 1917 aind 1918 are
ap'proximately 28, 50, 20, 10 -and 22 pe.r'cnt.

The total for'the 14 Oiitarjoc cities fell f rom
$50,000,000 -in tbc record ye'ars of 1912 and, 1913
to $18,000,000 ini 1918. The lowest level 'wa's
reacheid in 1915 wilben there wa-s a fa.ling off of
over 60 per cent. f rom 1914. lu 1916 there was
an increa.se of 41 per cent. -over 1915, buât ln 1917
thjere wa.s a decrea-se of 14 per cent. over 1916
and iii 1918 an i-ncrea!se of o'uly 6 per cent. -over
1917. The figures for 1918 show a deerease of
63 per cent. from the record- year -of 19129 and
an increasce of 29 per cent. cver 1915 wben the
volume of building permiùts reacbed the lowest
figuresinice- 1910. Iu thb- four western provin-
es 'the. 'igble'st figure wa's rearobed iu 1912 and

ýt«he lowe'st figure in. Ma.aitoba, Sa'skartchewan,
and Alberta ln 1915, while ini British Columbia
thle Iowest figure was repo'rte-d iu 1917. Iu
Manitoba the amouut fo0r 1918 'shows' aà decr@ase
of 113 per cent. -over 1912 (the record yeair) .and
an incren.se of 15 per cent. over 1915 (the year
building permits rea!ched lowest .amrount.) ITu

Sa:sabchcwatfli coi'responidiîrg decrea'se aud
iincrease i.inouiit ito 89 pier ýcent. and 279 per
cent. l'ii Alberta the deerease is 95 per cent.
and tbe iiicrease over tbc miinim aiont
since 1910 îs 2:36 per -cent. Iii British Colruimbia
the decrease f rom. the mnaximnum, figure iu 1912
is 94 per* 'ce-it. and ithec increase over tbe mini-
mumi of 1917 îs 85 per -cent.

The statî*istics quoted above are f-or 35 Can-
adian cities 'y and do îiot ii-ldc -a nuxbeîr
of smialier inidustri-alcentres su-ch as Welland,
Niagara. Falis, Woodstock, Chatham, Gait,
Oweii S'ound, Belleville, Brockcville, Pembroke,
and other growing m:-anufacturing townis. It is
safe to. estimate thait blie buildinig opena:tions lu
the sinaller cities and towns niot enumlerated
and ln the villages and faring districts, wo nid
equal as much, if not more, thlian the total shown
for the 35 urban centres.

Building Prospect 1919

One cf the n1mt prornising f eatures of thc
building outlo'ok is the volume of public im-
provements to 'be carried out durimg thc pre-sent
yea1.. Withi the paist mou'th a very -compre-
hensive program lias been annou'uced by the
Onitario, Goverumneuit involving anl expenditure,
of $25,000,000 -of wbicbl $20,000,000 will be. de-
voted to.'building work alouile.

Projeots definiit-ely decide-d upon 'include new
buildings and repairs to tb'e existiug Provin-
cial buildings at Toronto cost $658,500, -aud sim-
i1a.1r undertakingis els'ewbere in the Province as
fo'llows: Broockvile, $76,800; H-a milton, $70,620;
Kingston, $110,000; Londicon, $104,500; Mimico,
$89,600; Whitby, $482,800; Wo-od'stockz, $128,-
500; Ottawa, $38,550; Normal Schools, Londeii,
Hamilton, North iBay, Pete-rboro ausd Stratford,
$20,200; Belleville, $50,500; Brantford, $71,500;
Guelph, $12,100, other expenditures under this
classification, $139,460.

New construcotion a.nd rcpair.s iii Northern
Ontario. districts it la estim'ate-d wil1 reacb ap-
p)ri.aatrly $204,670.

These improvemients it is figured will1 fur-
ilishi empliynmcnt for 40,000 men du ring the
suimmer monbths, and refer to Ontario alone.
Tbey do not take iinto accoun-t the. programme
of jauproveine-nlts to be carried out by the Dom-
inlin Goveriiment, wbich will substantiaily con-
tribuate to fuitber takce uip the 'present labor
-silack due to demobilization.

Besides the $925,000,000 whichli tas been made
avail-able for improving the biousing conditions,
it la tlic intenltion -of the F-ede.ral authorities to
proceedý wi't other work of diret benefit to the
building trades, including alteration and repairs
on an extenlsiive scale to existing government

(Go nclitded on page 63.)


