
THE CHZINESE CRUSADERS.

flot permitted to lead themn into acta of license. Only
four years ago, their insurrection began in the Sonthern
province of Kwangsi - through which they have gradu-
alIy movedl forward to the lake provinces, thence to Nan-
king, and have now got possession of rriany hundred miles
of the great river (the Yaig.-tse-kiang) and of the grand
canal which runs north-ward to Pekin from the mouth of
the riv 'er. Allthe insurgents seemed "lwell-clad, well-
fed, well-provided for in evcry way, content, and as if
sure of success."1 IlAt their approach the people and the
retainers of the old administration are everywhere ap-
palled, îind fly like chaif before the stormy wind."1 The
extremelv higli authority over ail nations which these
religious insargents uniiforrnly arrogate to themselves is
tbat whizhi most f1is the Eng-lish and Frenchi settiers
with fear and dislikze./ Morally they seern to admit their
superiority to the o]d regiine.

The American visitors were a1Iowved to examine the
arramygements as they pleased, They saw a great many
proclamations in the "Heavenly City" (Nanking from the
acting King Yaiig-tlie Artroiji of the royal confederacy),
on"I the distribution of foocd, of clothes, and of medicines;
on the paymnent of taxes; the preservation of property;

To-day's Times contains an arrogant proclamation to the English
at Hong-Kýo.ing, purporting te cerne from the insurgent leader, and de-
manding- their surrenderzof arms and ships, on ,%vhich terns he offers
themn Iltheir miserable lives."* Hie tells the Englisli that they are 'lun-
fit for civilization,"1 and makes other amusing and opprc'briolus commente
on their conduct and moral qualifications. W~e doubt if the document is
genuine. It is consistant wvith the high dlaims of the Insurgents and
with their patriatic desire to redeemn their native land fi-am very encroach-
ing crlonists. But it is inconsisient with their great and unitbrmn polite-
ness hitherto to ail strangers, inc!uding the E-'njlish. If genuirie, it indi-
cates thiat sufficent moral arrogance is mixed tip with their religious and
patriotic fervor (which was equally true of Hebrew enthusîasm,) but
does nlot ctiange our impression of the essential characteristics of the
movemnent.


