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"$LITTLE PAUL'S CHRISTMAS."

CY, BEAUTIFUI, stunsot stained the western

A sky-gold and crinison and scarlet-sucli
P/I' soft goldaid ricli crirnson sid brighitscar*

let! L ivotîld have beeîî a pleasant spot
frorn which to 'watcb the suri set on a summier
cvening, that gently sloping billside, wvitb a sil-
very brook: at the foot, green fields stretehing
away until tlîey seemied te meot the sky at the
west; and the fore.4t ait the back ivith sbady
patis leadtiig away into its leaf'y leptlis. V1liis-
ant indeed, witlîflic fragrant broath of ivild
floivers seenting tbe air, and the înurniur and
sigh of' the breoze lis it Iluttered thc leiives, the
dreaining hîînî anîd buzz of insects, swcct bird
,notes, and the tinkle, gtirgle and splosh of the
brigbt ivaters of the hittle brook, blending to-
gether like an evcning hynin of praise.

But it n'as very difféent co cold Deceniiber
evcning. The wi,îd wailed as it swept tbrougli
the forest, tessing the haro bon lis of thc trees
and wbirliîîg tlic dead rustling Icaves over the
frozen ground. The birds hall long since Il,)Nwn
aivay ; the fluwers withered at the chili breatlî
of the frost; Uic littie stroni n'as bouind fast
wvith iey fettere, and the brown lields lookcd
(lroftry indeed.

Little Paul stood n'atcbing the sunset whilc lio
restied, vith -the faggots lie had gathcred iii the
forest lying at is8 feet. Heshivered as the keen
wintry - nd fourni its ivay througlî bis seftity
clothing,ibuit lie kcpt bis great dark oyos flxed
on the western glory. Ris hands ivere Yedi with
colii and hardenod witlî toil, thongh lic n'as
s0 sniall. OnIy a tiny boy wvas lie, but looking
in the pale patient face you wvould linon' lie
%vas %wallcing iiand ini land witlî sorron', and
Icarning lier lessons, sad yet sivect.

silice tie dity tlîey laid lus nuotier beside the
fâther, n'hi died before lie n'as born, noe grave
bad been malle iii the littie clîtrcli yard but
Ilittil'z tonte hîad watered it, ais they, foll in
synupatly for Lhic bearts sad as bis owuîi. Ho
1*tar ard, and se loarrned te pity otliers ; and
blis scanty crtists often round thcir ivay tri tliose
lie tlîougbit more uîeedy thmnn hiîuîself. Hol hll
little rest amnd Nvas ofteuî weary; day by dily his
step n'as figliter niud lus Voice ksolter as hoe pitssedt
tie cradle of the sleepinîg babe, and lie n'as
quicer withbis lîelp vheil tircd ]Ikrtlîat stoojîcd
to lift soule heavy bujrden, and liho leariîed te
n'atcli for Jaucolî's coiiing boule ilt niglît, and
drag tic great irii-cliir' to the cool porcb ini
suiir, andl uîarer thîe lîriglît lire ini tlie
winter. Tfioro n'as a sharp pain ini bis sie ilow
anîd then, and lîe did not feel qîiitc strcng, s0 lie
nover caine honme froni gatlieriiig Nvood in tlie
forest withiît a l)lnCb of <lelicate woodlaîîd
ilowers or a feîv %vild stab rrisd aind ripe,
anîd, wbien Ilowers and bernies wero aIl gone,
briglit pclbies, gay autuiinnu Icaves, or lin;idftils
of* nus, for poor crippled Mary ; lie ivas lio
stranger to u,îkind ivords, snd eveui bloi's-so
lie grew mîore tender to every living tliing.
iîcy did not nîcan to bc unkiid-Bortia, and

*crl-ut tierc %%.Crû Inaiy little iîmotitls te
ho lillod and nimauy littlc bodies te be clotîed,
anud tlîey liad ]et eartlîly toit anid care se titi
tieir livos Qluit tluey seldonu tioughît or God, ot
thîe dear Mothier M an:îd tf lier M)vinec Son1,
oc.ept for a littbe mvbile 01 Stinday lit Mass.

Yeti iny hoe sure that altlîougli Little raul's
faice grew thiin, snd ]lis checeks n'ere nt osy
like yours,-except non' and thonî a red spot
ivlion lie n'as tired cir lus cougli hurt liim,-le
wîis nîoue thie less fair. 'fie pale patient lips
opened only f'or n'ords of prayer anid kuîîdness,
tic sad cyes looked oully love snd pity and
forgivenles, thue l'Cd roîîglu bIUIîds were îîlways

buynI willig ser-vice, anmd bis licart ivas 60
floralgood tliouiglits, cvii oould find 11o place

to enter. Ali if Berthia and Jascob could have
seenl Ilim a lbis Gtitrdîii Angel san' bill), they
wouhd have knon lion hoaitil the littie
orplîa boy n'as greing. luis young, pure
hîeart i'as always beating to huoly, grateftul
thîoîighîts. HeN wuîs 80 fteui alogne, poor boy, and
se innfocnt, tiat lus niind nas Ull ofl tiouglits
whietî lus niotiier 1usd hlsced tiiere lîy bier pions
tslk to bini cf Jestis and Mary snd thie angels.

Little Pauil looked log1 tte u1st tîîdrow frorn lus luosoni a pictre tofet tel <ear cliled
Christ Jesus ini Uic arnus of His beautifill
Mother: lie pressedl it to luis beart anîd lips, snd
thîoîight as lie lookod lovingly at it :" How
beaiitifill thîey lire! ", Dear, good Fuitler Johnî
gave it te nie fle day lue died, wlîiîn Berthia let
mme go to lus cottage %vitli thc bîtue violets T. hall
gathiered for tie altjr or thîe Bleused Virgin.
D)ear, good Fatier Johini!Ilie talked te nie en
long that, evening of thie dean- Clîild ,lesîîs, and

bush, anud told nie thîe firat lIower tlîat bloned
I nîut give to t)e dear hittie Cluild Jesus. Mienî
lie butd Yien nie bis blossing, lie stood a long

tinîboôh iîî t thic sky whIerc it n'as ail red., ais
it is now ; lus lips iinoved as if lie was prayiuig,but lie didîi't say a ivord ; sud bis eyes n'ere fui.,
of tenrs. 1 slioul have tlîoughit lie was sad,
only lie lookcd happy too,-and se bhl, Ilke the
piettres ef the Saints ini the Clîurcb. *J wornder
why Bertha sud Jacob nover t.slk te ic abolit
thîe dean Jesus, the Bhessed Virgin and lîcaven.
IL nist be because tlîcy are poor snd have te
ivork se liard; thîey bave ne tille. If 1 should
go ai'ay, thucre îvouhd be one less to work for,
and perhiars thîey would have tinue te think of
Ou r Dear ?lord. I n'onder if I coutl go! My
niothier used te talk te me of hucaven and its
beautîful gate; it n'as so long ago 1 aluîost for-
get what it was like, but tlîat mnust be the gate
oven thîre-all thiat red sud gold ; God lots uis
se it a, littie ile that ive mnay net miss thue
n'ay. How good Mle is !

" Teoirnon' will be Chiristmîas, snd uuîy rose
wilh blossomn for thîe firât tinie. 1 thouglît te
take it te thîe pniest, aud ask ii to put it by
the crib of the dean little Chiild Jesus ; but 1
will take it to-uîighi, snd go and kiîook at tile
beautiful gate; I wîih lay nîy rose nt tlue feet of
Jesus, I n'iIl tell Mini I arn a poor littie boy, sud
bave notbing ciao te give Mmmi, but thuat 1 love
Mini se well I coutl net stay savay any longer,
anîd beg Mlini te let nie livo witlî Hîni forever."1
Biusy uvith thiese thougbts he picked up the
faggots anid burnied huome.

Thcre n'as noe one in thoe hittle kohemi n'hic
lie eutered, and lie laid. the faggets down on the
lueartlî, carefulIy placing oui eue side the fragrsiît
bouglis of evergroon lie bad gathucncd to niake
the hare mont look a little like Christmas; lie
siuiiled as lie look around, snd sawv tie fait goose
ail ready for roasting ou flic muornon', and thueuglît
that tbe ligry chiildreui, n'bo se seldoni hi a
fg00ci dinneur, would have bis shiare too. Thon ais
le ivont to Luis rose and gently broke Ulic steni,
bis liusy littlend 'vas stihl füli cf Ioving, grate-
fi tluoughîts, II Berthua loved good Fatien John,
snd shle liaûs been se kiumd she aln'ays givos iny
rose tlic wn'aiest corner cf flic lîearth at nigliL
for fièar theo frost n'iIh hurt it. I ivili ouîly take
the Ilowc's ; the biush wilI blossoni aigain forhier."1

le ilaced the lif opened buds etirofuully nii-
der luis puoor toruii jacket, and stol e soft ly on t. At
thie gatc lue pstused, and taking ent hi 5 little pic-
turc, said te uinîsoîf: 'Il shial net îmeed it ini
heaven; I shuail soc the cloar Child Josuis snd flie
Blessed Vimgiui ail the tinue; sud poon siek Mlary
aln'ays siilos in lier drenîing if sîme fl'als asîeep
n'ittu lion clieek resting ou it; 1 %vill leave it n'itli
lier." So lue wnt back, simd giving a hast lovîng
hock nt the beatifutil littie pioture, lie îîrossed it,
te lis lips, simd laid it ou1 the pillon' of thue slecp-
iimg girl, uvithl s nuriiiurod lîna3'r.

Little Pauil n'alked oui snd on oveî' thme ]ouicly
rnd ; tlue suniset radiance grewv dim, tilon fisdod
quite an'ay, but lie did nît pause ; lie ivalked on
stesdily, prsying : "IDear Blcssed Virgiu, pleaso
scîîd rny (iusrdiau Aigel te luold muy hiaud fast,
anid tend uic to thue bosutiful gtoe."* Thme snon'-
f lakecs -ouîînîeniceçl te fait, siowly atlimrst, thonu
l'aster and f'aster, tuuîtil road sud tree simd rock
wero ahi alike covorod nitli a îamthe cf' pure
whuite. Theo ittie feot îuîoved slon'er anmd shower
uîon ;-at hast tluey could go no farther.

Little nauit sauîk don'n by the side of al suon'-
covored rock. "I1 dîd liot thumnk ut n'as so far
Uiitired, andIs80sleopy,. 1'11 say ni)y pray ers, and
wni it is unming 1 n'ili go oui te the Beautifuil
Osto."1 Ho said the prayens lie liad learriod at
luis umother's kuice,-" O'ur Fathier," sand "Hait

May" "Aets of' Conîtrition, Faith, Hope aud
Cliun ity ; anmd ail the tinem thie sivet voice gnon'v
faiîitor, and the -words dropped sîciver snd slowen
freinu thue cold, n'iite lips.

As lue ccasod it soonîed te huini thiat lue lîcur<l
his unainie, " Paul, littie Patil," se clear, s0 sn'et,
swoeten thisu the uuusic ini thue chu rch on Sunday.
Ho hiftd bis huoavy eyes, sud a love ol' rapture
broke over tic pale sad face, softcr sud bniglitor
tlîamftie daN'ui of a Msyt)-day, morîiug; a
Iîeavenly ghory sliono aIl arouu<l ; n'hite-robed
fonius n'ith glittorng crowius on their bnon's, sud
Zoldeii harps ini thoir buands, nearer thxeir tender
lace beaumîîg with love. Sonuie thuat hie ken,-
lis inotler, good Fathuer Johnt. J.ittie Pauil foîlt
thuenn noar; lue <lii luot se0 theni-for bouî<iîîg
over huinu n'ere thue faces of luis pietunoe, ciily
lovelier, lovelier thian lie liait evor eveu dlreuuied.
Little Paiul dren' forth Iisi roso-buds, snd as lie
laid thcui nevemouutiy nt the fect of the Cluid
Jesuis, thuey burst iuuto gloriotis blossomis; louder
snd clos rer sn'elled Miue sweet notes of' the glad

softly shilling stars, and thue Blossed Virgin
laid ouil luis breast a lily.

Next mroig they fotind the body of little
Psul cold sud pale, wiflu a saille cf' huoly jey
tipon luis lips. Tcndorly they liftod tie tort,
sud ou bis brest, untouched by frost, bhooîuud
a Ely, puirer, %vluiten simd sweeor thuat any
eantluly flowen.

PUREST OF' THE PlURE..

I.
cffURE as thesnows, n'csay. Ali! uîcverlIake

Fel throîîgh the brooding ail.
One-teuth as fair

As M1ary's seul ivas maude for. Christ's (lent satie,
Virgiui ImmuuîsLlâte!

Thme nbitost n'hiteucss of thue Alpinec snon's
l3eside thy staiuîloss spirit dusky grow's.

II.
Pure 0.s Vie stars! Ah! uever lovcly îlighlt

WVore in its diadern
Se pure a geuîu

As tlîat wvlich fis thîe ages with its liglut,
Vingiuu Inunuactulate!

The îîeerhess spleiidora ol' thy seul by fan
Outsuiue the gloîv of hieavouu's oboarest star.

Pitre as the liles ! Denrest Queeui fergive
The fond lut feehle trope-
Alotlier of hope,

Fair love anmd huely fear! thuene doos not live,
Vîrgin Inumuaculatel

Lui ail thue grassy huaxuuts whuere lihies bIen',
As whlite, as rare, ais sn'eet a flon'er as thonî!

Tliose huappy i'ords eau tell
'l'lie muiracle

0f 110%v diviuuoly innoîcent dioeu art,
Vir-gi Iuiuîîacuilato!

Uiudor thy shilinîg cloak eut vileuîess bide,
Lest luer own, ciuidned shiould disgnace the BridIe.

"4 IF A BODY MEET A BODY."

If a feller catchl a follor cannyiig off huis îo~
shîouild a relier n'hile a foller if a feller coîuhd
Gonuuuaiton'îi Emîporiumuu.

if a body catch a, body stealiug huis ol<i u'e,
shoîuld a body kicc a biody tili a body cry ?-
Cincinnuati Tiquirer.

If a body spy a body creepiuig roîund luis lot,
shmotîli a body treat a body te a tend of shot ?

Nonn'îch Nxesys.
If s body catch s bodhy steaiuug his ExPu'e-s,

sluotildui't a body seize s body sud try te got
red mess ? "ý-Ptersburg Ex press.

If s body wvauts a body luis Store te patrenizo,
shîouidi't, s body psy s body muouicy te sdvontie?
-Lyîcluburg Expross.

If a body sce a body; appropuiste luis luat.,
shiould a body kick s bod y jtiqt for doiuîg that ?-
Star,

If a biody catch ù, body steshiuug of bis chiiekeus,
sluould a hbody lick à body like the Vcry diokeis ?
-Coniter Democrat.

If s buody catchu a body stealiug a-Il luis conî,
slold a body unako a body uîsh lue n'ssn't
bon ?-Janeshore' Gazette.

Ifsa body spy s body " totimg " off buis goose.
shuoîuld a body flog a body huko the veny douce?--
MountlX ernouî Star.

If s bedy ask s body te take thec counîtry
nen's, shueuld a liody to a body say, "I1 beg you'hl
nue excuse ? "-Home Journal.

if a bcdy catchl a body stoahiuîg bis îîînbneiler,
shuouil sbodly snuasl a bodly ou a ody'es saîcer?
-Soutbonm Recordeor.

If a body catch s body phsyiiig of lus uvit,
shmould s body tell a body lue 1usd botter quit ?-
Advoeate.

Thme Lonidon Society Timues tolls al iteny of s
certain ohd clergymuan whlo did uîot exacthy lit
it off n'uth luis c'uuigrogatiou, sud so at hast aP-
piied l'or sud roceived the appoiîtuîot cf "ochat)-
tuain te a large peuuitoutiamy."' No proachod .
fanon'ehl sermoni, net a word of whuieli coutl auîy
cime ohijeot te, excopt thue siîuguulaniy iuiapprc-
imiate toxi., 'hieh gave grest effoims It n'as:


