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The foregoing table may be summarized as follows:

MOBE OR LEss THAN 1891.

ARTICLES.

Valie
exported Quantity. Price. Together.

1892.

ninals Living .................. 10,539,412 - 755,000 - 104,0001- 859.5-3
45,061,067 + 11,130,000 - 381,010+ 10,749,389BQUry ii5 o!Foanrika 

3,.0..3.48y11 8 w M ateriais. . . ........ . . 14,8 2,215; + 1,237, 00 - 511,000 + 725,658
............... ...... .. 74,893 + 31,000 + 300+ 3 ,811anfactures ........................ 23,827,748 - 1,024,00- 86400- 1,110,650Wecellaneous ....................... 1,378,913 + 358,000' + 29,000 + 387,126

Total...................i 95,684,253 + 10,977,000 - 1,050,000 + 9,926,509
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of the private company means a loss to the
public of the whole cost of the canals, less
what the successful rival might be willing
to give for them, when it had driven tbem
out of the field of competition. If the pres-
ent canals, after all that bas been expended
on their development, are too small, the
duty of enlarging them still further would
bave to be considered; and enlargement, if
it were in the public interest, would be the
true policy. But to license a competing
company to destroy the property in th
existing canals, could not be justified as
being in the public interest.

It is difficult to conjecture what is the
real meaning of men wbo talk of building
new canals alongside those which exist,
and of superior capacity. They mean, for
one thing, if they are at all serious. com-
petition which would be destructive to the
present canals. Is it patriotic, or wise, or
reasonable to arm them with this power ?
What is the public to gain by the succesa
of new canals? Increased accommoda-
tion. Very good. Every lake port will
become a seaport, in the dream of enthu-
siasts, and the carrying of produce will
become less costly. It is not probable that,
i any case, every lake port would become
a seaport, though it is no doubt true that
enlarged canals would cheapen freights by
admitting a larger class of vessels. This
would be the indirect advantage which the
public would gain ; but gained at the cost
of the destruction of the value of the pre.
sent canals, it would be dearly bought.
The true policy would be, if a change muet
come, for the Government, the owner of
the present canals, to do, by a smalil ex-
penditure, what a company could o.nly do
by a large one.

Mr. Dutton, the promoter of the Bill, is
reported to bave described the measure as
originating with "capitalists in the West."
Thle phrase is rather dubious, but we sup.
pose the Western States is meant. By
whomsoever conceived, the chance of its
being executed cannot be great. It might,
perhaps, he ranked with visionary schemes
which look the more imposing according to
their scope and magnitude; but why run
any risks that what looks like folly might
be converted into reality? While the
authority to build rival canals existed, it
would be a constant menace to our own
artificial waterways.

MARITIME COMMERCE.

Continued.

CAPE BRETON.

In the last century Louisbourg, Cape
Breton, was quite a fishing emporium.
be fishing fleet of that port in 1752 con-
isted of 46 sloops and 148 shallops. The
rrivals at Louisbourg were in that year
73 brigantines and 5 other craft; in all
78 sail. There were fitted out at Isle
oyale, or Cape Bc( ton, 33 sail, and the in.
reased catch in 1753 was 97,450 quintais,
'hich yielded over a thousand barrels of
il. The value of the fisheries amounted
o 2,084,450 hîvrti, exceeding 1752 consider.
bly, one estimate for that year having
een 1,771,960 livres. Tbe importe fron
rance in 1758 were valued at 1,068,881
vres, xpor¢<s pt 735,805 livres. 'per


