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the' effort to, hold their trade andi keep their mnills un-
rüng, Canadian woolenj manufacturers have cut prices
extensîveiy, and in xnany cases have t un at an actuai
loss. Another point lroughit up for argument by iîp-
holders of the present tariff arrangemnent, narnely, thiat
the value of imnports lias flot increased very inateriaill
after ail, tnay be met by thc couniter-argumnent that the
quantity of those inmports has very niateially increasetl,
but that, owing to the considerabiy depreciated PI ices ini
tlîat line of goods, the aggregate value lias sho\vn no
very mnarked increase.

DO MESTIC TEXTILE MANUFACTURES.

One of the most pleasing features of the past year in the
dry goods 'trade has been the increased eaul for dress and
other goods of doniestîe manufacture. Lines of woolen
goods of fluer grades which, at one time, were always tri-
ported, are now made at home, and what is more important,
they have nmade a naine for theniselves. This applies more
particularly to, ladies' dress niaterials, but ini considerable and
increasing ineasure to men's clothing as well. In many hunes.
110w, these home productions are fully the equals of the mi-
ported article in fastness cf dye, style, durability and aIl
essential points. So well kniown are Canadiani wooleus bce-
comiug, even at outside points, that it is flot too much ta, say
that Within the r.ext few Years a considerable export trade
may be expectzd tu spring up.

Canadian cotton milîs at the prescrit time are very busy
-engaged, to a large extelit, on orders which have been in

hand for soie tume past. Sheetir.gs, týannelcttes and grey
and whit., cottons especîally are ira very keen demand, and
the manufacturers are a, little behind in deli',eries, thougha
workirg as hard as they eau go. Qne feature of the situa-
tion is the smalluess of offerings of cotton goods from
across tîte Ue, owiug to the heavy doniestic demand tiere.
Prires continue vtry flrmn both here and there. and this, of
course is having its effect.

MINING IN THE KOOTENAY DISTRICT.

It is agreeable to find, amng the columus of minig
gossÎp and stock-jobbing rubbish that so oftent pervade Cana-
dian flewspapers, an occasional utterance about mining mat-
ters that indicates knowledge and sauity. We have been
attracted by some sentences in the interview of Mr. S. H. C.
Miner with a correspondent of The Toronto World, at Grand
Forks, B.C.. under date 3rd October. Mr. Miner, who is an
Eastern Townshîps man, is largely interested in what is
known as the Granby smelter at Grand Forks, and in mrining
properties thereabout, and lie is sali to have had experience
iu Anierican mining operations in former years. He tells
the World mian that in hais opinion British Columibia develop-
ing by regular and proper methods of procedure will be al
riglit in time, so far as its mining iuterests are concerned.
Said he, emphaticaîîy, "The days osf 'fakes' are practically over.
True deveJopment and equipment, properly done, will ensure
the future of the province with its, enormous bodies of low-
grade ore. But houest work must lie doue, instead of 'play-
ing the stock market, and leaving the mines to take care of
themnselves."

This is good sense. aud it needs to bc taken to heart by
tnany foolish people who are stili venturing their money in
so-called mines on the strength osf the stories told by an
ignorant prospector., or a fake expert, or a "slick" broker.
Referring to the great quantities of copper and gold ore in
the Boundary country, Mr. Miner dweit upon that fact that
they are largely low grade, that to mine themt profitably one
must have cheap freiglit, cheap smelting and the latest labor-
savîng devices. "Economies effected each succeeding year, as
the result of experience will," he says, "go a long way to-
wgrds uiakiug mîing in the Beundary not only a paying but
a very profitable industry." How different are such sober state-
ments frc'm the rose-colored trash with which some corre-
spondeuts or company-formers are perpetually filling the pub-

lic car. It does no good to, British Columibia to overstate or
to niisstate lier minerai wealth, She is a richiy endowed
province, aiid deserves to, be, as we trust she will be, a pros-
perous one. But to blow bulibles or make up sparkling lies
about the actuai conditions aud the immediate prospects of
lier mining activities is to do lier injury in the minds of
sensible and soiid people at home and abroad, who, are the
class she needs vastly mort than she needs moueyless, con-
scienceless speculators.

A VISIT TO THE SAULT STE. MARIE INDUSTRIES.

FiRST PAPER.

j"So vou have beeli at the Soo, have you ?" said a breeîy
fellow-townsniati, as the writer reached home the other day
1 romn a trip north. "Weli, and what do you think cf the
works ?" The saine question lis been put, no doulit, to many
a visitor; and if it was found easy to answer, this experieuce
was not that of the writer, who was one of a group of pas-
sengers by C. P. R. steaiiier,fromi Owen Sound one Tuesday,
landing on Wednesday in the lock of the Amenican canal at
the Sault. It may naturally lie asked by stay-at-houîe folk,
just here. why flot the Canadian lock ? And tlicy iniglit also
ask, as we did, why did our vessel take the Atnerican chanuel
up the Ste. Marie river and flot the Canadian ? The answcr
to both enquiries proves disturbing to the complacencyof any
loyal son of the Dominion. We took the United'States chan-
nel because it gives twcnty feet of water, while the Canadian
gives only fourteen anda haîf, and our steamer was drawing
fifteen feêt. The Auxerican hock was preferred 'because, ai-
though the C.4nadian one is in every respect admirable, the
approaches to it are inîperfect, lu Cther words dangerously
fauity. Why, when wve have gone to the expense of a nioderui
and commodious lock, fit for the 400 and 500 foot steamiers
that 'iow carry su large a part of the Lake Superior traflic,
we should leave the approachts in such condition that deep.
(Iraft steameirs wili flot risk theniselves ini theni, is a question
that d'e Ottawa authorities miglit w.ith propriety be desired
to auswser, If it is worth while-aud it is worth while-to
bull between twu great lakes a canal, boasting a lock of
which the Goverument aud the people of this country are
j ustly proud, it is assuredly peuny-wise pôlicy to stop short
of making the test of the Canadian canal worthy oif the lock.

1 But this paper is intended to, he a series of comments on
the industries tu be scen at the Canadian Sault, aud the te-
mark upon the canal between Lakes. Superior aud Huron is
but au incident by the way. Being su fortunate as Io fai in
with a min who hiad lived for a dozen years un the Outario
side o f the river, we used the inainemorial pnivihege of visitons
and askcd questions-questions as to the growth of the place,
its population, its civic arrangements. Qne vivid tact eiicited
was thtis, whereas in 1896 a building lot 33 feet by îoo in the
town b-rouglit an average price of $25, such a lot is now wonth
Si2o. What bas' wrought the change ? The industries estab..
hished and in progress wlîose authors are the Clergue Syn-
dicate, as it is popularly called. For the information osf those
who read with care the daily papers one does uot need to
give a list of these. Nor shaîl I venture upun a stateinent,
eveu if I possessed it, of the dimensions of aîl 'these huge
stone structures of the consolidated compauies, and the mil-
lions expeuded iupoit thein1. Such a register wuuld tax tftc
memory of a George jolinson and the comprehension of a
Brunel.

Wheu the advance-&rd of the syndicate, on the look-
out for water power upon a large scale, neaclied the Sault in
j894, or thereabout. the towu authorities of Sault Ste. M%,arie,
Ont., had coustnucted a power canal with which to operate
electric lighting for the tawn, and a debt of $i8oooo had been
iucunred by the îunicipality in so doing. Aîong thie first
things the Syndicate did was to acquine this power; aud it is
worthy of note that they made no grasping bargain with the
town, but recouped aIl that had been expended, dollar for
dollar. From this begiuning they went on eularging thse
canal aud inacneasing the power, until there are 4iz water
w.heels of 4oo horse-power eacis, iu use now, and sufficient
head 11harnessed" for thouisands of horse-power mure. While


