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occupicd 'two days for its course, the sec-
ond s.ction onv day, and the third spent
ouly onc day in going to Credit Ranges by
ratl, liring its cours:, and maiching back
to Stanley Barracks. The s.ctioun's perform-
_ance o1 a good physical test was very cred-
itabl:. By ihis we sce that of 8365 days
on: third of the company had two day’s
. practice, and two ‘thirds of the company
on: day’. practice in p.rhaps the most in-
disp.nsabis part of a soldier's education.
There is a lack of interest among the men
in the results of the practice ; buu as there
is little ropumeration for good shooting
this i8 mot to bu wondered at. There is,
it is true, the homor of gaining the com-
pany's guns or the cotton guns. The Gov-
crnnnt is put to no expense for these bad-
ges ol merit. The canteen fund supplics
them, and to show the lack of interest in
their distribution I may state that, though
the cou.s: was completed Jast August, it is
not known yet who are entitied to wear)
them. The Governnwnt takes no interest
in and oifers nq inducement vohatever for
wood shootimg in the Permanent Corps..
Ought mot this state of things to be al-
tercd 2 It is of the highest importance
that th: soldier should be thorougily

trained in the use of his rifle, so trained |

that even bad shots may by practice be-
com: usciui contributors to an enemy’s
mortality bill. And to do this more ammu-
nition is n.cded, and more competition to
excite interest amomg the men. If the
numb:r of rounds were doubled something
would b: donz, and were the Government
to otfer, suy $10 for company shot, and
$5 to a pereentage of marksmen, there
would b: stiff compotition. Litile apathy
woult b: shown then. Those changes
would mot cost more than $1,000, a small
sum to balnnce against increas:d effort for
pioliciemey. If the figures of merit of the
various schools were publishod, espritt
d’ccole would b stimulated. I hope this
last sugg stion would not liad to the mak-
ing of any of thos: abnormal scores which
have mad: the League famous. And if
the marksm'n’s nam. s were placed in Regi-
m.ntal oidre, o distinction would be con-
ferr-d on the cross-guns, which would help
to lift them from their present limbo of
indiffercne . I hope the general will glance
at this hranch of military training and
bid the soldicrs shoot.”

Yours truly
“MARTINI-METFORD.”

In Favor of Ceremony.

To the Editor Canadian Military Gazotte.

In igincial ord.rs for the Canadian Mili-
tin o« Janua.y 31, 1894, th: following
pacegraph upp.ars * * Ceicmonial ’ will not
2 incjud.d in the training of the Coanna
dian Militia.” Now sir, this order, if cur-
ricd out, will tak. away what lit: > inter-
vst is mow shown by the civillian portion
of our p ople. The fathers, mothers, un-
¢l 8. aunts, sweethearts, and friends gener-
ally ol ous rural foice, have always looked
forward to Dominion day as a special holi-
day. and gathered at ihe eamp grounds in
bundreds gmany  driving  twenty-five or
thirty mil.s) to witn ss at lrast a march
past amd afterwards a visit among the
boys in rcd. This created an outside inter-
¢st in our volunteers, which greatly bene-
fitted th: force and helped to keep the
rapks fairly fillcd. Two years ago ot some,
if mot ail, of the camps crowds of prople
attended, on Dominion day expecting to
see som: kind of a military pageant, ad
that day called for somothing boyond the
common routin», instead of which they
were treated to the unimnspiring sight of
a brigad. broken up into small fragments
prforming  the interestingly intricate
mov.m nts of squad drill. I can assure
you, Mr. Editor, that th: commonts of the
proplr, espoeially of those who had driven
many mites through hrat and dust, to
show th+ir appreciation of our voluntrers
amnd the day they were supposed to cele-
brate, were far from complimentary to

those who, im their wisdom, saw fit to ig-
anore our mational holiday for the fiist
time simce our new birth. Why not permit
the afteimoon b.fore Dominion day, if no
more tim: could be spared, to the Bat.al-
ion learning the march-past and one or
two other movem.nts, and if the force is
cousidered incapable of firing a feu de joie,
let at least theee cheers be given for the
day and our Queemn. The lack of interest
shown last y.ar by the public in visiting
the camps in comparison to former yea.s
will mo doubt kevp siiadily on the wane;
unleRs som: more interesting sight is ad-
fo.d:d than squad and company drills It
should b: bom: in mind that it is this
very public that furnish th: material for
our ranks, and are therefore worthy of
some counsideration.

CAMBRIDGE.

The Egyptian Army.

It cannot be known too widey just
now what British Officers have done
for the Egyptian Army. An artic.e in
the St. James’s Gazette, evident.y writ-
teu by ome who has a thorough ac-
quaintance with facts, has iatey put
the matter so c.early and concisely that
we reproduce it for the benefit of those
who may mot have read it in the
coumns of our excellent contemporary.

“Ail who know what the Egyptian

Army was whea Sir Eve.yn Wood un-
dertook to we.d its disbanded and de-
moralised umits together eleven years
ago, and what it is now, wi.l probably
agree with Mr. Mi mer’s estimatc of the
work dome by British officers in the
Khedive's service as “the most con-
spivuous success Im the who.e of our
labour for the rcorganisation of
Egypt.”
« Sir Evelym did not remain long
enough m command of the new army to
see a'l his plams for 1its ecfficlency
brought to perfection; but he laid the
bas’s upon which every mi.itary reform
has since then been bul.t up, adn he
handed over the task to officers so deep-
ly jmbued with his ideas that the
Egyptian Army to-day Is in all cssen-
tabs the development of his original
canception. It was he who, after the
drafts had bheen got together from var-
fous provinces to form a certain num-
ber of battai.ons, squadrons, and bat-
teries, formu.ated the recruiting system
whereby which all the crucl methods in-
vented by Mehemet A I, and festercd by
Ismadl, for keeping the ranks of their
aggressive armics full, were swept
away. Thus by ome measure a’‘one he
re.leved the feilaheen of & burden which
had until then heen &0 terrible that a
villager, when once drafted into the
army, was looked upon as doomed never
to return, and bodily mutilation was
resorted to by thousands who preferred
se:fiortnre to military service. Mothers
were ts:own to put out the eyes of thelr
&on8 'n hope that they might thus es-
cape the eruel conser'ption, until Mche-
met A'l, tn his grim way, took to for-
m'mg onc-eycd corps and sending them
oft to the Soudan.

Naturaily the fellaheen were slow to
vppreciate the change that had heew
brought under Sr Evelyn Wood’s ad.-
an’nlstration. But the abso'ute Impar.
tha'lty with which levies hegan to be
drawn from each d@'strict; the removal
of petty oppressions which Mudirs and
Yahkis had previously Inflicted to
serve their own needs; the system of
grant'ng leave after a stipuiated term
w'th the co'ours; amd, above all, the
regularity of pay which enabled a sol.
d’er to send money to his fami’y; des-
troyed gradually but surely ali the pre-
jud'ces that had existed formerly
aga'mst service in the army. To com-
pensate for waste In the full strength

’

of 12,000 memn, no more than 1,200 or
1,500 comseripts are required annuauly.
Youths are.lable to conscription at the
age of nineteen, but they are se.dom cal-
«ed up for service until their twenty-
third year. Marriecd men are not ex-
empt. This wou.d dbe almost impos.
slib.e In a community where early mar-
rlages are a ru.e. A married man who
is drawn for service may buy himse.f
out before joiming the co.ours, if he has
sufticient means. Fal.lng this, he must
quit wlfe and faml.y, as there is no
provision for & ‘“‘married estab.ish-
ment” n the Egyptian mi.itary sys-
tem. He has, however, no ionger the
dread of lifelong service before him.
After four years with the co.ours he
enters the poiice, where he receives bet-
ter pay and has more opportunity of
leading a domestie life until the ex-
piration of another four years, when,
with money In his pocket, he jolns the
reserve and becomes practicailly a free
man, for the reserves are se.dom cal-
led out. A wah:dani, or oniy son and
breadwinner, is abso.utely exempt from
wi.ltary service., A few ycars atter the
f:rst recrulting it was discovered that
several humdreds of these had ‘been
wrongluily enlisted. They were ac-
cording.y sent back to thelr villages
and this act of unfami.iar justice pro-
duced an excellent effect. This was the
the system founded by Sir Eve.yn Wood
and though the term of compu.sory
service with the colours had since been
imereased to six years, therq is now no
s'gn of disinc.Ilnation for a soldler's
1:{fec among the fellahcen. In tact, as
Major Wingate was ab.e to write not
long ago, “scarcely a day passee but
voiuntecrs olfer themselves ag rocrults,”

The orgamisation of the Egyptian
Army differs from Europcan modes
an.y so far as national characteristics
demand. S Eve.yn, who never doubt-
ed the possibl ity of making good sol-
dlers out of the despised fallaheon i
they were proper'y commanded, got
permission from the !Home Govern-
ment for the appointment of twenty-
one officers serving on full pay in the
British Army to posts In the Xhedive's
sCTVICe. AMong the numuyer vhen select-
ed were Col. mow Gen.) Sir Francis
Grenfell, Col. Duncan, R, A., Col. I'raser
R. B., Majors Chermside, Hallam.Parr,
HolledSmith, and Watson, Capt, Wode-
house, amd Capt. Kitchener, every one
of whom gained a reputation for great
abi ity in deallng with native troops.
The eight Infandry batta:ions were for-
med mto two brigades—one command-
ed by Gen. Grenfe!l, and the other, of

which all  officers were aativwe
Egyptians  commanded by  Shuhdi
Pasha. The artillery under Col. Duncan

was exceptionally well officered, and
soon heecame consplcaous for efticieney
—thanks to the labours of such ener-
getie battery commanders as  Wode-
house, Parsons, Runde¢, and Carter.
Capt. Kitehener was at first attached
to the cava'ry, “but was given an im-
portant command later, when the
Soudanese battalions were formed into
a dbrigade under him at Suakim. Of
that Yrigade one regiment raised by
Col. Hallam.Parr has galned great dis-
tinetlon In many tights, and all .of
them will follow wherever their Eng-
I'sh officers lead. '

Sir Eve'yn Wood’s immediate succes-
sor as Sirdar was Sir Francis Grenfell ;
and that the Egyptian Army lost noth-
ing of its discip'ine or soldierly apti-
tude under him was proved In engage-
ment after engagement, when the fel-
;aheen cavalry and camel crops of
mnunted 'mfantry fought heslde British
troops with a steadiness not less
pra'seworthy than the dash of the
Soudanese battal:ons. With natlve
troops alded only at o decisive moment



