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to the making of a soldier; and any one wlho expresspd a doubt on the
suhject was emiled on conteinptuously by the martinets and jlrill
sergeants of the day. To proposle to teach military exercises without
a longr prelimnàiry course of slow march, Iltoes well down and palins to,
the front," was rank heresy; and the balance stelp, withotut gaining
ground, cotild not be left out of the drill creed witbout the risk of per-
dition to the service.

We have now got rid Of the pigtails Rnd the stocks. l'le doctrino
of tio infallible goose-step) is not hield witli tuite so nitchi bigotry as
fQrxnerly, and it lias corne to be recognized that soute degree of attention
to natural tendencies of the litubs and bands is not inconsistent with,
soldierly bearing. We have even got so fatr as te realize that freedoin
for the body to miove is favouirable to mnilitary efflciency and endurance.
Knapsacks are nowv uade as square and liard and polished as old-
fashioned writing-desks so as to coînpel nien corning off a long niarch
to, devote their flrst thoughits Vo, serve themn front being- scratched. IPacks
are no longer supported so that the lungs and heart aire ifll1 eded iii their
action, and that the wearers cannot put tlîei on or take theni off witil-
out assistance. Coats are now mado with tight sleeves and waists, and

li neck8 covering the cast-iron collar.
We sniile now at the obstinacy and ignorance wvhich so long lip-

hield suchi egregiotus foulies, butt we stili practise ont hodies of nien.
abstirdities not less foolish thati those fornterly perpetrated on the body
of the individutal soldiei. The stays and the stocks miay have been
abolislied, and nmen niay have been relieved front the oppression of
stiupidly-designed andi easily-iiujuried packs, butt ive stili iniove bodies of
soldiers about in tighit-laced iron-botind fashion, and overload. our
systcmts of infantry training wvitli finical, uiseless, and injurions complicat-
tions. While the pigrtails and l)owv(et of the last centutry have given
way to the sensible, cleanly short ci-op of modern timies, soldiers are
stili taughit a wearisonie rouind of manoeuvres, iinany of thein stiited
only to the timne of Frederick the Great, ot in sotne cases even of
Marlborough, Il making tue drill grouind a. inere scenie of enipty show,
where mnîy of the manoeuvres practised bear little relation to actual
warfatre," (Jlarnley), becauise they are reuniats of a systemt fornie<i
when te conditions were ab8oltitely different. Antd titis augain, becatise
4custoin lingers long everywhere, especially iii the arîîîty," (colonel

Bltiidell), resulting in absurd and daniaging, anaelbroniisuis.
Let two actutai instances illustrate wvhat lias been, stated. In the

Standard of May lGth, 1884, tiiere is a description of a fieldi day of the
three battalions of Grenadier Guards;:-

"9A very pretty series of niovemients.now cornnienced, advancing iii
dlouble companies froni the centre of the brigade, retiring front bioth
tlanks iii rear of the centre of the brigade. .. ... changes of
fr-ont, iiid a ntiniber of sirniilar inovemtents, then the mardit past, and

this brotiglt to a clo.%e a, thoroughly interesting and iii-
structivedrl.

Pretty," yes. "Tlîorouglîly imteresting and. instructive." For,
what 'i Does any sane mnan suppose t.hat the inmanoeuvres hiere described
have, as miovenients, a connection, howe.ver reniote, with anything these
spleuîdiul battalions will have to dIo if they are called ont to face ait
enemny Does any perdion, excepting, perhaps, the ladies and nursery-
niiids whio look o1 in Hyde Park, suppose that this is the sort of thing
that goes on wvhen these battalions are iiniitating real wvar at Aidershot;
or that Voit M-,oltka and M'.Mabion went throuigli these or simnilar 'tiii-
teresting ani instructive " p)roceedings wlien in deadlly combat itt Mars
la Tour or Sedant 1 Just faiîcy Colonels Smith or \Vigrarn or Moncrieff'
retiring- ini double coliiimni front botit flanks in rear of the centre under
tire fromn -a Germait battery of horse artillery, witlr a good deal of
iiiisketry tire throwît in !Sticli ûvolittions, steadilv execuited, wvere
very uisefuil in former tlays. Deing perfor'înei witmin siglit of the
enerny, tlîey lîad »s powerful moral elfect, if they indlicated îerfect order,
and tlîereby imnpressed the beholder with, tie higli st;tte of drill and dis-
cipline of liis olîponent. But they are titterly useless when out of sight
of the enemny, anîd absoittvI tups in asweli as useless, within bis
view iunder mtoderît conditionsî~. X'et, they are gravely practised and
worked til at great t-xjeîitr of tinte by our hest troops, anti forrn aut
important featture of inspections, wlîiclt ignorant people wouild atsstne
were for the î>uri>ose of testing tho qualification of troaps for the kind
of ruovernent, tlîat cati be ti.set wvhen an enenmy is te be encotintered,
andi fot for the disphîay of pretty but obsolete evolittions.-Colburn.

To be continite(l.

ATN5PîîîR.-Capt. R. .J. Wliitla, of the 90th Itifles, lins sent a New Ycar's
prescrit of: $25 to the Citizen*8 bandl of titis place. flis kindniesg is gratctully
appreciated.

It le reportcd at Victoria, B.C., Oinat the Impetial Government itîtentis erect-
ing at Esquiimnal noxt spring fortifications, Rn arsenal, torpedo worko, barracks
and a schoul for militarv instruction.

CORRESPO.YDENCE.

THE FITNESS 0F OUR INDIANS FOR MILITÂRY SERVICE.
To the Editor of the Canadia'n MBfitia Gazelle:.

SiR,-A recent writer In your papt-r bas suggested the formation of a native
corps iu tbis country on the Unes of thle corps of guides torrned by Lumsden on
the north-west frontier of Indi% in 1846, but haq failed to take luto considera.
tien the national characteristics of the recruits in each case. Lumaden bad ta
deal witb mon wbo difféed as mucli from tlîe red Indian of our prairies as a dog
differst from a wolf. Ltimsden's nien were capable of aîîything and everythlng
but praving untrue to their salt-witnese tbeir conduct at thu time of the
ntutiny. Bad as they were before their enrolment, and ready as they were aiter.
wards to commit any atrocity ai their maiîters' bidding, tltey could not cittra and
rend" the band that fed them-nay, more, they could even iubmit ta the
indignity of tho idgooso step."

These men lîad a code of hour. Can anyone say as much for the North
American India? History answers it No."

Discipline is unknown amongst the Indians af titis continent An Thdian
obeys the dictates of bis chief so far only as it suite bis own inclination, and
titis tigbt of option is recognlzed Vo tîjo Itli. Pouudmaker aud Biîc Bear were
obliged te follow tile behlegts of their ret;pective young men, at the rlsk of baving
tlhmir authority denied in word a8 it was iu deed. It follows then tîtat the
Indian coulti neyer lie depended on te render to the whîite mian loyal service.

Sir Ilenry Lawrence trtîsted to flic humnnzing influence of medicine ta wln
over to the. cause of Iaw and order the tierce tribus across the Indtim, andi the
resuit fully justifies his expectations, but it wouild bo interesting ta leara froni
tie medical oflicers of tho tdounted Police whetlîer thicy woiild expeet to receive
Rny consideration ut the handa of thoso wltoin their akili bas benufitteti, ini the
uinbappy ovent of their being nt te b ercy ai tho redokins;.

Gratitude is un unknown quantity iu our Indians' nature. I believe 1 amn
correct in sitying tnit thiero is no word in the Indian langtuage3 te express it. Be
that as iL may, inen whlo have had experiencu of the North American Indian
sigreu in saying that lie is3 a tluief, a liar and a cowîtrd. andi I venture Ia think
flint a corps distiognislied ly mncli characterisitces couti serve neitlier with crodit
to itself nor with advantage Io the country.

Namo.
N. W. T., lai Jan., 1886.

TIIE ATTITUDE OF TH1E COUNTKV TOWARDS rmiiiE INDIANS.

l'o (lie Edilor of lite Catia<in Miffia Gazette
sii,,ite letters and articles lately pîîiblislie!d l'y yent n fuse ldian affilirs

in ftic Nortii-wcett tritist com moud tliein8t.Ives to all thiouglrit fi Caîîadians, espe.
vdally that letter ini your issute of 201h Dec., by l'one whio s'ervcd la the North.

If any cf ve,îr rentierit have not scen it, I venture ta eall their attention to a
powerfut leader inuflie Toronto Mu aio Gch Jaii., anti aise to an interview cf a
reporter of the Fanîe jppr wiîh a Mr. Cameron, who escapeti the nasiacre at
Frog Lake

Sometlîing muast ho (lotie, and dlotie qqnîckly, andi I wotild stuggei;t autengat
ether things flint it wvouId have a gretat eifet tapon the Indians, if, say oe chief
and ten men front cacti putty tribe, wt*re at once inviteti ta visit the large cities
of our Dominion. If tbt.y were sbown thie wealth industry and thickly populated
cities, anti weil andi Iiberilly treateti, I thiiuîk they wtvold i eturu te t beir tribeg
andi spucati the ideas that it will ttswer thuir purposes better te rentain faithful
tItan te rebel.

WVe sbould aise see Iliat the titmost care is taken te provide tbam wvith Rood
and sulicierit food, aînd if a faitthînl auxiliaa'y force af Indian scott coutît be
added ta lime police, as suggested by XXX., ini your paper of 15(h Dec.. it migbt
ho matie, net only a inost usefuil body of ment te the country, but a anodel and a
prize te get into, whicit might lie tîto nai <of aur yotnng Isadias, as îL la af tho
youing Ghoorkas ta geL itito a Gboerka regiunent in Indla, andtitIns a thorn la
our side wolild ho ctnverted mbto a loyal 1;upport and lie] p

At flic saine' finie 'vtiy preparation otuglut in melhidefence ta bc madie, ge that
iii the evetit of any fîartlîcr uîîulappy trouble, iL may bc cbecked witth a istrolig
Imand.

lit tbis direction Liciît.-Col. Wyid(hiti'e mîilitary colonization scheme 18
gaîrely wortlî promptly considering, itti Lte aid anal adivice of sticik ina as Major
Bculton anglit ta ho souglit.

Whil6tL tgree;ng folly tvitl i "Oste whlo serveti in the Nortb-west,"l I wotild
recnrd yoti fithat "a stîrchi in Litme enves i)inte," uund i dpreveution is butter tban
cure," anti I wotildj*oin witlt you ia uir. iin on the Indian Departmcait tbeir care-
fui comsidea aion ni tIi suîggestins of you a formner correspomidents.

'l'lis 0Db 1)~

(l JVuis/t lo p>ublis/t i,f».,ncio rcbàpeclinq ail t/he (loings of all colps.
J Viii the oeîcer.s inlercsted, pa> ticet!ud-y at a distance, assiet iis by
/îaviny wcr 7reili, lv lItei corps 1proiet/ly forwa)-ded ?

WaNtilt-E.-l'%otbert Mel(Leot, a yeung. man of intellizcat appearanco, was
chargeti on theo ?9tl with forger>', peraiîîy and obtaining ru ..ney by fais.
represeittatione. It appears thint tho jurisouer entereti the office cf Mr. Watt,
r'al destato broker, wiLb a certificato to Lte effect flint ho bad scrved with.
the 91st turing the rebellien anti was entitieti te ocrip. The paper bore
the atîlegeti signature of Captaini Catog. Titis scrip Mr. Watt purchaseti for $40,
drawiîug up an agreement cf the trant;action, aud RacLeod sworo te thue scrlp
tîeiîag geniie. Mr. Wattt, being a justice ef the pence, claims the poçver or
faking affidaîvits. M1r. Watt learacti the certificat. was a fargery and, informing
tho police, the prisener was arrested sud the case cîtlargeti fer a few days,
wlen iL is expectei the charge againut the pritiener will be duplicated.

CAI.oài1y.-ThbC fuinernl ai the late Serct.-Maijor Brown ai the Alberta Mlounted
Rifles took-. place Wtudnes'iay aférnooni freru the Grand Central Hotel. The
deceaseti vas lierti in Scotland in 1853, and wbien quite a yoting muan bc cnlisted
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