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The remnarks made in these columns
about the depressed condition of curling
interests in the Maritime Provinces at the
present time, have induced “DBlucnose” to
address the Montreal Gasette in a letter
which implies that there is anything but
depression among the *Dbrithers o' the
besom” in the Kast, and in a pleasant
manner he expresses a desire to have the
accuracy of his view tested by a deputa-
tion of Western curlers visiting the Mari-
time Provinces to prove the skill and
hospitality of the curlers by the sea.

I can only say my reason for stating the
game was in a depressed condition owing
to financial stringency, was because 1 was
informed that the secretary of the Ontario
Branch' R. C. C. Club had received a
letter to that effect from the secretary of
the Maritime Province Branch in answer
to a circular issued proposing the forma-
tion of a Dominion Curling Association,
and asking for the co-operation of the
Maritime Province Branch.

Such a statement emanating from an
authoritative source, I natural y assumed
ought to be correct, but if 1t is not, it will
be very welcome news to all curlers in the
West,

Bluenose extends a generous invitation
to Western curlers to visit their brethren
by the sea, and test the ability and hospi-
tality of the rinks in the Eastern Provinces;
and states that while the Lower Province
clubs have on several occasions sent re-
presentatives to Quebec and Ontario they
have never been favoured w.th a return
visit,

Without disputing the fact of the trips |
of the Eastern curlers to the West, of !

which I cannot remember any except the
rinks who came to Ottawa to play tor the
Governor General’s prizes, 1 think I can
give two good reasons for the Westan
players not being drawn to the East.

In the Oirst place the most natural men
to visit the Lower Provinces would be the
Quebecers, but they, instead of being a
bond of union between the Maritime
players and those further West, are unfor-

tunately the very reverse, owing to their |

use o irons instead of granites. I bave
alieady advocated the adop:ion of granites
by the Canadian Branch curlers and will
be very glad if 1 can secure co-opera-
tion from the East as well as the West to
bting pressure to bear to induce them to
fall 1nto line with the rest of the world,
instead of forming a barrier between the
Eastern and Westcra men as they do now.,

In the second place mv friend “ Blue-
nose” ought 10 bear in mind that whon-
cver the Maritime Province players have
visited Ontario and Quebee, they have
had some attraction beyond a friendly
game in view. I have yct to learn, how-
cver, of any inducement in the way of

bonspiel, trophy, or other exciiement,
being offered to Western players by those
in the Maritime Provinces to bring them
Eastward.

The Manitoba Branch ho!ds an znnual
bonspiel in which, I believe, representa-
tives from Ontario have always taken part,
and I do not think our Eastérn friends
would fare any worse if they would make
a similar attempt, although T must admit
with iron players for their immediate
neighbours on the West they are labouring
under a disadvantage.

ATHLETICS.

and crect a building to cost $50,550,
which will includ  sw.anming and Turkish
baths, bowling alicys, gvmuasium, racket
court and cov.rod tennis court,

I trust the information is correct, and
wish the sch me every success. No more
striking evidence can be given of a healthy
tone among the young men of a place
than a general participation in athletic
amu ey nts.

as much 1o keeptyoung fellows away from

the bar—asall the clergymen and churches
on the continent.

The students of St. Boniface College,
Maniroba, have decided to build a gym-
nasitm in connection with the college,
and recently gave a suceessful entertain-
ment in aid of the undertaking, when a
capital selection of literary and musical
selections, together with an exhibition of
club swinging by Messrs. McCaffrey and
Walsh, was presented.

HOCKEY.

The Canadian Mounted Rifles have 2
hockey club, and are apparently able 1o
give a good account of themselves agains
ather local clubs.

Winnipeg club.

The second horkey match of the season
for the championship of Canada was
plaved on Friday night last at the Rideau
Rink, Ottawa, between the Otawa A. A
Club (champions) and the Shamrocks of
Montreal, who came to the Capital, accord-
ing to the Montreal press, very confident
of carrying back to the Mectropolis the
coveted trophy.

The visitors were inclined to play rather
a rough game, in which they were unfor
tunate, as with one or two exceptions
- their opponents appeared to be decidedly
he vier and stronger, and 1n no wise rat-
j tlied by the treatment ; indeced there are

A movement is reported to be on font
in Halifax to orga ize a new athletic club ¢

Athletic associations well managed do

- Thy recently played -4 hard fought match the Prince of Wales
a close and exciting match against the -
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few teams on the ice more capable of
mzeting a rongh game when forced on
them than the members of the O. A. A,
Club.

The advantage was decided'y with the
champions during the first half] the score
stand.ng three goals to one.  Shortly after
play opened in the second hilf the Ot-
tawas scored another goal, and then their
opponents took two in rapid succession,
making the games four to three.

At this stage oi the proceedings the ex-
citement was intense. but it soon dred out
as further goals fell to the champions in
rapid succession, and the mach ended
eight games to three in favour of the Ut-
tawa A. A. Club.

The Montreal AL AL\, have chalienzed

“for the chvnpronship, and the game 1s to

. day evenin

the greatest curse of American towns.-— |

+ handsome pair of silk flags.

be played in the Rideau R nk on Thurs-
g, 218 Jan,

A challenge has alsn been forwarded
by the Quebee Huocley Club, which will
entitle them to play the winners of the
game to be played on 215t nst.

A match for the junior championship
was played on the 16th between the Ot-
tawa A, AL Club juniors and the Victoria
juniors of Montreal, which resuled in a
win for the O. AL Caad by four games
to one.

AMrs. Cotton, wife of Lieut.-Col. Cotton,
R.C.AL, on behalf of the mnagement of
the Kingston Skating Rink recently pre-
sented the Kingston Hockey Club with a
A

At a mecting of officers of the Pricce
of Wales Regiment, held recently, it was
decided to organmize a hockey club, anll
the following officers were clected : Huon.
President, Lt.-Col. ‘I P. Butler; P -
dent, Capt. Bartlett; ‘Freasurer, Capt.
Bradshaw; Scerctary, Capt. W. 1. Bond.

£ A challenge was immediately issued to
- the Roval Scots and the mateh took place
Pon Saturdav, Jan. gth, by permission of

the directors, o1 the Victoria Rink. After

ream came out victorions with a score
6 1o 1. ‘The Prince of Wales tcam con-
sisted of the following players: Captains
Bar lett, Bond and TLewis, and Licuts,
Mcighen, Macrae, Howell and Armstrong,

SNOWSHORE! /3.

Clubs generally are at last able to tike
their ramps with shoes on, and we vy
soon expect to hear of races buing broa bt
on.

o

re

Canadien Club of Montreal on
Saturday last tramped to St Hyacinthe,
mustering over go strong for their long
journey. ‘T'he return was made on Mon-

duy.



