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cars, and consider further that to-day no reputable lif e insu rance
conipany wvill accept the riskc involved ïn, insuring an individual
wrho is, or who lias been within. two years past, the victim of an
otorrhea, we readily understand the importance of consiclering
the prognosis in an), given. case of suppurative otitis media. It
wvould be very interesting to consider also sontie of the hygienie
problenis occurring here. For instance, how ofteni are these
patients 'responsible for direct conveyance of septic poison to their
associattes? I-ow miany cases of sore throat, sore eyes, etc., arise
fromi contact with sehoolmates or playmates aflicted with running
-cars? WAe know~ that irnost of these chronic otorrheas show the
presence of ecither staphylococci, streptococci, or pneumiococci.

The prognosis of any disease necessarily involves sonie con-
sideration. of thec different forms of trea-.tment, if there be
more than one applicable, and in the, present instance the condi-
tions vriy 50 wîdely in different cases, and the treatnîient to, be
adopted is, consequently so different, that one finds it especially
clifficuit here to give a prognosis in. general ternis,

N aturally, it is clesirable to secure relief for our patients when-
ever possible, by non-operative mieasures, and it miay be said as a
general rule that every case of chronic suippur-ative otitis media
should be carefully and conscientiously subjeeted to the simpier
niethods of treatmient before resorting to surgery. l3y thorough
cleansing of the auditory canal and tympanic cavity throughi the
use of antiseptic irrig.,ationis or by the so-called dry method, erm-
ployed frequently enotigh to keep the tynmpanum dlean, a cure wvil1
resuit in more than. 5o per cent. of ail these cases, and withi the aid
of stronger antiseptic applications, astringent solutions, and catis-
tics this percentage of cures b), miecicinal mieans -can be materially
increased.

Consiclerably less than haif our cases, then, wvill cati1 for some
surgical trea-tnient, either of minor or major degree, a-nd it is to
this class that I particularly direct yotgr attention because of the
imiprovenients in. the measures suggested and thec method of titeir
eniploynîent. Among the minor operations may be classed the
renioval of polyps and cauterization of granulation tissue in the
tymipanum to facilitate the beneficial effects of the remiedies spoken
of above. We know with practical certainty now that -every case
which resists th-is kind of treatnîent does so because the disease
process lias reachied sonme inaccessible part of the 11-iddle -car or
mnastoid antrum, and hence arises the necessity for major surgical
intervention.

In rnost instances of this kind it wvi1l be found that necrosis of.
the ossicles exists, and that ossiculectomy, the renioval of one or
more of these littie bones with-l the remnants of the dram- mern-
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