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osmotic pressure and the electrie
conductivity diminishi; the last is in
proportion to its antitoxic power.
The determination of the electric
conductivity may serve as a practical
guide of its antitoxic powvers.

QERM8 IN THE NORMAL RESPIRATORY TRAO'r.

MVELLr.R.-Germns in the respira-
tory tract of healthy animais..
(lfuienck. mcd(. Wochi., 1897, NO. 49.)
It has been a question wvhether ii -the
organs of healthy animais ge-ems
occur. Nocard stated that during
digestion bacteria passed into the
chyvle and blood, while Neisser found
the chyle usually free from bacteria.
The observations as to thce presence
of organisms in the>bronchi and lungs
havciikewise been conflicting. MuVeller
studied under aseptic précautions
r.abbits, guinea-pigs, and cats, and
found in most cases the lunes sterile,
and that the nose, pharyngeal cavity

an .aynx are important protective
organs against bacteria. The pneu-
monias-which ýare produced by cooling
animnais, Muchler thinks are due
primarily to a lowering of the resisting
power of the protective organs. 1-lis
coo!ing experimen ts show hzemor-
rhage,- and oedema of the lungs and
crosion of the gastric rnucous mem:-
brane. Only in a fev cases wvere
bacteria present, and then in such
small quantitie 's that they could not
be considered as the causative agent.
It is probable that the cooling Ieads to
changes ;n the blood and that the
bacterial invasion is only secondary.-
Front Cent. f inn. mcd., 1898, P. 141.

FERTUSSIN, A NEW REMEDY FOR PERTUSSIS.

FisÇHER, E.-Pertussin, extractum
thymni saccharatum. (Deiet. ined. Wfock.
Ther. Bel, p. .49, 1898.) In treating
his five children wvho had wvhooping-
cough, Fischer obtained only poor
resuits wvith tussol, and* the children
,soon refused-ýto take it. He then' tried,
pertussin, and wvas surprised at his
resuits. 'In a few days the clinical

picture chianged ta that of a tnere
simple catarrh, %vit1i the disappearance
of the cyanotic attacks. The childreni
took it readily. To thie tvo-year chîld
lie gave a teaspoonful four dîmes a
day, to t1he three-year-old ane hie
gave one-haif tablespoonfui, and to
the six and ten year old children lie
gave thiree-qua,,rters of a tablespoonfül.
In acute and chronic Jaryngeal catarrh
and bronchitis, pertussîti aided the
eliminat. Gn of the mucous, sa that it
wvas coughied up without straining,
and in. a man of forty years %vith
laryngeal tuberculosis it caused a
cessation. of the muco-sangui nous
secretion in two days ; the- mucous
came casier and the voîce becamte
clearer. He believes the favorable
action due ta a lessening of the
spasmodic: caugh and a loosenitg of
the mucocîs secretion wvithout increas-
ing its amount. In emphysema it
soon contralled the attacks SO that
the patients kept it constantly on
hand. He recommends it to avoid the
difficulties in anSesthetizing eniphiy-
semnatous subjects and in laparotomies
wvhcre post narcotic coughing wvould
tear out tl'.? stitches. Pertussin
simply consists, of the fluid extract of
thymnian, (Cerni. Pwr,), mixed with
sugar and syrup in the proportion -of
one ta seven. A similar preparation
is obtained by mixing the oleum
thymi with syrup, but this is apt to
irritate the throat and stomachi.

LESIONS 0F THE NERVOUS SYSTEM AND
CROSS STRIATEO MUSCLES.

STIER. - Experimental investiga-
tions on the behaviour of cross
striated muscles after lesions of the
nervous system. (A rch. f. Psysh., v.
29, INa. i.) Three parallel series of
experiments on.rabbits-and dogs were
performed to ascertain the results of
les.io*ns of the nervous system upon
the s'trated muscles. The first con-
sisted of the removal -of the motor
area for a defîrit e region, the second
in a hemisection of the cord, and the
third of a resection of a periplieral
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