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In recent years muech bas been donc in the preparation andpharniacologicai stujdy of orgunie drugs. The outeome of the work
hais shown tliat in inany cases it is possible to foreteil the pliai-
mlacological action iuerely froui the exaiination of th(, structural
forMula of the drug. It lias also been found possible to alter, in a
fairly definite way, the pharmacology of a compound by the intro-
dUC'tion of a certain radicle or group of elernents into its molecule.
Tlîus a substitution produet in wiie the acetyl group CHCO is
introduced differs pliarniacologically, as a rule, in a fairly definite
'WaY froin the compound fron whieh it is derived. This is illus-
trated in the relations of acetanilide to aniline, aceto-salicylic acid
(aspirin) to salicylie acid, ao eto-phenctidine (phenacetine) to
Phienetidine, the acetyl derivative being in eccl case more analgesie
and antipyretic in character. One miglit give inany other illus-
trations of similar relations, ail of whicli tend to show that there is
frequently a fairly definite relationship between the structural for-
niula of a coinpound and its pharmacological action. The study of
these relations, which. is ealled by sorne ''chernico-therapy," is a
verY attractive one, and oceupies the attention of niany investiga-
tors, araong whom may be rnentioned Ehirlichi and his eo-workers,
Rata and Bertheim, who have, for several years, been espeeially


