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The Synod,—constituted on Thursday after
noon by the adoption of the report of the joint
committee presented by the Metropolitan of
Rupert's Land, settling the basis or foundation
principles,— met on Friday morning, the 15th
September, Bishops, Clergy and Laity, in one
body, the Lord Bishop of Ontario, "Metro-
politan of Canada, presiding. Morning Prayer
had previously been said in the beautiful chapel
of Trinity College, and at half-past ten both
Houses were ready for work,

On motion of Canon Pentreath, scconded by
the Dean of Montreal, it was resolved: (a)
Whereas the union of the Church of England
in the Dominion of Canada has been happily
consummated; and wherous such union has
aused great joy in many hearts; therefore
resolved that the General Synod, in devout
thankfulpess to Almighty God, sets apart an
evening for a solemn service of THANKSUGIVING,
and respectfully requests the Lord Bishop of
Toronte, in consultation with the other Bishops,
to take order for a Service of Thanksgiving in
such form as he deems expedient.”

Judge Macdonald, of Brockville, moved,
seconded by the Rev. Canon Dumoulin, of To-
ronto, u resolution expressing regret that the
Tord Bishop of Montreal had been prevented
from attending the Synod through a serious
illness, and expressing the pleasure of the meet-
ing that his Lordship wus now recovering. The
motion was carried amidst applause,

After some discussion in regard to the man-
ner of proceeding with the cousideration of the
Declarations and  Constitations, and as to
whether the fundamental principles had been
clearly cnough sanctioned, the Bishop of Ru-
pert’s Land moved, seconded by Mr. Richard
Bayley, Q.C.: That the Synod formally sccepts
the two following declarations: () “* We de-
clare that the Generu] Synod, when formed,
does not intend to, or shall not, take away from
or interfere with any rights, powers or jurisdic-
tion of any Diocesan Synod within its own ter-
ritorial limits as now held or excrcised by such
Diocesan Synod."”

“We declare that the constitution of the Gen-
eral Synod involves no change in the oxisting
system of Provincial Synods, but the retention
or abolition of the Provincial Synods is left to
be dealt with according to the requirements of
the various provinces as to such provinces and
the dioceses Ltherein muy seem proper.”

The motion was unanimously concurred in,
und these two declarations recorded as the fun-
damental basis of the Synod, togethor with the
Declaration of Fuith, which way next taken up
und considered clause by clause; but there
being considerable amendments in the form of
expression, though the principles remained un-
changed, the Declaration as amended was or-
dered to be printed, and its final adoption stood
over until Suturday. It wus then found desirablo
to rofer it to the llouse of Bishops, and ulti-
mately this important portion of the basis upon
which the Synod was formed was reported
back and adopted by both llouses in the follow-
ing form:

THE GENERAL SYNOD MEETING.

Solemn Declaration.

* In the Nume of the Fuather and of the Sonand
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.”

We the Bishops, together with the Delegates
from the Clerey and Laity of The Church of
England in the Dominion of Canada, now as-
sembled in the first General Synod hereby malke
the following solemn declaration:

We declare this Chureh to be, and desire that
it shall continue in full communion with The
Church of England throughout the world, as an
integral portion of the ONE Body of Christ,
composed of Churches which—united under

the Oex Divine Head, and in the fellowship of
the OxE Holy Catholic and Apostolic Clureh,
—hold the One Faith revealed in 1loly Writ,
and defined in the Creeds ax maintained by the
undivided Primitive Church in the undisputed
Ecumenical Councils : receive the same Canoni-
cal Scriptures of the Old and New Testament,
as containing all things necessary o salvation
teach the same Word of Gol: partalke of the
same Divinely ordained Sacraments through
the Ministry of the same Apostolic Orders, and
worship one God and Father through the same
Lord Jesus Christ, by the same Holy and Divine
Spirit, who is given to them that believe to
gaide them into all truth,  And we are deter-
mined by the help of Gad to hold and maintain
the Doclrine, Sucraments and  Discipline of
Christ, as the Lord hath commanded in is
Holy Word, and as The Church of Bngland hath
eceived and set forth the same in “The Book
of Common Pruyer und administration of the
Sueraments and other Rites and Ceremonies of
the Chureh, according to the use of the Chureh
of Englund, together with the Psalter or Psalns
of David, pointed as 1hey are to be sung or
said in churches ; and the Form or manner of
making, ordnining and eonseerating of Bishops,
Priests and Dencons ™5 and in the © Thirty-nine
Articles of Religion™; wnd o transmit the
same unimpaired to our posterity,
R Revere's Lasn,

It being then one o'clock, both Houses ad-
Jjourned till three p.m. When meeting againin
Joiut session, the consideration of that portion
af the report under the title Coxsriverios,
printed at length in our list number, was taken
up cluuse by clause,

The first point of real discussion wrose in re-
gard to the second sub-section of the fivst clunst
which appeared to allow of representation by
non-residents of the diocese concerned, It was
generally admitted by Bishops and Clergy that
the principle of having resident delegates was
that which shonld be adopted by the Synod)
but, while adopting this as o prine
ciple, in view of the impossibility under
present circumstances of obtaining at all times
{ocul representatives from cerlain dioeeses in
the Northwest, and in view of strong expres-
sions from the Metropolitun of Rupert’s Land,
the Bishop of Saskatehewnn, Dean Grisdale,
Canon Pentreath, and Dr, Pracger, of British
Columbin, the fullowing wus added 10 the
clause: (£) “Thal the delegates be in all enses
resident in the diocese from which they are
elected or appointed ; provided that untl cir
cumstinees  permit of its  being otherwise
ordered Iy the General Synod, the Bishops of
the dioceses of Moosonee, Selkirk, Cualedonin,
Mackenzie River and Athabasca, and such other
diogeses as muay be formed oul of them, be per-
mitted to uppuint non-resident delegatos to the
General Synod, providing only that such dele-
gates be residont within the hounds of the Joe-
clesiastical Province of Rupert’s Lund or the
Civil Provinee of British Columbin, respectively,
and that until (1896) cighteen nincty-six those
dioceses may be represented by delegates fiom
any diocese whatever.”

The Lord Bishop of Taronto then announced
that a speciul Thanksyivimy serviee would be
held in St, James cathedral ut five o'clock on
Monday, the 18th Sept, to cummemorate the
accomplishment of the Consolidation of The
Church, wlien the secrmon would be preached
by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of New
Westminster,

A Joint Committee hiaving been appointed
by tue Metropolitan to determine what Stund-
ing Commlttees would he necessary, and to re-
port names therefor, the Synod wijurncd until
eight o'clock in the evening.

At the evening session the question of grant-
ing increased representation to dioceses huving
over 100 Clergy was discussed, but it was ulti-
mately resolved to leave the representation ay

—

fixed by the third section of the first clanso of
the Constitution,

A long and careful eonsideration of the quos-
tion of inving but one {loase next ongagoed the
attention of the Synod, under the clause pro-
viding for two llonses, and it was moved in
amendment to it by the Rev, Dr. Langtry that ;
*The Bishops and.the Clevieal and Lay dole-
grates constituting this Synod shall sit togother
for the discussion and determination of alf quoes-
tions that may bo submitted tor their considern-
tion, provided always that, at the roquest of
two or more of the Bishops, their Lordships
shall withdraw to their own Chamber for the
further dizcussion and vote on any question un-
der discussion,”

The opinion of the Synod warevidontly much
divided, though the weight of it wus in favor of
the Constitution as drawn, namely, that there
showdd Do fieo 1ouses; but no decision boing
arrived at before adjournmont, it was intimated
that perhaps the House of Bishops would the
next morning express its viow formally, as
withou the consent of' their Lordships the
amendment could not become operative vvon if
carried,

The Synod - then adjourned until Snturdny
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morning, e A

On Naturday morning, after ]’rnj'om in tho
Chapel of Trinity College, both Honwses re-as-
sembled in the Convoention Hall, the Metvopoli-
tan ol Canada presiding, when, after routine
proceedings, the Metropolitan nominated the
following as the Committee to detormine ns to
Standing Committees of Synod and their com-
position: The Lowd Bishaps of Toronte and
Nova Seotiy, tha Very Rev, the Dean of Ru-
ert’s Lol Venerable Avchdeacon Brigstocko,
R.T. Walkem, Q.!, Dr, Davidson, Q.C,, und
My, Chas. Jenlins,

The Very IRtev. the Dean of Montrenl then
rose Lo continng the distnssion upon the motion
fora single Hourss or for a Joint Conference, ns
proposed the previous evening, when the ¥ost
Rev, the Metropalitan of Ruport’s Tand askod
to nutke the following statement embodying the
decision of their Lordships upou the matter

“ In obeying the command of the Bishops and
of the Metropolitin of Canndg, who inin the
chair, to make a statement on behalf of the
Bishops, I trast that the House of Delegates
will reccive what 1 oam going o wuy most
kindly.  We have no desive to interfero in tho
least with the independence of the Houso of
Delegates composed of the two Orders,  We
wish them to have all power in themselves to
agree o any hing—(lenr, hear)—buat we desiro
to preserve the independence of the Houwse of
Bishops—(npplanse)—und we have come Lo this
unanimous and irrevocablo decivion which 1 am
now guing fo state,  T'he Bishops consider that
they must il sepuritely, and it must be lefl to
themselves on whut comditions they will agreo
to =it with the House of Delegatos,  On wome
questions they will probably consider that the
House of Bishops must bo unanimous, Qg
other questions they will be quite willing for g
mujority to decide the matter, and on” muny
things, such an Misrionnry meetings similar to
whitt they have in the Convention now in the
Usited States, where there is no diseussion, but
where there is a luying beforo the public tho
position of Missions, they will be only too thank-
ful to sit as one {louse and one body. But we
feel that it iy nbsolutely necessury for the posi-
tion of the Bishops in the Cntholie Church, and
for the tndependence of the Order, thut it mnust
be lelt to ourselves 1o determine on what con-
ditions we shall 8it s a united hody., Now, I
am commissioned by the Metropolitan Lo suy
thut if’ he had any idea of sueh 8 motion s Dy,
Langtry's being carried, he would not have beon
here. | mightray the same fur mynelf, (Slight
applause.) And further, the conteronce ut Win-
nipeg came to this conelusion : The Houses were



