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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.

1. Any person who taken a paper regularly
from thn Post. omfIce. wh4ther directed to bis own name.or
anoth r'a. or whether hlias subscribed or net, la respon-
sible for payment.

2. If a person orders hiR paper discontinued
he must pay all arreara, or the pubitaber m iy continne to
send it uni Il payment la made, and thon oldlect the whole
amount, whether th. poper la iaken from te office or n t

a. In &nits for subscriptiono, the suit may be
instltuted in the place where the paper la pub'iahed al.
though the subscriber may reside hundreds of miles away.

4. The courts bave decided that refusing to
to take newspapersor parIndical; from the Post offie, or
removing and. leaving then, uncalled for, la prima facie
evidence of intentionai fraud.

CALBN)AÂB FOR OCTOBER.

OCT. 'th-19th Sunday after Trinity.
14th-20th Sunday after Trinity.

(Notice cf St. Liche.)
" 18th-ST. LLKn. Evangeliat.

21st-21st Sanday after Trinity.
28th-22nd Sonday after Trinity.

St. S'mon and St. Jade. A. & M.
Alhaasia n Creed. (Notice of
AIl Saints.

ÂGNOSTIC18M EXPOSED.

By TRI REV. PRINOIPAL WAOE, D.D.

What is Agnosticism ?
In the new Orford Dictionary of the Eng-

lish Language we are told tbat " an Agnostic
is one who holds th!t the existence of anything
beyond and behind natural phenomena is un-
known, and, so far as can be judged, unknow-
able, and especially that a Fust Cause and an
unseen world are subjects of which we know
nothing." The same authority quotes a latter
fron Mr. R. H. Hutton, stating that the word
was nsgçgested in his hearing, at a party hold
in 1869, by Professer Hluxley, who adopted it
from St. Patl's mention of the altar at Athens
to the . Unknown God, '"Agnotio," it is fur-
ther said, in a passage quoted from the Spec-
tator in 1876, " was the name demanded by
Professor huzley, for those who ditdained
Atheim, and believed with him in an unknown
and unknowableGod, or, in other words, that the
ultimate Origin of ail thinge muet be some caue
unknown and unknowable." Again, the late
honoured Bithop of this diocese, in the Man.
chester G½ardian in 1880, isi quoted as ay ing

I that thé Aguoatic notber debied nor affirmed
God. He suwply put Rim on one bide." The
detignation was bugguted, therefore, for the
purpose of avoiding a direct denial of beliefs
respoitIng God tuh as are awserted by our
Faith. 1t proceeds, alse, from the sciutifdl
source, and ultime the bcieutifio merit, or habit,
of resoeving opinion respecting mattera net
known or proveid.

We aie not hre concerned with this doctrine
a a more question or abstract philosophy réa-

petig the limita of our natural capacities.
We bave t osônsfder IL Ln relation te the Charce
and to Christianity; and the main consideration
which it imthe purp)os3ocf thia paper tl suggost
is that, in this relation, the adoption of the
terni Agnostio is only an attempt te shift thé
issue, and that it involves a mère evasion.

The Christian Catechism says:-"First, I
learn te believe in God the-Father, who hath
made me and all the world; secondly, in God
the Son, who bath redeemed me and ail man-
kind ; thirdly, in God the Holy Gbost, who
sanctifieth me and ail the elect people of God. "
The Agnostic says, " How do yon know ail
tbat?' I ceneider I havé ne meaus cf frauwing
these thinge yo assert respécting Qd Ide
tot know, and cannot know, that God is a
Father, that He bas a Son; and I do net and
cannot know that. such a Father made me, or
that snob a Son redeemed me" But the
Chistian did net speak of what he knett, but
of what hé betieved. Thé firet word ef a Ch ris-
tian le net "I know," but "I bzieve." He
professes, net a science, bat a fat/; and at
baptism he accepts, net a theory, but, a creed.

Now, it ils true that in one sense the commou
usage of the word, belief is practically equiva-
lent te opinion. A man may say he baiieves
in a scientific theory, meaning that hé is thor-
oughly of opinion that it is- true; or, in still
looser lancuage, hé may say he believes it ie
going te be a fine day. 1 would observe, in
pasing, that oven in this sense of the word,
a man who refused te act upon what ho could
net know would be a very unpractical person.
1j you are suffering from an obscure disease,
you go to a doctor to obtain, not hie knowledge
of your malady, but his opinion ; and upon
that opinion, in defiance of other opinions,
aven an emperer may bave to stako his lfe.
Similiarly, from what is known et the proceed-
ligs in Pa'liiment, respecting the MancheNter
Ship Canal, itrmay be presumed that engineers
were not unanimous as te the possibilities and
advantages of the undertaking; but banches-
ter mua were content ta aot utpon the best
opinion, and ta stake fortunes on their belief in
it. However, it may be sufficient here te just
allude te the old and unaaswèred contention
of Bishop Butler, that even if Christian belief
and Christian duty were mère matters of pro-
bnble opinion, a man who said in regard to
them, " I do not know, and therefore I will not
acr," would be abandonmug the firet principle
of human energy. He migbt be a philosopher;
but he would not be a m n--not, at lest, I
fancy. according te the standard of Lancashire
But there is another sense of the word 'belîuf,'
which is of far mare importance for our pre-
sent subject. Thee i belief which is founded
on the asburances of another persn, and upon
our trust in him. This sort of belief is net
opinion, bat faith ; and it is this which has
been the greatest force in creating religiQns,
and through them in monlding oivilzations.

What made the Mobaimmedan woIld ? Trust
and laith in the declarations and assurances of
Mohammed And whaL made the Chrietian
world? Trust and tsith in the declarations and
ssurances of Jesus Christ and Hie Aposties.

Taie is net more beLieving about things ; it ia
believing a man and believîug in a man.

Now, the point of importance for the présent
argument is tùat the chiot articles of the
Christian creed are directly dependent on per
sonal assurances and persônat declarations, and
that aur auceptance of them depends on per-
sonal trust. Wby do we believe that Jesus
Chiist redeemed ail mankind ? Becanse He
said so. Thore a no other ultimate groand for
it. The matter is net one open to the observa-
tion of our faculties ; and as a matter of science
we are- net in a position to know it. The case
is the sarne with Ris- Divine Sonship and the
office of Ris Spirit. Ho reveals Rimseif by
Ris words and acts ; and in revealing Himself
He reveals lits Father, and the Spirit who pro-
ceeda fromn bth, 11s résurrection and His

m irces afford us a St. Patil says, assurance
Of Hie Divine n missio Bat for our knowledge
cf Hie offices in relation ta msnktnd, and of
His nature lu relation 'tô God, we rest on His
own words, confirmed and explained by those
of His Apostles. Who ean dream of knowing,
as a matter of science, that He is the Judge of
quick and dead? But He speaks Himself, in
the Sermon on the Mnant, of tbat day when
men will plead before Hi m, and when He will
decide their fate; and' Christians include in
their Creed a belief in that statement respect-
in 'the unseen andifuture worid. Bat if this
b so, for a man te urge as an escape from this
article cf holief that hé bias on méans et' a
scientifi knowiedge of the unseén worid, or of
the future, is irrelevant. His d fforence from
Cristians lies not in the fact that ho bas no
knoledge of these thinge; but that he does

-not believe the authority on which they are
atatéd. Ho. may prèfèr te oei hirelf an Ag.
nostie; but bis real name is an aider one-he
is an infidel, that is te aay, an aubeliever.

The word infidel, perhaps carries an unpleas-
ant significance. Perhaps it is right that it
should. It is, apd it ought to be, an unpleasant
thing foi a man te bave te say plainly that he
does not believe Jesus Christ. It is, indeed,
an awfal thing te say. But aven men who are
not conscious of ait it involves shrink from the
ungraciousness, if fron nothing more, of Lreat-
ing the beliefs inseparably associated with that
Sacred Person as an illusion. This, however,
is what is really meant by Agnostcitm ; and
the tirme seems te have come when it is neces-
sary to insist upon the fact.

Of course there may be numberless attempts
at respeotful excuses or evasions ; and there is
one in.particular which may require notice. It
may be askèd whether we can rely on the ac-
counits we posssi of our Lrd's teaching on
these subjecta. N>w, it is unnecessary for the
generai argument now bef,>re us ta enter on
those questions of the authenticity of tue Gis-
pel narratives, which ought now to be regard-
ed as settled by M. Renan'e practical surreuder
of the adversa case.

Apart from ail disputed points of criticism,
no one practically doubts that our Lord lived,
and that He died on the Cross, in the most in-
tense sense of filial relation tW His Father in
Heaven, and that Ho bore testimony to that
Father's providence, love, and grace towards
mankind. The L rd'e Prayer affirds soffi nent
evidence upon these points. If the Sermon on
the Maunt alone be added, the whole unseen
world of which the Agnostic refuses ta know
anything, stands unveiled before us. There
you see revealed the Divine Father and Creator
of ail things, in personal relation te His crea-
tures, hearing their prayers, witnessing their
actions, caring for them and rewarding thom.
There you.hear of a future judgmert adminis-
tered by Christ Himseif, and of a Heaven te
be hereafter revealed, in which those who live
as the children of thoir Father, and who suffer
in the cause and for the sakeól Christilimself,
wili be abundantly rewarded. If Jesus Chriot
preached that sermon, made those ,promises,
and taaght that prayer, then anyone who says
that we know nothing of God, or of a future
life, or of a unseen world, says that he does
net believe Jesus Christ. Since the days when
our I>rd lived and taught, at ail events Ag-
nosticism bas been impossible without infidul-
ity. Lot it be observed, moreover, that te put
the case in this way is net mercly te make an
appe,-. ta authority. It goes further than that.
It is in a vital respect an appeal to experiescé,
and se far te science itself. It ie an appeal to
what I hope may bu taken as, confessedly, the
deepest and mont sacred moral experience
which bas eve. 'b een known. No criticisi
worth mentioning doubts the Passion ; and
that story involves the most solemn attesta-
tien, again and again. of truths of which an
Agnostie coolly says he knows nothing. An
Agnosticism which knowa nothing of the rela-


