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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes a paper regularly
from thn Post o*fice, whether direcied to his own name.or
anoth- r's. or whether he has subscribed or not, is rcapon-
sible for payment. .
2. If 8 person orders his psper discontinued

bhe must pay all arrears, or the publirher m 1y continue to
send it until payment 18 msade, and then ocllect tha whole
smount, whether the poper is taken fromtheoficeor n.t

8. In ruits for subscriptions, the suit may be
instituted in the place where the paper 18 pub'ished al.
though the subscriber may reside huudreds of miles away.

4, The courts have decided that refusing to
1o take newspapers or perlndicals from the Post office, or
removing and, leaving them uncailed for, 18 prima facte
evidencoe of intentionsal fraud.

CALENDAR #OK OCTOBER.

Oor. Tth—19th Sunday after Trinity.

¢ 14th—20th Sunday after Trinity,
[ Notice of St. Luke.]

# 18th—Sr. Lixe. Ewvangelist.

21st—218t Sunday after Trinity.

28th—220d Sanday after Trinity,
St. S'mon and St. Jude.

({3

A &M.

Athanssi: n Creed. (Notice of
All Saints. ’
AGNOSTICISM EXPOSED.

By e Rev. PrivciraL Wack, D.D.

What is Agnosticism ?

In the new Nxford Dictionary of the Eng-
lish Laogaage we are told that * an Agnostic
is one who holds that the existence of anything
beyond and behind natural phenomena is un-
known, and, so far as can be judged, unknow-
able, and especially that & Fust Cause and an
unseen world are subjects of which we know
nothing.” The samo aathority quotes a letter
from Mr. R. H. Hatton, stating that the word
was suggested in his hearing. at & party held
in 1869, by Professor Huxley, who adopted it
from St Paal's mention of the altar at Athens
to the. Uuknown God, * Aguostie,” it is fur-
ther said, in & passage quoted from the Spec-
tator in 1876, ‘ was the name demanded by
Professor Huzley, for those who dirdained
Atheism, und believed with him in an unkuown
and unknowable God, or, in other words, that the
ultimate origin of all things must be some cause
unknown snd unknowable.” Again, the late
honoured Bishop of this diocese, in the Man.
chester Guardian in 1380, is guoted as ruy1ing
* 1bat the Agunoustic nenber deuled nor sfficmed
God. He sumply put Him on one side.” The
designation wus sugyosted, theretore, for the
purpuse of avoiding a direct demal of beliefs
resposung God such as are usserted by our
Faith, lv proceeds, also, from the scientifio
source, and olaims rhe svientific merit, or hubit,
of rese:ving opinion respeciing matlers DOL

knowa or proved,
‘We are not here concerned with this dootrine

#a & mere question of abstraoct philosophy res-

pecting the limite of our natural capacities..
We have to donsider it in relation to the Gharoh-
and to Christianity ; and the main consideration
whieb it is the purposé of this paper to saggest

1i8 that, in this relation, the adoptioa of the

term Agnostio i8 only an attempt to shift the
issue, and that it involves a mere evasion.

The Christian Catechism says :—*‘ Firat, I
learn to believe in God the-Father, who hath
made me and ali the world ; secondly, in God
the Son, who hath redeemed me and all man-
kind ; thirdly, in God the Holy Gbost, who
sunotifieth me and all the elect people of God.”
The Agunostic says, * How do you know all
that ?° [ consider 1 have no means of kaowing
these things you assert respecting God I do
not know, and cannot know, that God is a
Father, that He has a Son; and I do not and
cunnot know that such a Father made me, or
tbat such a Son redeemed me” Bat the
Christinn did not speak of what he knew, but
of what he believed. The first word of a Chris-
tian is not “l know,” but “I bztieve.” He
professes, not & science, but a faith; and at
baptism he accepts, not a theory, but a creed.

Now, it is troe thatin one sense the commou
usage of the word, telief is practically eqniva-
lent to opinion. A man muy say he believes
in & scienufic theory, meaning that he is thor-
oughly of opinion that it is trae; or, in still
looser languuge, he may say he believes it is
going to be a fine day. 1 would observe, in
pasking, that ever in this sense of the word,
& man who refused to act upon what he could
not know would be a very uopracticul person.
It you are suffering from an obscure disease,
you go to a doctor to obtuin, not his knowledge
of your malady, but his opinion ; and upon
thbat opinion, in defisance of other opinions,
even sn emperer mway bave to stake his life.
S:miliarly, from what 18 known ot tbe proceed-
ings in Parlisment, respecting the Munchester
Sbip Cunal, 1t may be presumed that engineers
were not upanimous us to the posmbilities and
udvantages of ithe undertaking; but Manches-
ter mon were Couteat to #ct upon the best
opinion, and to stake fortunes on their Belief in
it. However, it may be sufficient here to just
ullude to the old and noanswerad contention
of Bishop Butler, thut even if Christian belief
and Christisn duty were mere matters of pro-
bable opinion, & man whbo said in regard to.
them, ** I do not know, ard therefore I will not
aot,” would be abandoning the first priociple
of human energy. He migut be a philosopher;
but he would not be s mun—not, at least, 1
fanoy, according to the standurd of Lanoashire
Buat there is another sense of the word “belief,”
which is of far more importance for our pre-
sent sabject. There is belief which is founded
on the assurances of another person, and upon
our trust in bhim. This sort of beliet is not
opinion, bat faith ; and it is this which has
been the greatest force in creating religions,
and throngh them in moulding civilizations.

What made the Mohammedun wo:ld ? Trust
and faith in the declarations und assurances of
Mobammed Aod what made the Christian
world ! Trust and taith in thedeclarations and
assurances of Jesus Christ and H:s Apostles.
This is not mere belisving about things ; itis
believing & man aond believing in a man.

Now, the puint ef importance tor the present
argument 18 toat the chiet articles of the
Coristian creed are directly dependent on per.
sonal asspranoes and personal declarations, and
thut our acceptance of them dwepends on per-
sonal trust. Why do we believe that Josus
Christ redeemed all mankind ? Becanse He
sald 80, There is no other ultimate gronnd for
it. The matter is not on» open to the observa-

tion of our facuities ; and &s & matter of science

we are-not in a position to know it. The case
is the same with His Divine Sonship and the
office of His Spirit. He roveals Himeelf by
His words and nuts ; and in revenling Himself
He reveals His Father, and the Spirit who pro-

mirdoles afford us, gs St. Paul says, assurance
‘of His Divine mission. * Bat for our knowledge
of His offices in relation to mankind, and of
‘His nature in relation to'God, we rest on His
own words, confirmed and explained by those
of His Apostles, Who can dream of knowing,
as & matter of science, tbat He is the Jadye of
quick and dead? But He speaks Himself, ip
the Sermon on the Mount, of that day when
| men will. plead before Him, and when He will
decide their fate; and Cbristians inclade in
their Creed a belief in that statement respect-
ing the unseen and*future world. Bat if this
be 80, for & man to urge as an escape from this
article of belief that he has on means of a
scientific knowledge of the unseen world, or of
the futare, is irrelevant. His d fference from
Caristians lies not in the faet that he has no
knowledize of these things; bat that he does

ot believe the authority on which they are

stated. He may prefer to cali himself ac Ag-
nosLic ; but his real pame is an older one—he
is an infidel, that is to aay, sin uabeliever,

The word infidel, perbaps carries an unpleas-
ant significance. Perhaps it is right thas it
shonld. It is, apd it ought to be, an unpleasant
thing for a maa to bave to say plainly that he
does not believe Jesus Christ. - It is, indeed,
an awfal thing to say. Bat even men who are
not consciouns of all it involves shrink from the
ungraciousness, if from nothing more, of treat-
ing the beliefs inseparably as+ociated with that
Sacred Person as an illusion, This, however,
is what is really meant by Agnosticism ; and
the time seems to have come whea it is neces.
sary to insist upon the fact.

Of course there may be numberless attempts
at respwctful exocuwes or evasions ; and there is
one in purticalar which may require notice. It
may be asked whether we can rely on the ac-
counts we possess of our Lird’s teaching on
these subjocts. INow, it i8 uanecessary for the
general srgument now befure ms to enter on
those questions of the authenticity of the G-s-
pel narratives, which ought. now to be regard-
ed as settled by M. Renan's praotical surrender
of the adversa case. .

Apart from all disputed points of eriticism,
no one prastically doubts that our Lord lived,
and that He died on the Cross, in the most in-

‘tense sense of filinl relation to His Father in

Heaven, and that He bore testimony to that

Father's providence, -love, and grace towards

mankind. The Lord’s Prayer affsrds soffi sient

evidence upon these points. If the Sermon on

the M)unt alone be added, the whole unseen

world of whick the Agnostic refuses to know

anything, stands vnveiled before mws. There

you see revesled the Divine Futher and Creutor
of all things, in personal relation to His crea-
tures, hearing their prayers, witnessing their
actions, caring for them and rewarding them.
There you.hear of afulure judgmert adminis-
tered by Christ Himself, and of a Heaven to

be hereafter revealed, in wshich those who live
as the children of their I'ather, and who suffer
in the caure and for the sake of Christ @limself,
will be abundantly rewarded, . If Jesus Christ
preached that sermon, made those .promises,

and tanght that prayer, then anyone who says
that we know mothing of God, or of a future
life, or of a unseen world, suys that he does
not believe Jesus Cbrist. Since the days whean
our Lord lived and taaght, at all events Ag-
nosticism has been impossible withoat infidel-
ity. Let it be observed, moreover, that to put
the case 1n this way is not merovly to make an
appe-l to aanthority. It goes further than that,
It is in & vital respect an appeal to experieuce,
and 8o far to science itself, It is an appeal to
what I hope may be taken as, confessedly, the
deepest and most eacred moral experience
which has ever been known. No oriticism
worth mentioning doubts the Puassion; and
that story involves the most solemn attesta-
tion, again and again, of truths of which an
Agnostic coolly says he knows nothing. An

ceeds from both, His resurrection and His

Agnosticism which knows nothing of the rela-



