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UNTARIO YORKSHIRES IN MANITOBA.

— e

Prof. Day replies to ‘ Manitoban’s ’’
criticisms.

Iiditor ** The Farming World " :

In your paper of July 31st, I notice there
is a communication signed ‘¢ Manitoban,”
whicl criticises some ol the Yorkshire hogs
which have of late been sent to Manitoba.
KEvervone will agree that it is possible to
o 1o exlremes ; and there is no doubt
that it is possible to breed Yorkshires so
much of the ** greyhound *’ type that their
usclulness will be impaired. At the same
time it‘ is possible to go to the other ex-
ireme and breed Yorkshires towards the

short, thick type which, for the export
trade, is also a serious drawback. I may

also sav thot therc is no need to add a
foot to the nose and cars of the animal in
order to get a modern Yorkshire. An inch
or two would be nearer the mark. Instead
of saying, *‘* What is the use of reducing
the diameter of the head a few inches and
adding a foot to the head and ears ? " I
would say, ‘' What is the use of reducing
the length of the nose one or two inches
and adding ten or [ilteen pounds to the
weight of the neck an djowl, which have
practicallv no market value ? ' I do not
think that swine-breeders generally, or
even packers, claim that the Tamworth is
the only bacon hog ; and, even in 7Tam-
worths, we find breeders who are so anxi-
ous to shorten the nose that they are
shortening up the hog generally and injur-
ing its uselulness.

In careful cexperiments here, we have
found that it is not the pig which becomes
very fat which necessarily makes the most
economica lgain. We {ind that a hog that
grows rapidly and [orms bone and muscle
rather than fat is a more economical pro-
ducer than the short, chubby, fat type
which is so much admired byanany people.
If a hog or any other animal is 1o make
rapid gains It must be a large cater. We
eannot get something irom nothing, and
so long as the hog’s coustitution has not

been injured by injudicious breeding, tht
long-sided hog with medium width of back
will be found an economical producer
(though lie may not get extremely fat) if
anyone cares to use scales in connection
with his foods and his hogs. With the old-
fashioned type of Yorkshire we {ind a
short, turned-up mnose, a hecavy jowl, a
thick neck, a ‘tendency to heavy, rough
shoulders, and a somewhat short side. Of
course, any person who likes this type of
hog is at liberty to breed it, but he must
not ask the packer or the Old Country con-
sumer to fall in with his fancy. If we do
not wish to cater to the XEnglish irade,
than we may breed Yorkshires, or any
other breed of hogs, as pleases our fancy ;
but, il we are anxious to [firmly establish
our trade with Great Britaiu, then we
must breed hogs, whether they be Tam-
worth, Yorkshire or Berkshire, with good
Iength of side, smooth shoulder and com-
paratively light head ; and I think any
swine-breeder will admit that as soon as
we follow this line of breeding the nose
will be found elongated in sympathy with
the rest of the stretehing process. It is
almost impossible to obtain a hog of sulfi-
cient length of body for the modern hacon
trade and at the same lime have it possess
a short, stubby nose. It is true that the
nose is of no market value, and a few
inches more or less make very little differ-
ence in the weight of the pig, but a few
inches in diameter of the head makes a
very considerable difference in the weight
of the hog, and also adds very much to the
weight of the cheap part of the carcase.

While I am a strong advocate of breeding
a lengthy type of hog, at the same time I
think it well to offer a word of caution
against going to extremes, because there
is no doubt that there is a limit to the
length of body which a hog may salely
carry. If we go heyond this limit weak-
ness of constitution is likelv to bhe the
result. )

Of course, I have not scen the hogs which
‘** Manitoban ”* has criticised, and proh-
ably there may be sullicient ground for his
condetnnation, but I think he has made a



