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The solution of thie'question is, that, in retentive
soils, all cunents of wn.ter puddle their bed, and
prevent the'w: ater .‘[‘151n0 up throughit : tlus by the
wuy ' ‘ :

So much for ‘the the'ory of ‘drainage,
next issue we will attack the practice.

'

WHEAT.

_ The Soil
- A ‘soil' which, in the' ordinary course of cultiv-

ation, would have received an apphcatlon of
manure before another crop was grown, has prod-

uced 40 crops of wheat in, succession, averaging 14

bushels per ncre, solely by means of 1ts existing
fertility. |

At the commencement of the expenments, the
soil contained a large amount of organic nitrogen,
derived from the 'dcb'rzs of pre’-éxistinc vegetation.

It also contamed a lar; ge qu'mt1ty of mmeral food‘

of plants.

Every year a certain propomon of the oxcramc'

nitrogen has been nitrified by the agency of org-
anisms existing in thg goil.

Part of the nitrates found has been employed in
the growth of the wheat crop ; part lost by being
washed out of the soil.

The loss of nitric ac1d is greatm in wet seasons,
and the amount taken up by the wheat crop is in
consequence smaller. . Comparatively, dry seasons
should therefore be favorable for the production
of large crops of wheat.

The stock of soil fertility in the form of organie

nitrogen has been considerably reduced during the
forty years that the experiments have been carried
on ; the amountof each reduction has been ascert-
ained by analysis of the soil made at different
periods.
acid has also been largely reduced.

Although so much’ fertility has been removed,
the ‘stock that remains would-appear to be sui-
ficient ‘to grow crops of wheat for, a very long
period ; the produce, however, must in process of
time necessarily bie lower than it has hitherto been.

A. A. PLUMMER.

Compton, August, 1898,

(To be continued) »

In the

The stock of both potash and phosphonc :

NOTES IN PasszNo"'

[

Sunshme is the best medlcme for poultry as
well as men. If the house is dark and. gloomy
the. fo“]s will stay out of it even in the. «worst:
weather. . Nothing likes sunshine .more . than
poultry.

Ege shells soaked in kerosene and scattered
about-are recommended by the Wisconsin Farmer
as 2 remedy for-the egg eating habit. Cutting off
the-end. of the b111 is still thought by some abettex
1emedy

“ hﬂe 1t is undoubtedly unproﬁtable to doctm
very sick fowls it is advisablé to treat shght cases
of disease in the first stages.” Such ailments as
colds, that soon lead to lameness from cramps or
rheumatism etc., can be easily treated, and it is
advisable to do so, but when these troubles. turn
into croup, cholera, liver troubles and other conta-
gious diseases, then it is far better to kil the
patient. ’

One breeder with hfty r-ths 15 1ess troul)le-
than one old hen.

Clean out your poultry house or )our poultly
will clean out your pockets.

Tt is compantu ely an easy matter to grade up
a common flock, so that for egg’ and meat ‘pro-
duction they shall compete ffworably with pme'
b1eeds

‘It is never a‘zood plan to yard all kinds of

. fowls together. If large size and weight are desired,

select large hens, but the male b1rd should be
active and" vigorous.

The hen machine takes a little time to o'et ready
for its’ ploductlve work. ' Liberal feedmcr ‘must
precede eggs, Any "breed of hens wxll consume
a large’ quant1ty of feed before beginning to lay,’
but after having once begun they will not requne‘
or even consume as tmuch food. When 1aymo' their
craving is for vegetables, animal substances, er ushed
bones, and shell material. '

Y P VoL

There is no question but what standﬁi'd bred’
poultry is the best for all purposes,for, in every
contest- wheré a record' has:been''kept-standard



