
HIS BROTHER'S KEEPER

even then, doubtless bis imagination is
engaged in picturing the future wav-
ing fields of wheat, Ilail raised, " as
hie is wont to say, Ilon the virgin soil
of our great North-West."

Mr. Meighen's private life is very
quiet. He lives in probably the mnost
magnificent and costly bouse in Cana-
dia. He purcbased it a few years ago
from his brotber..in-law, Lord Mount
Stepben, wbose youngcst sister be-
came bis wife in 1868. The bouse it-
self is a model of architecture. The
splendid hall and staircase, drawing
room, library and dining roomn are pan-

nelled in miaboganiy or satin wued, as
the case may be; tbe walls are hung
witb costly paintings; a splendid man-
telpiece is of onyx andi alabaster. In
summer tbe beautiful and welI-cared-
for garden. in wbicb are to be found
many bigbly prized plants, is tbe at-
traction of Drummonci street.

Here lives the mani wbo commenced
life bumbly, who fougbt bis way up-
ward and attaineci wbat we termn suc-
cess, andi whose only wish now is that
he mîgbt be twenty years yeungc-,r-
bie bas everything eisc.
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INCE bis earliest childbood
Arthur Rilington badl ador-
ed bis beautiful and stat-

Êâ uesque motber, and, in
return, bis mother wor-

shippei-bis brother John.
Like a filial and super-youthful Sir

Galabaci, bis pure and fervent devotion
baci neyer wavered. Tbere bad been
no interval in aIl bis short life in wbich
ho was net bier faithful knight, nor any
age at wbich ho was flot ready te do
ber service-to challenge creation on
ber bohaîf. But circumstanccs bad
been againat the expression of bis loy-
aity. No opportunity bail been given
him-nor, being reticent by nature,
dici ho desire it-of clotbing bis en-
thusiasin in the adequate language cf
his well-bred class and worlci.

To most people tbe fact that the
Honourable Mrs. Rilingten was a
widow witb but two sens on whom te
lavisb ber affection made ber palpable
favcuritism the more inexcusable. In
the first place, there baci been, frein
Mrs. Rilington's point cf view, two
cbilciren where ene would have sufficeci
-for ber sons were twins. John-
the eider by a short balf-hour-was the
hei, therefere needed and welcome&.
But for Arthur there was no sucb
ready-niade role, nor, as far as bis

mother coulci sec, any reason or neces-
sity for bis existence. " Poor littie
chap!" bis fatber haci dubbed him at
sight, witb an instinct cf prophetic
commiseration. A year later Major
Rilington was killeci in a railway acci-
dent, andi Arthur was left practically
parentless. His mother's beart bad
net holding capacity for the two b.
side herseif.

In addition te the privileges con-
ferreci by primeogenîture, ail the decor-
ative graces cf body and minci tbat tbe
beautiful worldly weman mest prizeci
bail been centreci on John; Arthur, who
was sinail andi plain andi silent, came in
newbere. Frein bis nursery days John
was what is calleci there a " taking "
child; bealthy, good-looking, gooci-
tempered; cf such importance ini the
householci that hoe was always John-
nover Jobnny orjack even te bis mnoth-
or. Consequently bis bearing was
assured, bis manner foarless and ex-
pansive. The leison that teck Arthur
the merning te learn John mastereci in
an heur. Gaugoci by the. saine formai
standard the brothers Il panned eut "
differently. Wbether the ore thoy
yielded was of the saine value noithor
mother nor tutors pausoci te inquire.

Between themselves the boys, thouçh
antithetical, were net antagoniic.


