
64. Copy of the Petition of the Friends {P the People of London.
That though the terms in which your petitioners fiate their gricvance

mav be looked upon as Urong, yet yoùr 1onourable -loufe is entreated to
belieëe. that no exprefdion is made -ufe of for the purpofe of offence.

Your petitioners, in auFirming that your Honourable Houfe is not an ade.
.qniate Reprefentation of the people-of England, do but fiate a faa, lich;
if the word " Reprefentation," be accepted, in its fair and obvious fenfe,
they are ready to prove, and which they think detritnentàl to their interelis,
and contrary to the fpirit of the conflitution.

How far this inadequate Reprefentation is prejudicial to their interenfs,
your petîioners apprehend thcy' may bc allowed to decide for themfelvcs,
but how far it is'contrary to the fpirit of the coiflitution, thcy refer' to
the confideration of your itonourablc Houfe.

If your Honou'rable Houfe, fiail be pleafed to determine that the peô-
ple of England ought nort to be fully reprefented; your petitioners praythat fuch your det-ermination may be made known, to the end that the
people may' bé apprifed of cheir real fituation ; but if your Honourable
.Ioufe fhall conceive that the people are already fully reprcfented; then
your petitioners beg leave.to call your attention to the following f.as:

Yourpetitioners complain that the number of Reprefentatives affigned ta
the different counties is grofsly difproportioned b their comparative ex-
tent, population, and trade.

Your petitioners complain that the el]eive franchife is fo partially and
unequally diflributed, and is in fo rnany iniflances committed to bodies of
'men of fuch very limited numbers, that the majority of your Hfonourable
loufe is cleed by lefs than fifteeri thoui"nd cledors, which, evncr if the

maleadults in the kingdom be eftimated at fo low a number .as thrce.nil-
lions, is notmorethan the two hundredth partof the peopleto be reprefented,

Yoùr petioners complain that the right of voting is Tegulated by no uni-
form or rational principle.

Your petitioners complain that the exercife of the eleEtive franchife is on--
ly'reiewed once'in feven year;.

Your petitionersthus difinaly flate the fubjea matter of their complaints,
that your Honourable Houfe may be convinced that they are ading from no
fpirit of general difcontent, and that yod mnay with'the more eafe be enabl-
ed to inquire into the, faas, and to apply the remedy.

For the evidence in fupport of the llrft coinplaint, your petitioners refer
-to-the Return Book of your Honourable Houe.. Is it fitting that Rutland
andYorkfnire fhould bear an'equal-rank in the fcale of county reprefentati-
orI or can it be right that Cornwall alone fhould by its cxtravagant proper-
tion of borough miembers, out number not o1: : the reprefentatives of York-
fhire and Rutland together, but of Middlefex added to them ? Or if a dif-
tinion be taken between the.landed and trading inîterefls, mnuf it not appear
monfirous that Cornwall and Wiltfhire, fhould fend more borough mem-
Sers to Parliamentý than Yorkfhirc, Lancafhire, Warwickfhire', Middle-
*fex, WVorceftérfhl-re, and Sornerfetfnire united? and that the total repre-enmat. of all Scotland fhould but éxceed by one member, tie number re-turne' for a fingle county in England?,

The fecond complaint o0fyour petitioners is founded on the unequal Tr-
potin


