64 Copy of the Petition of the Friends of the Peeple of Londox. |
- -That though the terms in which four pctitioncrs flate their gricvance,
may belooked upon as ftrong, yet yoir Honourable Houfe is entreated to
believe; that no expreflion is made ufe of for the purpofe of offences.

Your petitioners, in affirming that your Honourable Houle is not anade. -
:quate Reprefentation of ‘the people-of England, do but flate a faft, which,
if the word ¢ Reprelentation,” be accepted, in its fair and obvious fenfe,
they are ready to prove,and which they think detrimental to their interetts, -
and contrary to the {pirit of the conflitution, '

" How far this inadequate Reprefentation is prejudicial to their intereftss

your petitioners apprehend they may be allowed to decide for thenifelves,

but how far it is contrary to ‘the {pirit of the conflitution, they refer'to
. the confideration of your Honourable Houfe, : ' :

If your Honoutable Houfe, fhall be pleafed to determine, that the peo-
ple of England ought not to be fully reprefented; your petitioners pray
that {uch your determination may be made known, to the end that the
people may be apprifed of cheir real fitnation ; but if your Honourable
Houfe hall conceive that the people are alrezdy fully reprefented, then
your petitioners beg leave to call your attention to the following fafts:

Your petitioners complain that the number of Reprefentatives afligned to
the different counties is grofsly difproportioned to their comparalive €
tent, population, and trade. . _ :

Your petitioners complain that the ele@ive franchife is fo partially and.
unequally diftributed, and is in fo many inftances committed to bodics ‘of _
men of fuch very limited numbers, that the majority of your Honourable
Houle is ele€ted by lefs than fifteen thoufand cle@ors, which, even if the
male adults in the kingdom be eftimated at {olow 2 number-as three mil-
Yons, isnot more than the two hundredth partof the peoplé to be re prefented,

Your petioners complain that the right of voting is regulated by no uni-
form or rational principle. o ‘ -
 Your petitioners complain that the exercife of the eleftive franchife is on-
Iy renewed once'in feven years, f :

. Your petitivnersthus diftinétly (tate the {ubje& matter of their complaints,
that your Honourable Houfe may be convinced that they
{pirit of general dilcontent, and that yos may with'the m
ed to inquire into the fafls, and to apply the remedy,
~ For the evidence in fupport of the firft complaint,
to'the Return Book of your Honourable Houfe.
and York{rire {hould bear an’equal rank in the fca
on, or can it be right that Cornweli alone fhould by its cXtravagant proper.-
tion of borough members, out number notor.” - the reprefentatives of York-"
fhire and Rutland together, but of Middlefex added to them ? Or, if adil-
tiné&tion be taken between the landed and trading interefls, muft it not appeat
.monftrous that Corniwall and Wiltfhire, {hould fend more borough mem-

ers ‘10 Parliament, than Yorkthire, Lancathire, Warwick{hire, Middle-
" iex, Worceftérthire, and Somerfetfhire united? and that the total repre-

feniaiicn of all Scotland fhould but exceed by one member, the number re-

turned or 2 fingle county ir} England 2, _ R

., £he fecond complaint of your petitioners is founded on the unequal pro--

o - ' n A -+ _portions

- -
]

are 2fling from no.
ore eafe be enzbl-

your petitioners refet

Is it fitting 1hat Rutland
le of county reprefentat-



