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Cavendish, in 1587, On his return to Moxico, afigr the cap-
- ture of the vesscl,as Mr. Locke, an Englishman who saw hilm
“ub Venice In 1696, relates, he wad placed by the Mexlcan Vice-
‘roy iu command of -three ships, with n view ' to discover the
sirait of dnian along the coast of the South Sea, and to fortify that
“itrait {o resisl the pussaye and procecding. of the English nat:’oh,
which wers feared to pass through that strait into the South Sea.”
An regurded finding communication by water with tho strait
of - Aninn (Hudson's Straits), the  voyrge proved a failure.
“The intrepid mariner believed, nevertheless, that he had made
his way to the Allantic Ocenn. It was not hig fault if it was
_understoed, in his day, that this great ocean was not 5o distant
from the Pacific ag it is now known to be. The persevering
viceroy Insisting on his iden, which was according to the
science of his time, induced tha brave Juan to renew his ¢fforts.
So, consting along North Wesiern Amerien in a northerly
direction, e came to the 47th degree of north latitude, and
there finding ¢ that the land trended enst and north-vast,
with s brond inletof the sea between 472 and 48 2, he entered
therein, und safled therein mory than twenty days, und found
that Innd tronding still, somelimes north-west and north-vast
wnd north, wndd also east undd south-castwands, nnd very much
bronder vea thun was at the said entrance, and that he passed
by divers iglands in that sailing; and that at the entrance of

this snid strait there is, on the north-west const thereof, n!

grent headland
entered thus fur into the said strait, and being come into the
Nortl: Sea alrendy, he thought that he had well discharged
his office, and returned homeward,” 1t is evidunt, if there be

Juan's nureative proceeds to say that ¢ being
It ) X

any truth (a8 must be Yelieved that there i8) in De Fuea's ;

narrative, nf preserved to us by Mr. Locke, the western

mariner must bave traversud the sen which separates Van.
couvera [aland from the mainland, entering by the Juan do
Fuca Steait, and, coming out into the North Pacitic by Queen

Charlotte's Sound,
the good man himself believed, ad he came into Quern

of Aniun.

tive, neither does the lesser one which places the De Puea, The Spanish Government having seized a section of country,

1t ix no argument against tiv fact that

‘the nameo of Friendly Cove.

which he was held to have discovered opened between the
47th and 48th degrees, Cook, thércefore, examined most care.
fully -this section of the coast, but finding no appearnnce of
such a channel as was alleged to exist between the two paral-
lets aluded to, he at once pronounced the.story of the Greek
mariner n mere fiction, It was no fiction; however, althongh
the Pilot's geogruphy was at fanlt, and Cook came very near
de Fucw's strait, when he was ai the promontory which he
complimented with the nnme Cope Flatlery, on account of the
fairer wenther with which he was favoured there.  Sailing
northwards frotn this Cape, he passed the famous strait, with-

' out observing it, and anchored near Nootka Sound, at a place

where there was such good anchorage, that be bestowed on it
Little thought he that he was en-
joying the shelter of the great island, which has now become
8o famous, He believed that he was still on the const of the
continent, ‘Thus did de Fuca's geogiuphical errec lead the
great navigator astray, and keep the world in darkness for
some time to come, : ' .

Captain Kendrick, an American, in snid to have explored
the channel which separnted Vancouver's lsland from the
mainland in 1788, But there remains no undoubted record
of his epterprise. If he were the discoverer of suchk an im-
portant channcl, his name or something relating to himself
or his country, would remain inseparably connected with the
discovery. Buorierey, the captain of an Eonglish merchantman,
about the time just rizferced to, became aware of the existence
of a channel,a litde to the north of Cape Flattery, but he did
not explore it.  Captain  Meares, nbout this tiwe also, along
with Captain Douglas, made a voyage of discovery under che
auspices of a Company of Bengal merchants,  Meares was the
tirst Englishman who entered the De Fuca strait.  He took
possession of some tracts of country in the name of his
He sailed ap the strait, about thirty leagues, ina
But it was faund impossible to procesd further in such

Sovercign.

boat.

" craft, the natives assailiog him from the northern shore,
Charlotte’s Sound, that he was sailing inte the Atlantic Ly
Fludson's Strait; or, ne it was culled in those times, The Strai

If thix enormoeus error does ot impair the narra-

Strait between the 47th and $8th degrees of north latitoade
The Jatter, 68 well as the former mistake, must be charged o

the imperfect science of the time,

- . . 4
De Fuea pever imagined @

that he bad discovered an island, so he could not cirim to be :

its discoverer,
honanr of having discovered the strait which was supposed to
divide the North Anmerican coutineat and afford commuunira-

He returned home crowned with the lileal

To Carvary Vasvocover, an officer who hLad servied under
Captain Cuok, Lelungs, and will ever belong, this distinguished
honour of having Jdiscovered the istand which bears his name

which, of right, belonged 1o Great Briwin, and having slse
laid certain restrictions on British commerce in the Pacifie,
which war Goverument could not allow, Captain Vancouver
was sent to confer with a Spanish otficer at Nvotka Scond.
witk a view to s formal adjustment of a dificulty which

' uight have put an end to the amicable relations existing be-

{tween the two Powers,

tion between the two great cceans.  The question of the age,

and of 50 many ages, was therefore salved,  The long-sought-

for North-west Juzeage wasdiscovered, Later navigators, how-
, and Couk amanyg the rest, failed to find the passage, or

rather the strait, which was mistaken jor it.

evey
Their failure is
nseribable to De Fuen's second and minor error, that which
placed the strait which took his name between the 47th and
48th pardlels.  The reader will observe, froma glance ata
meadern nap, that the strit in question is situated a Titde to
the north of 483

tetween 47° and 48° . Finding no inlet or stmit, he sailed

(o such an occasion, the Nerth-West
passage was not te be lost sight of. Captain Vancouver,
aceordingly, was instructed to add to his diplomatic mission,
the duty of searching for the much desired passage, along the
const, from the 35th to the 80th degree of worth latitude.
The Spanish Commission not baving arrived, when Vaocouver
reached Nootka, this officer determined, meanwhile, to vin-

! ploy his time in cxamining the De Fuea strait and Admiralty

Cinlet,

Cook vxplored, very carefully, the coast

direet north from 432 or & little north of 483, from Cape
Flatteey, which is almost at the opening of De Fuea Strait

and so proceeded on hisx explorations alopy the North-west
cpast, withaut noticing the entrance to the Nerth-ees! pussage,
the meld incognifa of the time, which this cenowned navigator
alko was in search of. -

St more efforts were made ia arder to find the North-west
passage where it did not extst. In 1774 the Spanish Govern-
ment despatched an expedition under Juan Perez, with in-
structions tu senrch for it along the north-western coast of
Amerita.  This captain discovered Queen Charlotte's lsland
iu latitude 54 north,
in

Bui, as may be supposed, he did not

sueveed accomplishing the principal  object of his

voyage.

“miiles north of Nootka.

Not anly did he succeed, after difficulty and fatigning
navigation, in ascending the strait of Fuca to a considerable
distance, e was able, also, to puide his vesselsulong the Gulr
.f (Feorgia, the strait to which e gave the name of Jehnstone
Strait, and the whole channel which leads to the main sea,
gaining, finally, the North Pacific Qcean, about one hundred
Thus, was Caprars Vaycouver the

' first who discovered, in the veur 1790, that the island with

which his name remains inseparably vonnected, is indeed an
island, and not, ns had been su long believed, a portion of the
North American Coutinent, He failed to find, like the Greek
Pilot, Juan de Fucs, a channel comwmunicating with the North
Attantic, but, as all muost admit, he made a discovery more
valuable to science, more beneticial to commerce, and more
calculated to ndvance the interests and the bappiness of man-
kind, than if he had penetrated the Arctic Seas, discovered
some frozen channels, and settled, in his day, the wmuch

“agitated question of the North-West pasrags.

Soon after this unsuccessful enterprise, two vessels were !

sent by the vi- -roy of Mexico on the same errand.

They :

commenced by n mistake, into which they were led by the
charts of the time, which placed the Strait of Fuca between

the 47th and 48th parallels, Stacting from 422 2§, they sailed -

southward, and o in vain sought for the opening of the strait. '

Some of their crew having been massacred by Indinnsg, they ! \ " . o
ansed to rail away fre ”!’_ bieet of thei ¥ sarch. ,d ) * nicle, with the exception of the election.of an Executive. For
censud Lo sail away from the object o cit search, and re- |y, present {t has been decided that France will remnin a

. Republic, and at o late sitting of the National Assembly the

turned to Mexico, Oue of the vessels, however, which was

commanded by Francesco de In Bodega, continued to sail: 'S Lo ac :
i sinas still surround Paris, which they have decided upon

northward for some time, made land in latitude 56, und dis-
covered a portion of King George TITs Archipelago. He took
possession likewiso of a Inrge bay in lat, 50° 30'. To this
bay he gave tho nnme of his patron, the viceroy, calling it
Frort Bucardy. .
About twenty years before the time of de ta Bodcgn’é expe-
dition, the British Parlimmnent offered a reward of £20,000 for
tho discovery of o practicubla passage by sen between the two
" Ocenns.  Somewhat lnter, in 1776, the celebrated navigalar
Jwnd explorer, Captain Cook, received commission to uander-
take an expedition, in pursaance.of ﬂm» same object.  Ho was
instructed to search for rivers or inlets poiuting towards
Hudson'’s or Baflin's Bay, from the 46th to the 66th degree of
north latitude,
The Greek Pilot, Apustolos Valerinnos, who adso bare the

b
Sunnirl name of Juan de Fuooa, had stated Lt the prssage
1} ! t E

upon by

war will be carcied on with the utwost vigour.

Rueviews of books and other matters intended for this issue
have been deferred for want of room.

THE CHRONICLE OF THE WAR.

But little of importance has occurred sincoe our last chro-

choice fell upon M. Thiers to act as ils president.  The Prus-
entering on the 24th. The King will then return home and
make a triumphant entry into Berliy, accompanied by all the
petky sovereigns of Germany. The terins of pueace insisted
Bismarck bave again been presented, but this time
in the form of an ultimatum. Should they be refused, the

st v They invoive
the cession of Alsnce and Lorraine, with the fortresses of

_Thionville, Metz, aud Belfort, and the payment of an indem-

nity of £160,000,000 sterling ; but all the sums hitherto levied
in France will be counted in towards this indemuity. A ro-
cent despatch from Bordenuxy speaking of these terms, says
that they do not correctly reficet the thoughts of the German
rulers. It is Lelieved that they Yinve purposely been made ex~
travagant, in ordoer that the veal terms wmay seem moderate in
comparison, Tudeed, it is thoaght that Bismarck contem-
plated startling Frunce and Hurope by the announcement of
terms that will secw liberal,

Among the French peeple there {3 still & great reluctance ’

to consenl to the surrendeor of territory, and it is reported that

.of the return to the throne of the ancient reigning family arg

Chanzy and other Generals have proclaimed _'tliévif'co_m;':ichonv
that o defensive’ war raay still be prosecuted. :The prospects
improving; Imperialism is at a discount, and 'the permanent’

establishment of the Republic . has almost ceased to be
dreamed of. S S

- THE GRAND TRUNK SHOE RACES,;THE";LAS'I'
: HURDLE, o :

The favourite pastime of smow-shoeing hns become this
year, if it Le possible, still more a favourite, and has com-
pletely outstripped all the other varied amusements that
winter affords, Nearly every Saturday one cinb or anotherhas
its race, and though ome might expuct that the frequency of
these trials of skill and speed would lessen their attraction,
the contrary rather i3 the case. Perhaps a reason for this
especial partislity may be found in the interest manifested by
the amusemeni-loving public in the success of the different
candidates competing for the extraordinary prize offered this
year —Messrs Cohen & Lopez's 3200 meerschaum pipe. Thera
are this vear no less than six snow-gshoe clubs in operation,
with a total membership of from 5 to 6 hundred yoong men.
These elubs have all arranged for annual taces, which will
furnish a pleasant means of spending the Saturday afternoons
far on into March, ‘The annual races of the Grand Trunk Snow
Shov Club which took place on Saturday,the 11th inst. were, as -
they have usually been in years gone by, highly eatertaining.
The day was as fine as could be wished, a bright sun overhead
tempered the sharp, cool, bracing atmosphere, and ient to ali
the surronndings, however dull in themselves, a rich, warm
colouring, and to the snow a dazzling brilliancy. The air was
cold but not unpleasantly so, and in {act the day was par ex--
cellencs a day to be spent in the open air. Yo most probably
though¢ the bundreds of spectators, mauy of them fair ladies,
attired in all manuecr of rich winter trappings, with which the
grand staml was packed. All of them bad ruddy faces, stamped
with health and all seemned heartily to enjoy the day’s sport.
The judges’ stand was also graced with the presence of several
Ladies, besides Mr. Brydges, Mr. Hickson, acd several other
prominent officialz of the G. T.R. The ficst race called wns
1he Two-Mile Bace, for which very few whites were entered,
and which was taken by Keraronwe, the celebrated Indian
runner, io 11 min. 30 sec. The hurdle race wus next—150
vards, over 6 hurdles.  Wood, Armstrong, Becket and Hurti-
buise, showed at the seratvh. Hardly was the sharp crack of
the pistol hieard when Armstrong was away, gaining in his
wonderfully quick start alead which it wasimpossible to pull
down, and Le woo ihic heat vasily in 144, The second heat
was a dead heat Letween Wood and Becket.  The third and
final heat fell to Armstrong, who was declared winner. Our
illustration shows the ran at the last Hardle in this race,
which was followed by several others to complete the days
sport.

[LLUSTRATIONS OF THE WAR.

We prodace, this week, three illustrations of the war, now
fo near itz close. The first is a view of the ruins of 8t. Cloud,
of which we spoke in a former number, as being, from their
commaundiog position, a favourite Prussian look-ont post. The
sceond is 4 scene on the humourons—but none the less
dangerous—side of war, and gives an idea of the risks to
which the war cortespondent, in accepiing that perilons duty,
submits himself in order to gratify the curiesity of newspaper
readers, whe, like the Athenians of old, are perpetually seek--
ing botl to tell aud to hear something new.  The third illus-
tration shows the interior of Battery No. 3 in the park at
Riancy. to the west of Paris, manned by Saxon artillerists.

Rore CoFFEE asp SPRING-SAW Bmaxs.—A New York paper
says that Minnie Lee, a nice-looking young woman, residing
at 1°8 West Tenth Street, recenily applied for admission to
the Tombs privon in order to visit James Thompson, a noto-
ricus and desperate burglar, now awaiung trial at the General
Regsions. She had a dinner pail in her haud, containing coflee,
and & large dish containing baked beans, which she pretended
to have brought for the prisoner.  The woman acted in a
nervous manner, and so attracted the attention of the keeper,
and he proceeded to examine the pail, finding it made with a
false bottom, which was flled by a coil of rope fully thirty
feet tong, and neatly covered by hot cofee. Minnie was at
once arrested, and the czll cceupied closely examined, the
search being rewarded by the discovery of two old kuife blades,
o patent jointed steel jimmy, and & eouple of roughly-made
spring-saws, intended to sever ivon bars. When the prisener
was arraigned before Justice Dowling, at the Tombs Police
Court, she was fully committed for trial, in default of 31,000
bail. After Minnie was removed to a cell, the plate of beans
wne examined and found to contain a bandsomely-made
spring-saw handle, a small stecl wedge, and ten or twelve
beautiful watch-spring saws. With all these tools, had he ob-
tajned possession of them, Thompson would have found no
difficulty in escaping from his cell, aod probably frow the
prison, during the night,

DID YOU EVER?

Did you vver see a chimney-sweep having his shoes blacked ?

Did you evver lose a five-pound note at Loo, and find out who
had won nore than half-n-dozen shillings of {87

Did vou ever get an omnibus to stop exactly where you
wished it? ' '

Did you ever know a lady with a wasp-like waist, whose
disposition also was not mther waspish?

Did you ever meot an Alderman who was a Vegetarian?

Did you ever know a baby that was not considered # the
sweetest ever born,” and tse like? somebody ot ether, to
whom you can't discover an atem of resemblance 2

Did you ever meet an Englishman abroad, whodid not seem
{o think that he tost caste by speaking eivilly 7 )

Did you ever challengo a stranger to play billinrds, without
mutuaily asserting that you badn't touched o cna for upwarils
of a tweivemonth?

Did you over hear a modest man propose a toast, witheut
regretting that it had not been placed in better hands ?

Did you ever come howme Iate nud try to get to bed without
anybody hearing yon, when the front door did not bang, nad
every stair vxplode ns though it were a fog-siguut?




