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Sir Alexander James Fdmund Cockburn, the representative
of Great Britain at the Conferenee, wus born in London in
1802. His father was Mro Alexander Cockburn, formerly Fng-
lish Minister in Columbia. Having completed his education
at Prinity College, Cambridge, where he gradnated L.L B, in
1824, ho soon after wus citlled to the bar at the Middie Temple,
In 1841 he beeame Q. C.oand during the railway mania of
1846 had the gooud fortune to oltain a large share of the Par-
linmentary practice which arose out of the various lines pro-
jected, and at the genernl election of 1847 was returned for
Southampton in the advauced Libersl interest. He did not
take a very prominent place as a debater unti! he made his
memorable defenee of Lord Palmerston’s foreign policy, on
the Don Pacifico question, in 1850, which was one of the most
cloquent and ruceessful specches ever delivered in the British
House of Commons, Tu return for this and for other assistance
which he gave to the Libersl party from time to tine, he was
nppoinlud Solicil()r-(hrn?ml by Leord John Bussell, nnd re-
ceived the honour of kuighthood.  In the early part of 185
he received the Attorney-Geuneralship, which office he held
until the dissolution of Lord John RusselPs ministry in the
spring of 1852 On the formation of the Coalition Cabinet,
he resumied his port a8 Attorney-General, and was, in 1854,
"l’l“’i”“"l Recorder of Bristol,  On the death of Chicf-dustice
Jervis, at the close of 1856, Sir Alexander was created Chivfe
Justice of the Court of Common Plens, and was advanced 1o
the high oflice of Lord Chicf-Justice of Englund on the: cleva.
tion of the Inte Lord Campbell to the woolsack in J&50. Thee
year previous he had stceealed to the baronetoy of his uncle,
the Rev. Sir William Cockburn, dean of York,  Sir Alexander
Cocktrn especially distinguishod himeelf ju the proseontion
of Palmer, in which he dispdayed the wost consuintmnnte ubi-
lity ; and in the defence of Gen, Nelson and Livot, Brand, pro-
gecuted by the Jamaica Defeuce Committeer,  His charge to
the Grand Jury delivered in this case at the London Central
Criminal Conrt in Aprit, Y867, which was regnrded an o most
masterly performance, contained an claborite exposition of
martial law and of the mauner in which it bas beenappdicd at
vatious periods of English history,

Mr. Charles Francis Adams, the United States representa-
tive, is the grandson of Jolin Adams, second Prosident of the
Onited States, and son of John Quiney Adams, satuectime
Minister to Russin aud Foghoaod, and sobsequently sixth
Prespdent, He was born at Boston, Mass, on the 15th of
August, 1807, He vomuenced hic studies in Burope at St
Petersburgh and iu Lendon, whither he aceampanied his
father; and on bis return o Amenen entered ot Harvard,
where he graduated in 15250 In 1822 he wasaedmitted tothe
bar, and soon after married the danghter of Mr. Frocks, who
Lrought him a arge fortune, In 1530 e became a member
of the Muassachusett~ Legibslatune, He did not, however,
wholly devote himself o palitios, for in 1840 we tind bim
hard at work editing hits grasdfthers papers and deapate bea
which he pablished e Snllowine veur, ander the ttde of the
o Life and Works of Joban Adams” This was followed 1u
1848 by the @ Letters of Mro Adums” The same vear Le
was chosen by the Abolitionist party ss o candidate fio the
View-Fresideneoy of the Republic, Iy fre was sont by
Wasgachnsotls o ropresent that State in Congress; and in
p461, immediately ou the outhreak of the Civil War, e was
zent to England, inthe place of Mro Dallas, ss Envoy Extra-
ordinary and Minister Plenip tentiary of the United States
It in worthy of note that it wax Mr. Adams who cnrried on
the diplomatic correspeandence with Farl Russell in reference
tos the stenm s built by Mr Lajrd.

The other members of the Board Knnwh  ta
woneral renders, theugh they bave all won distinetion i thoir
pﬂlili«':\l carcer.  Cisint Selopts, the nominee of Kinge Victor
Fanrmanued, is awnn of ne siight bonoar in his own canntry,
for not ouly i< heon Juri-consulte of high repate) bat for
severn) venrs be has held the post of President of the Italian
Senate.,
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Horr Stacmpily, the representative of  the President of
the Swiss Confederation, cotateneced Bis career  as oa
Hterary  man, &md for some Ome 2ocoupiad the editerial

chair of the Lusd, su important jeurial publisted st Bernoe,
The position he oceupies in the esteenn of b countrymen
will bee ecasily understood when 1t is knewnthat e hasseveral
times bren placed by thom at the hewd of the nation, Xeveral
vears ago he retired from pelitioal pussuits, and has sinee
become manager of the Iargest joint-stock bank in Switzerland,

The Brazilian member of the Board, the Baron do Hajubs,
Bing won honesrs in more than one earcer, He ueede his 000w
as a professar of law wt Rio Jancito, and was saleequently
appointed to represent  his conutry Consul-General at
Hamburgh,  He was then moved to Berding and now has the
honour of representing the Tmperial Court of  Brazil as Min-
ister Plenipotentinry at Versaitles,
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THE ERGPTION OF VE

The following is an acconnt of the cruptions from Mount

VTR

Vesuviug, translated from a Neapolitan jonrnal i—

On the 24tk of April, the evaption wez marvellons.  On the
evening of the 25th, althongh it had begun to deerease, a
large number of people, forming a compnet column, composed
of foreiguers, Neapolitans, and inhabitants of the neighbour-
ing towus aned villages ascended they mountain from Resina
ar far as the Observatory, wishimy to have a nearer view of
the magnificent spl-u:uxl’u. Suddenly the earth was shaken
beneath their fest, and formidable growlings and mutterings
were heand froan the monntain, A great gulf opened in it
side in the direction of San Giorgio, San Scbastinno, and
Somma, and from this enormous mouth there yushed with
extrnordinary violence n column of fire and smoke that covered
for a great distanee all the surrounding country, Many per-
rons were overwhelmed and destroyed by it wany others in-
Jured, - According to information received  to-day (26th), at
half-past three in the afternoon, the number of victims cannot
be less than 200, At the news of this terrible disaster, the
Prifect and General Pettinengo, followed by gunrds of public
safety and soldiers, hastened to the spot, and delegates from
Torre del G reco, Portici, and Resing were sent to the authori=
tica to nsk for men and help,  Physiciang; nmbunlances, carts,
and even chairg earried by men from the San Carlo Theatre,
wore immediately sont forward, At the moment'of writing
these linas (five o'elock in” the afterndon) the eastern sky is
completely obacured by a dense mmoke, which resombles a
mass of cotton wool, It swells, grows Iarger, breaks into

fringes’; hero it is qnite white, there tinted with bluaor gray.
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The lava flows on either side with awful speed and abun-
dance ; it threatens Torro del Greco on one side, Ban Giorgio,
Somma, Vesuviann, San Sebastinno, on the other. From time
to time terrible thunderings announce that the earth is rent
before this sdvancing river of flame, and at the same instant
& column of thick black smoke is seen to gush out, indicating
the: spot where n new opening hus been made. )

The populations sprinkled along the line of Portici and
the other villages we have nnmed are all flying from their
homes,  The shaking of the walls announces to them the
approach of the mysterious and awful enemy that threatens
them.  Jnnumernble nre the vehicles of all sorts and condi-
tlons that arrive at Naples, bringing houschold goods and
fumilivs tlecing from the scourge.  The suthorities of the
threatened localities demand that the milway company shall
put on extra trains, and the wish is at once acceded to. In
this city (Naples) the spectacle has another character.  Upon
all the higher points, in every square, before the munici-
pality, n vast crowd stands gazing at the line of black smoke
that les like a gigantic serpent coiled above the mountain
and the doomed villages.  Near the gates of the Hospital des
Péléring a throng of people look on at the arrival of the
wounded. At one o'clock about ten had been brought in, of
whom one is already dead, the others in a hopeless condition,
We remack among them a young English girl. The great
doors of the Hospital are closed and guarded by soldicrs, anid
abont them stands a crowd of people waiting for news of their
missing friends, while the arrival of each earriags: conveyiog
#ome victim is the signal for cries and tears and lamen-
tutions,

This morning, at Portici, the lookers-on were profoundly
moved by the sight of a young Engiish lady covercd with
blood, and dreadfally burned, The poor creature uttered
piercing shricks, and tried to throw herselt out of the vehicle
i which she had been placed between two carabiners, who
did all they could to restrain her. At half-past four it was
annontteed that a vew gulf had opened near the Cometery of
Porticl, The men employed at Pompeii and Herculauenm had
reached Naples in safety, and were Iodged in the Convent of
Sauta Teresa, At five o'vlock the suthorities have taken pos-
roaston of all the city omnibuses and sent them 1o the scene
of the disaster. Tt is said that the Iava bas reached the vil-
tnge of San Sebastiano,  Eleven more wounded and one dead
have been brought in, There has been some disturbance near
the Bishop's palace.  Several women wantad to carry in pro-
cession the statue of Saint Januarins, incited thereto by some
priests, The Questor went at once to the Cardinal, and both
towstiver procecded to the 2pot and dispersad the crowd Tufore
any seriots disorder occurred,

The sight of the monstrons fursace is something stupens
vven to those who see it only from Naples,  The eloud,
B has now risen and covers a part of the sky, resemblez
thut whic b is deseribed by Pliny the yonnger o his desorip-
tion of the eruption that buried Pompeii—sometimes white,
sometines durk and spotted, as §f with carth and stones or
nsbres. We onn count vach S expiration’ of the mountain; it
i< Hke the puds of smoke from the mouth of @ cannoen, in
Naphesmnany houses have been folt o tremble, and in 2ome
eris ks Lave appeared in the waliz while all day lons from the
terviees amd 1o Uee interior of the houses could e heand for-
widable grewlings or rumblings, as of a locomotive passing
Bear. A great orowd is st before the Hospitad des Peicrins,
watching the dead aund wounded s thiey are broaght in jlere
i< one, birned from head to oot and wrapped in o sheet, He
utters heartorending shvieks. Aunother iy just expiring, aud,
aithough his gacments are utitatohed, e is ot the colour of a
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tobster, atid sevms to Lave came out of a canldron of botling
water, At Besinag at San Glovanud, at Toree del Gireee, at all
the villsgs strewn abont the fuot of Vesavins the terror is
tedescritabie,  The awful thunderings frean the mountain, the
appieach of the fava, the thick smoke that ever incereases, the
tremblitnr of the ground, a1l combine to angment the terror,
Fich and poor abandon their houses amd ly—some weeping,
sonpes shricking, some praving, and many Slasplieming Al
rosh toward Naples fir refnge, and the this & ol that at this
woent spreads over the shy seems to precede and anneutce
their coming, AU one o'clock many dreaditl ramonrs were
affoat, Two hundred and even thres huedeed dead were spokien
of. It was =abd that a great many fon weoers missing
from the hotels (Naples was full of Fnolish and Americansy,
Mere than twenty persens were said to he surronuded by the
lava nud cat off frem belp. At two o'vlock pan. the Prefect,
wio has shown the moest Tandable activity nwder these de-
ploemble circutstanees, sent the following telegram ¢

< Vesuvius vomits fire from o preat nummber of mouths, For
the moment the direction of the Iava cannot be determinaed,
P'oint most threatened, San Sebastiano. . Wounnded sent to the
Hospital des Pélérins, 12 three dead. A large number of
puersons swallowed up by the laval”

The trains and numerons vehicles which arrive from the
scene of the disaster present a heart-rending spectacle. Men,
wamen rid children iy, carrying in their arms a few things
snatehed up in haste. The milway trausports all withont
charge, nnd the trains sneceed each other incessantly,  His
Mujesty Vietor Emmanuel has sent his aides-de-camp to the
spot with money to distribute among the most destitute,

The Naples correspondent of the Darly News stasted early
in the morning of the 2nd instant, and proceeded towards the
Observatory, by the short-cut, as it is called, which Hes on
one side of Resina. The path, he writes, s covered a foot
deep with the cinders, thicker and thicker the further you
proceed. The sky then was clear enough, and Mount Vesuvius
staod before us in all its menacing magnitude,  The country
about is a scene of utter desolation,  Not a green leafl not a
single tree saved from the relentless enemy ; all are withered
and burnt up.  This general ruin of the country extends from
Palleri to near Torre del Greeo, and two years will havdly be
satficient to bring back the #ail into good coudition. We
turned at a point_called Teramo,  On our left we contem-
plated the gulf, with the calm blue sea crowded with sails and
small bonts, Onour right we beheld the torvent of lava which
flowwed in 18589 stith smoking, as though it were but of yester-
day. We proceeded some time in thisextremely narrow path,
and then entered the road traced on the lava, We twisted and
twisted sbout amid a perfect sea of black lava, with nothing
else: before us anywhere but these huge solid waves of strange
fantastic shape, We halted & moment st the Hermitage, and
leaving the horses to the care of the old guard, proceeded on
foot. The guides were in bewilderment. The tapography
of - Vesnviu is no longer the same as that with which they
pretended to be well acquainted, 1t is as though an earth-
quake had altered everything.  Hills bave appeared where

but a few days ago stones stood for visitors to rest upon  Pre-
cipices have been formed, whick almost prevent further ad-
vance. . All is altered ; the very shape of the mountain has
lost its well-known outlines, and the view is appalling.

Our llustration shows the Observatory—from which the
celebrated Professor Palmicri takes his observations of the
workings of the volesno—at the time of the breaking out of a
new crater in its immediate vicinity,
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JAI” Notutions to problems sent in by Correspondenta will be didy
arhnameledged.

.M B, Toroute, awd » Green Horn,” Montreal, - -3olutions to Pru-
blem No. 49 received, enrrect,
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WHITK, ;
White to play and mate in three moves,

Sorarion o8 Prosues No. 4.

White, ook,
1. R. to R. 8§th ch, Rt Kt Ind
2R to XoRosq, K.amnves.
3. R to Kt. Sth, mata.

. VARIATIONS. . :

White, Blieek.
1. K. to R ad,
2. Roto K. Kt. sa. R. mues s
3. R, to R. §th, mate




