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" WHAT 1S TT0 BE AWAKE 70 THE SOUL?

8Y REV. DR. DEWEY.

) .- Yot us sée what it is to be awake in worldly
i ‘things. How clear is the vision of men when
"’ “directed 1o their oulward interesis! How
- keedly do they discriminate, how accurately
.do they judge, how eagerly do they pursue!

‘Tt needs no Sabbaths, no set times, to medi-
tate on stocks, and bargains, and speculations.

things. Every sense, and member, and fa-

" life. Here gre no faint impressions, no dim
g . f)drécptians,_ no doubts, no objections, no eva-
:- gions.
those of the worldly who now hear me, I
may. say—you are all inquiring how you

" yourselyes, and putting off business, as you
put off duty, upon your neighbour; and say-

* jng-it may be proper for this, and that, and
“ the other man, ta go forward, and do business,

:
k
k)

and ‘get gain. No, you grasp at the bare

chance of worldly profit.  You step manfully

eyes, lo-detect, -on every side; shapes of evil
~.and danger, as men who are half: asleep.

No3; you are not irresolute, nor doubiful;:nor
You have no
fear of pledges and promises, and forms of

- cowardly about these things..

promise in- business; no fear of bonds, and

‘‘notes, and covenants, in trapsactions where

the whole heart is interested. Many have not

- halfenough fear of these things. :
But, alas! how different from all this
-~wakeful zeal and activity, and readiness, and
- forwardness, and courage; and manly decisi-
- on,"is the ordinary pursuit of religious things !
..Here, alas!.men have doubts. They do not
-gee things clearly., They are afraid of some
-evil lying in-wait. They are afraid of forms
. and covenants, and sacramental vows. They
i’ doubt about prayer. They doubtabout pub-~
- lic worship.- They question whether they
“-shall not get just as much goed at home.
-+ Above-all, they doubt about- religious under-
takings, and efforts, and charities. It is quite

a matter of speculation, lh&y ‘think, whether
I

=+ any'good ‘will be dove. he: case is: coni-

= ‘plétely ‘reversed; from whalt it is in worldly.
“+1hings. A speculatibn there is a grand chance
B But inreligious
“thiings, the noblest chance for infinite good 10
“‘ourselves and others, is but a'doubtful specu-

for 'the acquisition of goods.

lation. - If there is adventure, or experiment,

nd ‘ris

‘off, and ‘the people:are a strange people,
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. Tt needs oo serimons to remind men of these

" ~¢ulty is awake, and alive, and intensely em-
ployed, in the earnrst toil and competition of

To the worldly, it may be said—to

. shall do mare, and gain more ; not excusing
* yourselves, and striving to do the least that
will satisfy your owh minds; not excusing

forward, not waitisg for others, not walking
* tiraidly ‘and doubtfully, and " straining” your

or;speculation heré, a thousand _vqiceg' are
I raised against it; while the whole busivess
-.-of life is more or less a business of adventure
iind Fisks - If itis'proposed to send tlie Gospel
or’ Hindodstan ;- why it is a great

‘ﬁ;%l’,lh‘e_'_‘s'pct:éss s doubtful’z"but there is no

dins |

temptation, and warning, and enecouragement,
that areall around them. They mark every
thing in the paths of life but those dircctions,
and commands, and exhortations, that con-
stantly address themselves to the spiritual
nature. They see not, at every step, duties,
mercies, privileges, means of virtnous im-
provement, opportunitics of usefiillness, cares
of the soul to be taken, cares of other men’s
good and true welfare, dangers admonishing
them, blessed hopes beckontng them onward,
heaven opening to them. They do not walk
in the gbiding and the living sense of these
things.

This it would be, in some measure, to be
awake to the soul. But what it would be
altogether, our perceptions of the soul and its
interests, are. perhaps, too dull for us to tell,
or to comprehend. Well may we suspect
that our standard of religious wakelulness and
diligence is far too low. Well may we sus-
pect that we do not yet know what it is to be
awake to all the glorious and aflecting con-
cerns of our moral and immortal welfare
and that if we were thus once awalkened,
every thing in this world would appear in
a new light; we should see with new eyes,
we should apprehend with new senscs, we
should be aroused to an impression miore pro-
found and overwhelming than ever this out-
ward world has made upon us. TIf, indeed,
we can so strongly grasp this world; if we
can so strongly apprchend, and so cagerly
pursue the mere forms of things, the vanities
that perish in the using, the tnfles of a day;
with what ardour and intensity would the

Liold on realities! .. If the charms of pleasure
can so facinate men, how would the beuuties
of.virtue enrapture them ! If glittering gold
can so dazzle them; how. would they gaze, if
they saw them, upon the riches of holy truth,
and life, and immortality! If the most ordi-
nary good news can so delight them, what
would the Gospel do! Ifecarth can win and
bind all their warm affections and sympa-
thies, how would heaven bear away their
thoughts to more delightful meditations, to
more holy friendships, 10 more blessed hopes,
to more ineffable visions of beauty and bea-
titude, than all that this world ever unfolded,
or offercd, to its most ardent votaries! Then
would worldly desire, and love, and zeal be
more than transformed ; they would be re-
generated to new life and power.  He, upon
whom "this happy reuewal of the soul should
pass, would find that nobler energies had
slept within him than he had before imagin-
ed to be a part of himself. e would come
to fecl that he had undervalued the gift of
being. -He would thank Gad as he never be-
fore thanked him, for the blessing of existence,
‘and the promise of immortality.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION.

: Rélfgiousideas, bclief’s, impréésiohs, should
be -diligently : transmitted. .. Whatever of
Chrigtian - faithh or fecling the parent has
shioiild bé communicated to the child. . Some
pefsbns, seem to have. scfup_l_ds on this, poiknt.
They say that all persons ought to form théir
awi zeligiots views in the exercise of their,
dyvn ‘mélture Teason; and that tb teach them!
onr views in their childhood is to <pfc'.6ccu Dy

their ‘minds," and - hinder. the frde -exercise

|1af ihe gieat vight o Ginbiased judemi
‘Thiere are many disputed . points in religior,
, d tiis faimst:qnd best to }Gav:e‘
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ently,’ 1¢ beconies capable. of
his 1s wretchedly, false reasoning,

] o You! certainly - cannots. impart . (o
.y‘o}utlchil\d .any religious viéws different froin
your awn, i’ You/icannot. iin good: faitli- or,
coimimon lionesty,  commiunicate to ‘hiin:.as

truth what iyoy do not regard as teutlt, - You

soul put forth its powers,. when it once laid |
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must teach him your own views, if any—
yours or.none. And not to teach him any is
to neglect the period when the human mind
is most susceptible of religious impressions,
the period which is to after-life what the
spring-time is to the harvest. There isanop-
portunity then, for which the child is not
responsible, but for which you are re-
sponsible ; which he cannot improve, and-
which, if you neglect it, is lost forever,—a
loss which no future exercise of his recason
can supply or compensate.

There 1s a tendency in ourtime to carry the
idea of liberty to a most extravagant extent.
The idea of authority is getting obsolete in
tany quarters—as if auothority were always
a usurpation : whercas, in many cases, it 13
a duty and the non-exereisc of it is _guilt.—
The real rights of human beings are, in truth,
so very sacred, that we arc apt to think we
cannot overstate them, cannot too jealously
abstain from interference with them, cannot
give anybody lLis own way to much.  This
morbid feeling. about liberty and indepen-
dence, which has various insane manifasta-
tions in our day, is coming toaflectinjur. sus-
ly the relation between parents and children,
Children must not be interfered with! must
tiot be governed! Human nature is so di-
vine, that it must not be tampered with, but
lefi to the developement of its own heavenly
ihstincts, which are most heavenly——in faet,
are divine inspirations—in their earliest days.
% Heaven lies around us in our infancy,”
says a great poet, and. many ‘have adopted
his poctry as their phylosophy. — Leave
{ 1 ree, ~we-arc-told—free as the
" Shacklethenvuot-with your.
old.world notions. " TFetler. them hot with’
your beliefs'and “habits." - Liet” them alone,
and heaven'will guide them, - and the- God
within will fashion them by a better model.
You infringe their rights, you violate their
sacred frccﬁom, and stifle the celestial melo-
dy that runs through the strings of a free soul,
when you undertake to curb and direct them,
and overlay the divinity within them by your
laws and regulations, and your world-worn
ideas of things. Let them alone ; leave them
free. Suchis the purport of some of the
phylosophy of the day, and the idea reacl.lcs
and influcnees multitudes who know nothing
about the philosophy of it, or whence it comes
or whither it tends. I think -we may see
some of the fruits of this amazing defercnce
to children in the absence of humility, of re-
speet for elders, for religion, for anything hu-
man or divite, in which many of them are
trained and are growing up. -Young men and
maidens, of quite tender years, have grown
competent, and are taught thatit is a free and
véry noble thing, to pass their flippant judg-
ments oo all time-hallowed truth, and sneer
in tranquil superiority at all the gray-haired
wisdom of the world as error and dotage.—
Frecdor and independence are, indeed, the

| choice and ‘immeasurable blessings of our

time;—liberty; both civil apd religious, phy-
sical and mental, national and -individual;
but if the ‘idca i5 to be pushed-io the wild
ekireme which some.tendencies indicate, it
will render inevitable, by reaction, a sterner,
‘darker despotism over soul and body, than
the world ever saw before, ST
 But the rights of children! They have
théir Tights, sacred ones, ‘many of which the
‘wisdom;  consciencé ‘and *affection - of the
Christian parent distinedy point: out. * And
(heir foremost right is a tight to:that -which
they | 1most negd, namely, anefficient -and
! itaiive geverance and: guidance on the
part-of those whom God ‘and nature bave set.
over thert fof their good. ~ Theyhave a right
10 a sttong and Wholesoiné authority exercised
over them, mildly, wiibout -ste
ity, yet firm and, decisive,

‘Utider that rational and g enerous * bondage of

I ¢isdormn and love whicli niay'save them from

[ lie bad' and debasing’ bondage  of -« their'own

reckless caprices. - They havé # rightto the

friiits of your expericnee and wisdom, tohave
thém put into their. minds, wrought into their

can best-havé done, -in; numerous inslances,
not by your reasonings, s nor.by being. left o
to théir own'instincts, but by; your authority,’
théi-weight . which your charagter has with
the'm—;b\y your giving them. positive instruc-

convictions and ways “of 1if¢';; and: ihis they|

tion, and laws not to be questioned.  If the
parent has any definite religious beliefs, im-
pressions, and principles, the child has a
right to have them instilled from the ecarliest.

right to claim daily bread at your hands.—-
He has a right which hc cannot enforce or
understand, but which the God of nature-
inakes obvious and will vindicate,—a right'to’
claim of those in whose hands he is placed
in his helplessness that they avail themselves
of that suseeptible period to give him the
gronndwork and materials for a religious faith
and fecling. Give him, transfer to him your
opinions and impressions. Some of them
may be erroncous : ofthat point he will have -
a right to judge, and will juge, hereafier.—-
He may miodily those views very much, .
when he comes to revise them, in the legiti--
wate excreise of his freedom in after years.
Beitso. Nomatter for that.  Though he-
should greatly change every opinion and im-
pression, you will still have done a work oft’
unspeakable value for him. Ifyou arefaith-
ful and rcasonably fortunate, you will have -
given him, along with your opinions and im- -
pressions, a religious bras, aspiritof laith, an:
carly, strong, unyuestioning scose of the re--
ality of spiritual things and relations. The:
particular opinions & ideas may be modified,
and you need not care lor that. . The bias,
feeling spirit of faith, which underlies all ve-
ligious opinions and ideas, and which is the
main thing is likely to remain, And inasmuch
as that feeling and spirit of faith must be for
the time embodied in some opinions and ideas
—-let them be our yown, and do not scruple to
commuuicateyourownnoreservedly.: There.
15 0o iniftingement of rightsi-cit 24
ate'or prospeciive; in doing g0 It is: using
your uightul authority, being simply faithful
to your position, and performing for, your:.
children, in the only way practicable for you,.
the very sucred and momentous duty of pro-
viding for them at the most favorable time a
religious faith, which is likely to cling 10
themn and bless them, through - every period.
of life and through all changes of opinion,—
George Putnam. '

MANLY CHRISTIAN CHARACTER.

‘What " constitutes the manly Christian
character?. 'The foremost traitis decision of
mind, supported by strength of heart, “Re-
ligion is an active duty ; itis not so contem-
plative as many suppose ; it never, retires ta
meditate, leaving any active duty undone,
True, oiir Saviour Tetired to meditate and,
pray; but it was when the nighit had come,
and no man could work,—when the streets of-
Jerusalem were still; when _(]ee-p slecp Wﬂb
on every eye, when the mouging for a time,
forgot their sorrows, and the sick were re-
lieved: from their . pain; then it was; that
baving worked the works of Him--tllétiscnt‘
him all the day, he felt. at liberty to spend*

1 have given time to sacred thought, so long *
as any. thing remained to 'do;’and'we.fear-
that the reason why 1eén are'so partial to the
contemplative duties of religion, 4, thatit is "
pleasant 10, have ilie. héart engaged'in' medi-"
tation, whild it is hard'io keep the hands busy*

theless, that . all 'depends, mot or."cantempla-
tons, feelings, and. Tesolutions, but deeds.
-Active duly being thus iinporidnt, it follows
that the manly traif, decision of mind; is ong;
of thic greatest excollencics man' ¢4’ possess.”
Qur 'Sayibu’t'hi’ll'n‘s'élf ‘possesséd - it ‘,'in'; ‘perfecs
G & 1 wais Kbver 656 smpphent i 1 log
ili@gél;"s"u'r‘rdq‘_:déd_flg '._.thi_sé';\y‘l‘id vere, pro-
posing q

ciful qidétion, 4nd writis dowi his

replies. - /Though’ spures; were, every.-where:
spréead for hin, hé'wallied throus ,tffé"wo 1d-
‘with cénﬁd ce z,mq “[‘]”‘yl)e[c‘
never was a mament Y: o

any,_faltering G,
vantage to -hig foes

period into his mind, as much as hehasa.”

thie night in prayer'io God, * Hé ueverseetns'’

in the serviee of God., BUtit is {rue never-. -

immedizibai

loss, . '




