
States, because a paragraph miglt ha, e appeared in them re-
flecting upon the colour of his cat's tail. Setting aside the in-
jury done to me individually, nay the injury lie does' to the
post-office revenue, by refusing to take my money, lie has there-
by also presuamed to dictate te a numerous body of the. most
respectable and intelligent inhabitants of Canada,what they shall,
and wbat they shall not, rcad ; to debar them from- expencing
their money in the way they think pioper; to abridge them of
their rights and prvileges offree subjects under a fre gavera-
ment. And who is lie He is not a member of that government,
not invested with cither any judicial or ministerial' power,ma his
quality as deputy post.master-general, hleis nerely the se vant of
the kîng's servants,im one of lis Maesty's fihnancial departmenms,
And lie it is,onre individual alone,whîo thus lias presimed to curb
the fi eedom of the press, aud destroy the hberty of individual
opinion, and of individual discussion. lehas taken upon him-
self what the king in couincil would net have dared to do; lie
has attempted te bet himself up as a Licenser of the press, and
te declare that, without his imprimatur, His Majesty's Canadian
subjects shall not read, either a domestic or foreign essay. He
bas constituted himself an Inquisitor into what books shallbe
committed'to the flames, or what suffered to go torth to the
pubhc ; a Legislator te make laws for what passes through the
press; a Star-chamber Minion te stam p with bis permit, or stig-
matise winh bis censure, the vritings , of all men; lie has en-
croached upon the office of the Attorney-General, and has fy-
led, as it were, an ex-officio information against my work; lie
bas set himself up as an Examiner and Dictator, vithout appeal,
not only of what has issued, but of what is still to issue frei the
press, a Detector of unborn libels, an Infant murderer ofembryo
lampoons; nay he bas assumed the Crîiac's chair, and pretends
to be a Judge and Reviewer, by anticipation. of literary produc-
tions. that e lias probably neither the brains to understand, nor
the judgement te appreciate. I do not hesitate saying ail this,
though ftle consequence may be that le will equally stop the
Free Press from going througli the post office, (for which i
have paid a composition in lieu of postage, for the first quar-
ter,) bpcause if lie does se, be vili be flying the more in the
face of the publie, acting mere notoriously as an oppressor of
the liberty of the press; and lie will the sooner compel an alter-
ation of the syotem; for if lie does so with regard te this po-
litical paper, where is the honourable subscriber te it, amongst
the truly English-hearted Canadians, who will not, with English
indignation, loudly exclaim against the insolent abridgementof
bis rights which such a measure would e ? and where la the
bonest editor,of any paper i any of these provinces,nay where
is the vilerested editor, that wili not see and fuel how near be e
himself is te the verge of the precipice ? and that should soue


