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,Nor was see less distinruished for gllantry than foi Martial
prowess. Sho was tall and elegantly formed, and movcd with
the commanding and majestic air of.Tuno. The Persian princes
and generals feit the influence of her eyes, and paid her amorous
homnage.. Mardonius, whovwas commander in chicf of the army
ofXerx es under that monarch, though he had espoused the sister
*f his sovereigan,. appcared far from insensible to the charms and
meits of Artemisia. But Ariabignos, one of the brothers of
Xerxes, appeared most te engage lier favor ; youthful, hand-
some, brave and generous, lie appeared the counterpart of the
il-alicarnassian heroine, and, beforeithe departure of the army
from Asia, splendid were the entertainments, and sumptuous the
banquets which ivere nutually given and received by the two
royal loyers.-But the chance of warsoon terminated this amour.
Ariabignes, ,hurried avay by too impetuous an ardour, feu,
covered with wounds, while attempting to board an Athenian
galley at'the battle of Salamis.

After the defeat'and dispersion of the army of Xerxes, Arte-
misia. returned to Halicarnassus, vhere she endeavored to
forget, amid the splendid luxuries of ber court, the disgrace
she had in.part incurred by the failure of the expedition in which
she had been engaged.

Here she auain received the hornage, partly sincere, and partly
interested, of numferous admirors, among the oflceiof lier army
and Ethe grandees of hericourt-But love, evor.capricious, tom-
manded her;to-disregard. them ali, and.place heraaffectiono a
youth ofliumble.birth),named Ortanes, who was an attendant
inth palace. She raisedihim rapidiy .to theniost lucrativo f
ficesj and altho honois she could bestow Still, however, she
perceived a coldness and vant of passion in the youth, which ill
requited-theprofusion .of'affection vhicli she.bestoved on hiin;
but she attributed it.merely..to the temperature of his constitution,
or the modestyýof his youth, which lier lova andbounty must at
last .vercome. .The idea of a happyrival.never.presented itself
to-her fancy totorment her:soul. The great offi.ers of her court,
however, who saw with envy and indignation an obscuré,youth


