
Didogus on precomposed Forms of Public Prayer.

Worshipper, and what is new, strange, and fluctuating,-between
knowing what you are about, and a state of perfect ignorance, of what
the person, who is the mouth of your congregation, is going to ask
for you next, -between entering on the public worship of God with a
Pious composure of mind without distraction, and the anavoidable ex-
ercise of criticising, comparing, and determining While you are thus
engaged, permit me to remind you, that, should there be expressions
or requests in your public prayers with which you cannot agi-ee, yet
they have been already, as soon as uttered, presented to God as your
prayers, and you cannot recal them. Thus you may, by the mouth
of your congregation, send up to the throne of grace, in the short
space of one day, contradictory petitions and desires, as your speakers
nay change. Now this is treating that God who ruade us in a way

that has no parallel in the dealings of men with one an- her. If you
have cause to petition your temporal governor, you will carefully pre-
pare, and weigh every word and -expression, before you present your
iemorial as the signification of your desires. Is it not fully as rea-

sonable that we should bring the same caution to the throne of grace,
in matters of infinitely more importance? If I have not already ex-
hausted your patience, I would add, that there is not one objection
that can be brtight against the use of precomposed forms of prayer
in public worship which do not lie with equal force against the use of
psalms and hymns. Psalms and hymns, like prayers, embrace peti-
tions, supplications, and thanksgiving. If therefore the objection
against one is good, it must be equally good against the other; yet I
never heard of people undertaking to sing the instantaneous produc-
tions of the moment. Had I thought that a system of devotion ,which
inust necessarily have in its composition the elements of confusion,
forgetfulness, and self-contradiction were acceptable to the supreme
Being, I would certainly think that the measured verse and the har-
ruony of sounds were perfectly useless and unnecessary. But since
Poetry and music, which cannot be the production of the moment,
are universally summoned to the service of God, does it not appear
that we are more anxious to gratify a native taste of our own than to
Please God? For if the irregularities, to say no worse, of prayer be
acceptable to God, I can see no reason why irregularities im.poetry
and music should be unacceptable. If you then persevere i your
dislike to precomposed formis of prayer, consistency requres you to
reject psalms and hymns, except such as the mouth of the minister

pall pronounce off hand as he does your public prayers.

[Here the parties were obliged to break off, eaich being summoned to his respec-
ties business, but should I be present, when they neet agair, I shall not fail to take
notes of their conversation. I hold them both in great respect, and feel quite im.
P*tient till I hear the defence of M. They are both endowed with good tenper
%hich forbids me to expect railig sccusations on either §ide.]
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