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PUBLISHED ON TIHE FIRST OF EACH MONTIE N

CHAS. H MOKTIMER,
Office, 14 King Street Wast,
TOROINTO, - - CAINADA.,

ADVERTISEMENTS.
\dvertising rates sent promptly on application  Orders for advertising
<+ ald reach this office vot later than the 25th day of the tnonth itmmediate:
3y preceding our date of 1ssue,
Cuanges in advertiseinents wili be made wheneves desired, withuut cont
the advertiser, hut toincure proper compliance with the instructions of
! e advertiser, requests for change should reach this office a< early a< the
+stud day of the month.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

the Fuse=kicar, Mcnanicat ANn Mirting News will be mailed to
“itme ribers in the Dominion, or the United Statex, jost free, for $1.00 per
vnuin, so cents for sax months.  The price of subscnption may be remitted
» cutrey, 10 segistered leita, o by postal order payalie to C. H.
M ostimer  Please do not send cheques on locat * - unless 2% cents
v added for cost of dicciunt. Monev sent in urn ., <tered letters must
te at sendere 11ish.  The <ending of the paper may be conadered as evi.

wence that we reveived the money.
Auriptions from al foveigm ountries, anbraced li the Gene.al P ata!

Union will be accepted at $1.24 per annum,

Subscnbers may have the mailing addresschanged as ofte.s as desired.
Uhen ordering change, alzvays g1ve the old ws well as the newe address.
1 hie Publisher should be notsfied of the falure of subscnibers to recerve

therr papers promptly and regularly.

EDITOR'S ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Cortespondence 1¢ invited upon all topics pertinent to the electrical,
nechamical and milling interests.

’ HE presentis an era of great Exhibivons, the
F 4
a preatest and most successful of which has just
«lased 1n Paris.

MEETING of delegates from the various branch
*/\ ¢s of the Canadian Assuciation of Statwsnary
Laganeers isshortly to be held o adopt means to assist
e passage of abill through the Legislature fur the
"wensing of enginecrs.

“Y HERE arc a number of articles in .o line of

clectrical supplies at present wnputied fiom the
Vuited States which we believe could be manufactured
daprofitin Canada.  Among these might be menuoned

-atbuns and glass glubes for arc and ncandescent
lamps.

URING the last month, two of our most impor-

tant and esteemed advertising patrons, leading
husiness men in their respective lines of manufarture
' the city of Mantreal, have been compelled to ask the
‘ndulgence of their creditors. \We refer to Messrs. A.
W Morris & Bro., manufacturers of bags, cordage, cic.,
md the Hibbard Electric Manufacturing and Supply
“n  The causes leading up to the suspension of these
irms have been given in the daily papers. It is our
hape and belief, as we believe it to be that of the busi
ness world, that these gentlemen will be able to effect
such an adjustment of their affairs as will allow them to
resume business on a sound basis.

LOSE onbservers of cvents will have noticed thaza

large amoun: ol American capital has found its
way inty imvestments in Canada during the last few
years, The pu- hase by an American syndicate of the
clebrated Kakabcka Falls, containing 430 acres, and
*he water rights o the Kaministiquia river near Port
\rthur, for manufacturing purposcs, is a reminder of
this fact. With the increasc of wealth and the filling
up of the opportunitics of profitable investment in the
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United States, w1 ome a constantly increasing amount
of American capital seeking investment in Canada, and
assisting in the development of the Dominion.  Fullow-
ing these investments will also come the increase in
population which is our principal requirement,

HI ptacing of electric light and telephone wires

under-giound, which has lately been commenced
in Toronto, will in titne lead to a great deal of trouble
in several dirzctions unless a change in methods is
decided upon. At present each company puts down its
own condut. A pursuance of this system will result in
a network of underground condutts, the putting down
and repairing of which will necessitate centinual tearing
up ~f the strects and make it impossible for the cuy to
maintain good roadways. There 1s Iittle doubt that 1t
will also lead to conflicts involving questions of right
and authority between the various companies using the
streets. The present 1s a proper time fur the authont.
ies of Canadian cities to consider the whole question of
the best method of conducting electricity. If 1t is
dedided that the proper place for electric wires 1s
underground, then we believe 1t will be found cheaper
and far more satisfactory in the end, to provide under-
ground subways of sufficient dimensions to accommodate
all the cleutric light and telephone wires that may cver
be required to be used. The underground problem
must ultimately resolve itself into this ; therefore by
taking a comprehensive grasp of the situation at the
present time, endless expense and annoyance will be
avoided in the future.

SHORTL\' after the frightful disaster at Johnstown,
Pa., a few months ago, we made enquiries to learn
whether theie eaisted in Canada any system of Gor-
ernmental inspection of dams and reservoirs. We were
informed that no previsinn had been made for such
inspection and no necessity existed for making such
provision, as there were no tuwns in Canada so situated
as to be wm danger of bung wastruyed by the breaking
away of any exisung dams or aeservoirs. While not
altugether sauisfied with thus assurance, we reframed
from pointing out, as we had intended to do, the necess-
ity for guarding life and pruperty from possible danger
from flouwds.  The calamsty which followed the breaking
avway of McClellans flouning mull da above the village
of Altun, carly un the morning of Nov. 15th, emphau-
cally prodaims that the necessity docs east for the
reguiar nspcltion of embankments confiming  large
budies of water. \We believe there are other towns and
villages sunilarly situated to Alton, where the hives and
property of the atizens depend upor the strength of an
embankment. The Government would do well to pro-
vide for the competent inspection of such structures at
proper ntervals, There should likewise be a lesson in
the recent disaster for mill owners. It should lead them
to so strengthen their dams that they will be capable of
resisung the greatest pressure that the swelling of the
streams by heavy ramfalls may smpose upon them.
The safcty of theic own property and the hives and
property of others forbids that they should be neghgent
in this matter.

HE prosperity of the City of Toronto, dcpt':nds to

a very important d zree, as docs that of most
cities, upon the number and importance of her manu-
factuting establishments.  Such  cstablishments gie
employment to large nusmb - rs of mechanics, the expen-
diture of whose wages s an important factor in the
maintenaace of the wiy's commieraial interests.  These
facts should lead the ity o deal hiberally with mana-
fudtucers, wstead of imp.asing upon them burdens in the
shape ol excessive taxation which must have the effect
of driving them out of the ity entrely.  We regret to

observe that the Toronto municipal authorities appear
to be pursuing a course which must to a very large extent
bave this resclt.  Manufacturers are luauly complaining
of the amount of taxes which they arc compelled to pay
for the privilege of carrying on business in the city.
More than onc important enterprise has already been
removed to outside puints, and othars are talking of
doing likewise. Many manufactuting concerns were
attracted to Toronto by its exceptional shipping facili-
tics. The keen competitivn fur business Letween the
Canadian Paafic and Grand Trunk railways has
resulted, however, in giving a number of towns shipping
facilities equal in every way to those of Toronto. These
towns are coffering large inducements to secure the
removai of Toronto munufacusing conceins,  Not only
do they offer cxemptiun from taxation for long periods,
but supplement the same in some instances with sub.
stantial cash bonuses. As we have said, these induce-
ments have been sufiicient in several instances to secure
the removal from Toronto of important manufacturing
enterprises, and there are not wanting 1indications to
show that unless the taxativn on manalactones located
in Torontou is hghtened, the exodus will continue. This
is a question of vital interest to the city, and the council
should lose no time in adopting such measures as will
retain for Turonto the positivn it has gained as a manu.
facturing center. '

DESPATCH from Blenheim, Ont., conveys the
A information that an indignation meeting of
farn- .s has been held there 1o protest against the sys.
tem of buying wheiat by tester inaugurated by the
Dominion Millers’ Association.  \ier a good deal of
speech-niaking, the substance of which hias not been
made publig, it was unamimously tesolied 0 form a
joint stock company with a capital of $3u,000 for the
purpose of building and operating a $20,000 mill. In
the absence of a full report of the meeung, we have
been vainly trying to imagine upun what fuuadation the
farmers in questwn base thew faalt finding against the
millers’ associativn.  Is there any fairer metted of buy-
ing wheat than by weight ! I there any fairer method
of determining the .cight than by means of a tester the
correctness of which must be certified to by a Govern-
ment inspectar?  Is it not an cquitable system which
provides that the farmer who brings o martket the
heaviest and the cddeanest wheat should seceive a higher
price than one whose wheat is short i weight und full
of eatrancuus substances.  We can only aceount for the
opposition to a System so obviously just by supposing
that the farmers present at this meeting are in the habit
of bringing to market wheat that is both under weight
and under quality. We cannot bring ourselves to
regard the $20,000 mill pruject as other than a game of
“bluff " designed to fughten the millers into returning
to the old order of things. If such be the object, its
failure s a foregone conclusion.  Oa the ather hand, if
the farmers have really deternined to embark in tae
muling business, they are desenving of sympathy rather
than censure. Lvidently “they know not what they
do,” but we can safely promise them that they ©<hall
know hereafter.”  Meanwlile, we hesitate to resume the
responsib:lity of assuring them that the knowledge will
not be purchased at too dear a price.  In the face of the
fact that men who have been trained 1o the milling
busincss are at their wits end e Icarn how they may
make any profit from the business, how can these
snexpenienced tarmers hope to make a suceess of their
proposed venture: Considenng that the prices at
present paud by millers for wheat are fiom five to ten
cents above the expurt value and the selling prices in
St. Lowis and other Amenican wheat centres, how do
thesc farmers propose to further inuicase the price and
yei find sale for thewr floure Letus candidly tell them



