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PREFERENTIAL TRADE,

While it is greatly to e desired that
preferentinl trade should be established
between Canada and the Mother Country
we should not be over sanguine that that
event lies in the near future. We know
that a sentiment adverse to that ot free
trade has crystalized in Great Britain into
what might be called a political party, but
we should not ignore the fact that the
adherents to it are comparatively few
in numbers, and that there is a long
road, toiisome marching and flerce fight.
ing to be encountered before any change
can be hoped for in the fiscal policy of that
country. No doubt the McKinley tariffin
the United States and the newly inaugur-
ated tarifls of other countrics, together
with Mr. Blaine's new system of recipro-
city with the States of South Ameriea, are
telling heavily against British mercantile
and manufacturing interests, but thesc
interests are not yet in a condition of col
lapse, and it may be & long, long time
before Britain will abandon her present
system, We believe that that change will
come—that it is inevitable—bat the pro-
gress of it will be marked by demands for
concessions from the colonies which we
are not now preparsd to recommend to
Canada. We are convinced that Canada’s
hest interests do not lie along lines which
lead in the dircction of free trade with
any country, and that foriany years to
come it will not be to our advantage to
abate in any degree the policy of protec-
tition which we have adopted. We can-
not imagine any termms which Britain
might be willing to ndopt in consideration
of Canada discriminating in her favor to
the extent of twenty or ceven ten per
cent. in tariflf charges, which would really
be toour interest : and the only practicable
scheme for us would be to retain our
present tarif substantially as it now is,
against Britain, and increase it against
the rest of the world. In other words, it
would never do for Canada to sacrifice her
manufacturing industries even for prefer-
ential trade with Great Britain, We do
not hear the advocates of Imperial Feder-
ation suggesting  increasing our tarifl
duties against all the rest of the world ar
an induccment to Britain to grant us
preferential trade, the idea being rather
that Canada should either greatly reduce
her dutics, or abandon them entirely as
her concessiunt to bring about thus change
of British policy. As far as Canadian
manufacturers are concerned, if they are
to be slaughtered and destroyed, it weuld
matter but little to them whether the
destruction was in the interests of British
or of Amecrican manufacturers. RBut any
matcerial reduction in our taritY in favor of
Great Britain would produce this very
result. With some few cxceptions, our
importx from Great Britain arc of classes
of zoods which arc manufactured largely
in Canada. The domestic goods arc cqual
in all respects to theimported, and they
arc quiteas cheap in price, the N, P, giving
the home market to the home producer,
the imports being generally of finer and
more expensive goods intended for the
use of the wealthy. A rcductionin duties,
therefore, would destroy our manufactur
ing industrics and force us to become the

producers of raw matcrials for British

manufacturers; and this is a condition
which Canadian manufacturers will resist
to the Jast. On the other hand, a great
need of Canadian manufacturers is an in.
crease of duty upon such manufactured
articles as are imported from the United
Statea, An increase of these duties would
stimulate their production in Canada, a
thing to be most devoutly wished for; and
it would transfer a very large portion of
our import trade from the United States
to Great Britain, a thing which our Im-
perial Federation friends tell us they wish
for most devoutly. ‘Therefore, if Imperial
Federation or preferential trade is to be
desired, it cau only Le accomplished Ly
increasing our tarift duties against the
rert of the world, not by decreasing them
in favor of Great Britain.—7%¢ Canadiun
Manufacturer.

THE SHIP-RAILAWAY SCHEME,

The work on the construction of the
Chicnccto ship-railway hascometoastand-
still.  Lack of funds isthe cause. This it
the morce to be regretted since about three.
quarters of the whole work has been com.
pleted. The stockholders will be underthe
necessity of advancing niore money, or of
losing all that they have already invested.
The railway was estimated to cost 35,000,
000. There have been advanced to the
contractors sccurities to the face value of
nearly £1,000,000. What these securities
rcalized in cash we have no meéaus of
knowing, but quite a large suin of money
must have been raisced on them, else the
work would not have made the great pro.
gress which ithas. The contractorsare in
arrcars with the interest due in January
last on the £300,00¢ prefcrence capital.
What makes matters worse is that there
is very little prospect of the road’s paying
more than its working expenses. Many
who believed in the ship-railway when it
was projected have lost faith in it, al.
though its promoters believe in it still,
The only redecming feature of the cuter-
prize in its present condition is the sub.
sidy of $170.000 per arnum to be granted
it by the Dominion. This sum, if the
road were finished and paid its working
expenses, would be available to divide
among the stockholders, and thus prevent
their investment being cutirely barren, —
Canadian Irade Revice.
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CANADA'S MINERAL WEALTIH,

As an illustration of Canada’s mincral
wealth and an unintentional proof of the
advantage of which a moderate, fair reci.
procity in natural products would prove to
the United States, we quote the following
from a speech at Detroit, delivered by
Erastus Wiman, August 27, 1857 :—

**In thematter of coal both in the Terri-
wories and throughout Canada the deposic
is somcthing remarkable. Throughout
the Northwest there is hardly any place
more than 100 miles from a coal bed.  The
wlolc coal arca of Canada is very exten.
sive, an approximate estimate placingitat
no less than 07,000 square miles. The
magnitude of the interests involved in
this question of supply of coal, its contig.
uity and cconomy of handling, are of enor-
mous imporiance to the United States,
und it is a signiticant testimony to the
important position which Canada holds on

that question when it is recalled that away
down on the Atlantic the manufacturing
coal of Nova Scotia should, without doubt,
supply the manufacturing centres of New
England at a minimum of cost, whileaway
outoun the Pacific the great anthracite sup-
plies of British Columbia are an absolute
necessity for San Francisco and contiguous
cities, and which they are now absorbing
at the rate of £300,000 a year.”
WINDOW DISI'LAYS.

Asan advertising medium for a retail

establishment, a good window display ix

ysecond unly to newspaper space, says

writer in an castern exchange.

By a good window display, I do not mean
amiscellancous lotof *nerchandise jumbled
together indiscriminately, but something
original, <omething which will attract the
attention and cause people to stup for a
closer inspection. It is not at all necessary
that the display should be of merchandise ;
in fact the most attractive window ex-
hibits I ever saw had nothing in them to
indicate the nature of the business of the
establishmens, but it is a good plan, when
you have a special exhibit, to have in the
adjoining window a tastefully arranged
display of merchandise.

It is not always the most expensive or
elaborate exhibit which attracts the most
attention. The most attractive display I
have ever seen was very simple and inex.
pensive,costing less thaun 10actual outiay.
It was a repressatation of a coasting scene,

d can be easily constructed in any win-

ow of twelve or fourteen fcet in width,
the wider the better, as the wider it is the
longer slide you can have.

You tirst build an incline about t x0 feet
from the front, to extend nearly across the
window ; it should be about four or five
feet high at one end, and at the point
whete it touches the floor there should be
au opening or trap door about two fect
square and a corresponding one at the
other end.

Paint the top of theincline white and
fill in the spacein front and at the ends
with cotton batting plentifully sprinkled
with diamond dust to represent snow.
Put in the necessary pulleys and an end.
less belt, to which is fastened a sled with
a dummy of a boy upon it in the position
called * belly-whopper;” attach a small
elcetric moter, and the sled will slide down
the incline as naturally as ona snow-cov-
ered hill, will disappear through the trap-
door and the belt will bring it up again at
the other end as regularly as clock work.

The pulleys, belting, shafting and motor
can be hired atsmall expense from any
electrical supply company, and the cost of
the other items is insignificant.

This is only onc of many ways in which
you can make your windows attractive,
and no matter what your exhibit may be
yvou will find that auything animate in
the window will more than double the at-
traction and cause peoplec to comment
upon it, all of which is good advertising,
for if you get people to talking about you
they will, sooner or later, remember you
when in need of goods in your line.
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Good progrecs has been madc on the con-
struction of the Nanaimo and Comox
telegraph line. -



