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THE EXHIBITION LICENSE.

Every day it is becoming clearer to any unprecjudiced ubscrver
that the brand of public condemnatiun is un the Liquor Traffie.
Law has hampered the business with restrictions of cvery suit, fur
the purposc of diminishing the terrible -evils that result from it.
Law has totally prohibited it on clection days, and intended to
totally prohibit itat all exhibitions or agricultural shows. \When
men slacken the busy fush of work-day lifc, and snatch a tittle ve-
spite front worry and toil, when ifmpulse gets a little more rein than
it can usually afford, there is spccna] danger in the allurements of
vice, and special need for their mtcrdxctxpn It was because of this
danger and this need that the foliowing clause was placed in the
Crooks Act:—

* The License Commissioners shall not grant any certificate for
a license, or any certificate whatsoever, whereby any person can ob-
tain or procurc any license for the salc of spirituous, fermented, or
intoxicating liquors, on the day of the Lxhibition of the Agricul-
tural Association of Ontario, or of .any Electoral District or Town-
ship Agricultural Socicty E\hlbmon cither on the grounds of such
Saocicty, or within the dlstancc of three hundred )ards from such
grounds.”

Subscquent to the, cnactmcnt of this law the Industnal Lshibi
tion Association of Toronto was urganized, and ita annual l xhi-
bition msntutcd This 2nnual Exhibition is called “Induitrml
instcad.of “.Agncultun] and Toronto .is p city,not an Elegtoral
Distsict” or * Township,” so that technically a licensg can be
.: granted to take cffect upon the.grounds of the Toronto Industrial
Exhibition. Every. person, however, knows that this Exhibition is
exactly of ‘the same kind as-(in. fact.is onc of those:fram which the
‘law intended to exclude the s2le of drink ; and: it is sadly disap-
.pcinting to find-our License Commissioners and the Managers of our
Industrial Exhibition taking advantagc of a loop- shole in the
License Act, to permit the saleof liquor at a time and in a plm.c
where itis ccrtam to do an unusually great amountol harm. This
is donctoo, in opposition to the cainest entreatics of the betfer dis-
poscd part of our community, 25 cxpressed b} tixc deputatipn that
waltca ‘upon thc I:xhlbmnn Dirccturs, _ Not on'l) is the :/ur:l o{ the
la)\ \nolatcd but pubhc opmxon as cmi)qdncd w tlmt, l;u\, kand, it is
even strcng‘cr now than when that law X was cnacted) is utterly dis

regaided, and the Toronto Industrial Association is going into the
beer business under the shelter of a legal technicality, and in spitc of
the protests of a moral and peace-loving community.

It is hard to repress indignation at the humiliation and disgr..c
that such a procceding must again bring upon the fair fame of cur
moral and well-reputed city, and we carnestly hope that itis not yct
too late for the threatening evil to be averted.  Surely our Exhi
bition Dircctors cannot belicve that the citizens, the right thinking
men who are our acknowledged leaders, the temperance men of
Toronto, subscribed money for them to start a saloon.  Surely our
License Commissioners will not openly defy the wishes of the peo
ple whom they profess to serve, and the directly intimated inten
tion of the Government by which they were appointed.

\We want a public vacation time, we want to display the fruits of
the many industries of which ae are so proud, but we arc not
proud of our liquor trade, we do not want to exhibit our facilities
for debauchery, crime, and shame, We do not want mothers and
wives to looh forward with trembling and drcad to our great
Provincial holiday. \Vec do not want to have loving hearts ache
with the terrible dread that the joyous visit to the fair may sow the
firstsced of utter ruin in the soil of some noble manly nature. \Weare
not talking any unfounded sentimentalism, we are speaking of facts
that are known to those who have the responsibility of decision in
this important matter, and we carnestly plead with them for protee-
tion for our boys in the excitement of the coming show. Let truer
wisdom and better motives prevail, and let us call the roll and hang
out the t-evhics of our many achicvements without displaying our
weakscess and shame,  The President and Board of our Industrial
Association Directus have worked nobly and hard to make the
co mng Exhibition a grand success. Let them spread out the cvi-
de ices of vur'many national blessings withuut the accompaniment
of nur greatest national curse.

THE ROOT OF THE MATTER.

“The love of moncy is the root of all cvil.”  Of coutse the cause
of wrung is nut the riches but the passion jor being rich. The
golden calf was harmless in itself—it was its idolatreus adoration
that “ wrought folly in Isracl.™  Lust for gainis the soot, criines and
evils of every Kind are the branches, and the strougest and m ot
tetrible of these is the avil of intemperance.  The sin that weakericd
the hands of the IHcbrew warriors, when Achan hid the goldea
wedge, is the sin that to-day paralyses the arm of many a suldicr of
truth, and that frustrates the cfforts of thuse who arc striving L
make the world better than it is. The whole structure uf the strong
drink traffic rests on the unholy foundation of avarice, and if that
foundation can be removed, the edifice must come dowa.

The business of the dealer in drink has been aptly compared to
that of the wrecker. Oa certain wild and rocky coasts bands of
lawless men live, who maintain themseives by plundaing vesscls
that may be wrecked in those dangerous localitics.  Nut content
with the spoils that the tempests may bring tham, they use all soats
of devices (o lurc vessels upon the shoals and rocks. Then, whe,
perhaps, 1a the darkness of the midaight, amid the roar of the stotia,
the gallant ship strikes the icinorscless reefs, and the crices of despais
risc higher than the roar of the surging billows, instcad f ~cckin,
to succor thuse whom they have led astray. they gatha up what
cver spuils the waves wash to their fect, cven plundering the
drifting corpses of their victims, heedless that hundieds  ai
hutiicd tu clemnity, and valuable tregsures lust in the uecan, pre
vided they gather in a tifling shaic of plundes. Onc of those soenc,
is vividly described in a subjuined poem, and an apt Geanpans m
made betwcen this horible occuration and the business of sl

drink.




