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EFFEOT 0F UNBELIEF ON TuIE
FEMININE CIIARACTER.

MAS'v years ago I joined a so-caiied
Free Chtireîi, îî'lich liad no crecd but
moraiiy. Agnosties, aîlîeists, pantheists,
theisîs, spiritualists, and transcendenlal-
isîs, togetlier with one or two Clîristians
styling theiseives 1' liberal," made tuap tue
catmp.

One evening I took, a lîigliy intelligent
and( wartii-îiatumed Chîristian frietîd to a
nîeeting of the tiietabers. Wiien wc canme
otît, lie reniarked o une that unbelief liad
a veiy da:nagig 'effect on vornaiuly char-
acter. Hle had obscrvcd, Iluat evctîing, a
yoîîng girl, îvho, oniy a short tiîne befure,
had been gentie and niodest, now joining
in discussion îvitli irrev'ercnt railiery and
mannisli scll.conftdeuice. I fchl UIc keen
edgc of my friend's remarks, but did not
like 10 admit il. Twclvecioe years ai
hife -atîd observation hanve only ton sadly
confirirmd ail titat he said. I have scen
thc flicest of wotaetî almnost tisxed by
a fierce career of atitichristian thoughi,
degeneratitig at last itîto sucere ignorant
liatred of a religion wiiose ciainîs, nature,
and history, îhey have neyer scriousiy
iuîvestigated. Otnce thronî off the track,
of faith by the influtence of mîasculine
friends, they have abandoncd itiîseives
to sclf-wili, and tîteir unbclief bas ceased
ta be a niatier of thought i aill it iF a
reversai and relueliion or tlucir affections.
Thcy neyer read tue New Testament, btt
wvill ialk loftily ai writers like George
Eliot and Olive Sebreiner as lurnishing
niucli superior food ta Uic soth.

Several years ago a university professor
bld nie of a girl sîndent îvho boasted that
she liad rcad tlie Koran, but not the Newv
Testamient. This itîans no mere rebeliion
rigainst sonie coarse type of Cluistianity,

,no niere disgust with professing Clîristians,
but a prolound and radical hatrcd of Christ
Ilinisîlf. A %ivutan or tua.n ofciture, andl
sonie attîmînt of iitcrary taste, îvho prelers
"Tue Story of an Af;icain Fairni " to thc
Gospiel of John is sitiiply suiffering fani
mental discase. E vent as litemary classics,
tue books of the New Testatment are ta be
m:utked îviti liato andi Il'tîa.rch as agitîst
elietiieral ioFel isis, essayists, anîd niaga-
zinists. Bul the shalio%, ofiicluten
tue age lias tmade il possibule for the half
educatcd to avcrtrn ill tic ideals of the
race by slicer caprice andt iusî ual novelly.

It is high time that tue New Testamnt~n
and the great epic narratives and prophe-
cies af tue Old wcre made a subjcct of
literary study in aur coilege courses. As

long as thcy are confined to the theological
seminary, so long will ibis cuitured ignor-
ance and prejuclîce hast. It is lihe nature
oi wonman 10 act froîii what she loves ; anid
n(, intelligent woniîan, broughit up to rcvct-
ence and enjoy the sacred wvritings, cati
(ail to be inllueced by thieni. Sonîetliing
of thieir niajesty and diignity would steal
ih10 lier soul ; sometliing o)f their noble
resîraint woid temiper lier spirit ; the
serenity and self-control of the oid-iash-
ioncd Christian taniden would be rcstored
t0 uis, and the world ibc redectni rons
iliat ugliest ni nightmarcs, that wiking
contradiction in ternis. ant infidel wonîan.
-dibei. E,nuuditi(s, in S. S. YYnes.

SEIZING Ol>l>ORTUNITIES.

mule an oid proverb ttrtîcd topsy-tîîrvy-
SNeyer dIo to-day wvlat yqît cati put off

tilI to-tîîorrowv." Tiîcy are for waittig
utttil their ship) coîaes houle, and alwvays
clreatîing abot t itgs iooking ul by atid
iy, w~hiie grass grows in ticir iurrows and
tue cows gel îhîrough tic gaps in ihîcir
iiedges. Il the birds wouid but wait ta
have sait puit on thîcir tai's, wiîat a break-
fast tiîcy îvouid take hote ta icim failles
but wliile îlîings move as fast as iliey (Io,
the yauingsiers at hotie will have t0 fll
their tîîoutlîs with ctûply spoons. "Neyer

unind," say tbey, 1' thiere are better titiies
conîing, wait a uitile longer." Thecir birds
arc ail in the bush, andi mare fat oties tliey
are, accorditîg to their accounst ; auîd so
thucy hadt need ta be, (or îiîcy have liad

So.,%ii. men are neyer nwake wlîcn the none in hanci yet, and wvifc and children
train starts, but crawl into the station 3(151 are hall starved. Sonîething will turn uip,
in time to sec that cverybndy is off, an they say. Why don't thc stuipids go and
thens slecpily say, '« Dear mie, is the train tur it up) ihietuselves? Minae and tide
gone ? M\y watch tausî blave stopped in w~ait for no tman, and yct these feilows
the night !" Thcy alwvays coi into boiter about as if they had a freehoid of
town a day aiter the fair, and orpen ilicir limie, a lease of their lives, anci a rabbit
wares an hour after the miarket is over. warren of opportunities. They will find
They taake tbicir hay wvien tue suis lias out tlieir taistake wviens wanit flnds thein
Icît off siîinitig, atnd cut tlicir corn .as soion out, -id tlîat wiil not ite long with sorie
as the finle weather is ended ; îiiey cry, in out village, for they are aireauly a long
1Ilid liard ! " aftcr the sîtot has lt-lt tue way on the roadt to Needianî. They who

guin, and lock the stable doot wlicn thc wouid not plotigli miust ziot expeet to cat;
stced is stoieti. Tlie> are like a cow's taau, tlîey who wvastc the spring wili have a lean
always belîind ;tiîey talze lime Iby Ille autunin. They woul not strike when the
beels, and îlot by the lorelock, if indeed iroti was hiot, and thcy will find the culd
they ever unke him rit ai. They are no irc>n very liard.
tmore n~orth than an old almanac ; ibeir tHc <bat wvill not whet, lit may,
time has gone for iîeing ofliuse l uit un- WVhesî lie wiIl hie shall have nay.-

fortunsately youi cannot throw lietîî away Tiîiie is not ticd to, a post like a hiorse 10

ais you would tue almanac, for they arc a manger ; it passes hikLe the wintl, andl he
likec the cross old lady wvho had an aaîiuity who wouild grind bis corn by il must set
leIt lier, anI meant ta take out th(-- full the nîiil-sails. He that gapes tliii he be
valuse of it ; tbcy wvon't (lie, thouigî tiiey fed will gape tili lic be dead. Nothing is
are of îîo uise alive. Take-iî-.asy and to bec got wiîlîout pains except povcrty and
Livelong arc firsi cousins, thzy say, anid the dirt. In the ol days tlîcy saicl, "Jack
nîore's ihe pity. Ifliîcy arc itîîmortal tli gels on by lus stupidity." jack would
their wvork is (lotie, they wiil not (lie in a find il very différent nowadays, I îlîink
liurry, for îhey have flot even hegun In but neyer in oid limies or any otiier timies
work, ycî. Shiftless people gcnseraiiy ex- wuid jack gel on b)y fooiislîly lctting jîres-
mise tîteir laziîîess lîy sayitîg " thcy arc cnit chances slip by hini ; for liares neyer
only a little lîciind " ;but a little late is rm ib te nîoutlîs of sleepuing dogs. lic
iluci ton late, and a1 miss is as good asl' a that liaîh timie, and looks for betier line,
tmile. Nly neiglilor Sykes covemed upl bis titie comes that he repents Ibinîseifoftiiîie.
%vell -ter lus chiiid wvas drowned in it ; There's no good in iying down andi crying,
and wvas very linsy clown at tue Oid Farui ' CutI bell) tts !" God hielps those wiio
liringing tipi lîîckct- oi water after every hlîep ibieniscives. Wl'ien I sec a titan wiio
stick of the htouse liîd heen imutiei. One declares tiuat the tinies aire bad and tbai
of these days lie'll bec for tuakisug lus 'vili lie is always unluicky, I gencr«ýlly say Io
wlîen lic can't liuld a lien, anîd lîc'll be try- îîyseii, " That old gnose did nnolsit on Ille
ing to repent of lus sins when lus senses eggs tili thcy were aIl addled, and now
aire gning. Providence is t0 le blamed because they

These slow coaciies îlîink îhat to-iiorrow won't hatch.Y I neyer had any faith in
is liciter îlîan mo-day, and take fur their luck ai ail, excepi thai I believe good iuck


