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TOPICS OF THE DAY

THAT there arc ta bc certain changes in thc CnnadiauPost Office regulations shortly is weli knowîî, but
there is still somte doubt as to their nature. Ruinor
lins it that what is known as tlîc reniailing privi.
lege in ta bc witbdrawn front Canadian ncws

agcncies. Under titis arrangement the news conipanies have,
rip to the present, becri cible to remail their importations to

their custoiners nt the ratcaf lc. per lb.,
Renualllng the saine rate as applics in tire Unitedi
Privlcge States. The new ruie, it is said, will raise
Withdrawn titis rate ta 2e. per lb. As it is, the ncws

ngcncies bring in the great buik of their
importations by freight andi mail theni froin their offices. It
is threntened that if the rate is doubleti these agencies wiil
simply give directions ta their sources of supply to mail direct
ta thec agencies' customters in Canada. This wvill conscquently
witbdraw a large revenue from the Canadian Post Office De-
partment. On t othcr hand. the Governirnent may tee] that
the agencies will simiply have to receive the change witli tlîc
best grace possible. If the agencies act a they threntcîr ta
do, it would mnti that United States publishers vouild scure
the lists of Canadian purchasers orf thecir publications, andi
after that it wvould bc comparatively simple for tbemt to take
over that business tiemsclvcs. The rumoreti action of the
Governament wvili, doubtless. be strongly opposed by tlic
agencies, but it is quite probablc that thcy wilI have ta accede
to the altereti statc of affairs.

Xlany Canadian boys have ben lamcntiîîg the death of
George AIf-.ed Hctity, the inimitable writer of atonies of travti

Deah o ilsty andi ativnture. whichî occurreti oni board
Deat oflieN y is yacht, the 1Bgret, in WVcyroutb hlan-

,ýbour on Noveniber 16, 1902. Ilc had been in a delicate
state of bealth for tic past yecnr. anti two weeks beore his
dcatir he liad suffeneti tram a paralytic stroke.

Mr. G. A. Ilenty wvas bora an Decemlben S, 1832, andi ias
educateti at Westminster andi at Cnius College, Cambridige.
Ife iefc the University beforc graduation ta take a commission
ini the Puèveyor's dcpartment during the Crimecan cannpaigu.
On the conclusion of hastilities lic retireti into private life and
assisted Iris father in the management of a colliery. Later l'e
praccecdet ta Sardirtia as mnannger of a mine there, whIicb
proved a failune. On his ieturn ta Enigland ihe becamc first <i

corrector oit the press anti then a mcniber of The Standard
staff. Ilis wark consistcd nnainiy of reviewing anti special
wan correspondence. In bis capacity as wvar correspondent lie
witnessed Ganibalii's earupaigns iii Italy. bie travelleti with
Lord Napier ta Magdala and with Lord WVolseley ta ICoo-
nMnssie. IH saw a lîttle of both aides of tire F-ranco-Prussiaii
war. Mle wvas iii Spain during the Caniist nisinga, anti lie
accompanieti the B3ritish expedition ta Khiva.

Lattcrly fie becante editor andi proprietor of The Union
jack. a boy's paper, for whieh bie %vrotc several scrial stories.
This brought himi into prominence, andi, wben the magazine
ceaseti publication, Messrs. Blacicie, of Edinbrîrgh, publisheti
bis staries anti miade arrangements witli itini for bringing out
several tales annually. Under this agrecement Mr. Uelaty lias
written proliicaily ever since and bis nantie is to.day on the
title.tvage of nearly ane hundrcd volumes.

A rccent consulan report ta thc Unitedi Scates Goveranitenit
front John L. Bittinger, Constîl.Gcnerai at Montreal, contains

sanie intcnesting details about the station-
Portlgut Goods ery business in Canada. lie States that
Prctcrred stationcry importa froni Great Britain anti

tire Oli WVoild couatries arc considerablc,
anti are growing rapidly, wirile, lie adds--what wve don't like
ranch ta hecar-thnt " importeti gootis are gencraliy ehosen in
Canada in ýrefcrence ta those of home muanufacture." Evi.
dcntly the Consul-General speaku on gooti authority anti han,
hîimself, cnnefully exanninecl the niatter. Ncvertcleas, it contes
a little lbard at a tinte wlien so ranch is bcing saiti about sup.
portiiig Canadian industries, that it siiotlti appear ta a for.
cignen that wc prefer gootis of foreigat mranufacture to horne.
made articles.

An imîportant icei-sion bas just been hantiet ont by Jutige
StIreet, of Toronto, in tire suit of A. & C. hllack, of Ediaburgh,

vs. The Imperial Book Comnpany, Limuiteti,
InJsrnciJon of Toronto, involving tIre question of copy-
Refused rigbt. The suit %vas instituteti for the pur.

pose of seeuring an injunction, rcstraining
tire Blook Company [ram imponting anti selling a pirateti
Unitedi States edition of tire Eneyclopa2tin. Britannica. Owing
ta a teehinicality iii regard ta the registratiou of the copyright
in Landan, Jutige Street lias tiecideti not ta grant the injunie.
tion. The case vil,. no doubt, be appealeti.


