
UPS AND DOWNS.

happy and thriving. Tliere was nothing to
cause us the slightest mnisgiving, and we
imiagined that it xvas under the saine conditions
we were placing poor George Green. It appears,
lîowever, that tHe death of the brother, George
Findlay, at the beginning of the present year,
led to an entire and disastrous change, and
cverythiîng about the place seis to have fallen
into neglect and wretchedness. Can anyone
suppose that if wve hiad had the slighltest idea of
this state of affairs, ive wvould have allowed any
boy to go to su di a place, or that ive should
not have renioved him at once if lie hiniseif or
anyone else hiad told tîs how lie wvas situated ?

The wliole occurrence is surrounded with
awfully distressing and painful circumnstances,
and, for tHe timie bcing, it lias cast a shadow of
thec deepest glooîii over our wliole wvork.

IN OLD, OLt DAYS.

WVsî,îEN FOR LITS AND> Dow'S liv FArrii FENTON.

I anie across it one day in an) out-of-tle-
wvay corner-tliis paper-covered copy of old
hîistorical records and newspapers.

IReprints of thie Tinmes and Other Early
English Newspapcrs aild Documents."

So runs tlîe titie page ; and witlîin the
yellowv covers a curious and nîost interesting
collection of ancient records is gatliered-(;are-
fuilly photograplied and reprinted froni copies,
possibly, in the Britishi iViseiini and 01(1 English
libraries.

Can anything bring back tlie past as
vividly as an old newspaper, I xvonder ?
It reflects so clearly tlîe life of tlîe people, it
chronicles so trucly the events of tlîe tinie, that
the passions of a bygone race seemi to glow
lîeîeatlî the faded, crooked letters, and our
lîearts tremble witli the fervor thiat fluslîed our
forefat bers.

To read stirring national events as thîcy
appear in colcl compress iii a volume of lîistory,
is one tliing ; but to read these sanie events as
they were recorded in tlîe rougli type news-
papeî-s of tlic tinme, is a very 0différent and
inicl better thing; and I have been pouring
wvith intense interest over accounits of the
Spanisli Armada, the death of Cromwell, the
Great Plaguie, tlîe battle of thie Nile, as told in
tlhese quaint old sheets, wlîich, written on
snîooth pages in mîodern Englisli, would con-
cern mie but little.

Tlie first document 1 unfold is a Jac-sinule
of tlîe Magna Chiarta.

"Johiannes Dei Gratia Rex Angl--."
The queer slîaped lettering and my stock of
Latin [ail me at thîs point, and I turn to tlîe
modern translation. It is a volunîinous docu-
ment-tliis charta of Britishî liberty-and wve
are willing to take its many provisions for
granted, especially since we have been reaping
the fruits tliereof for centuries.

Next cornes a fac-szile of the Il Warrante
to Execute Mary, Qucen of Scotts, A.D. 1557-"

This is decipherable by patient study, sonie
guessing and much comparison of letters. It is
quite as intelligible as muchi of the professional
lhandwriting of the present dav. Elizabeth's
signature and seal are affixed ai tlîe bottom of
tlîe warrant.

A copy of tlîe IlEnglisli Mercuirie," pub-
lislîed by authoritie for the prevention of false
reportes,"I dated 1588, and contaimîing an) ac-
confit of the Invasion of the Spanisli Armada,
is a quaint little shîcet.

The pages are about cighit by ten inches,
and in appearance it resemrbles a pamphlet.

As printing was introduced into England in
1490, tlîis littie time-stained Mercurie is prob-
ably one of the earliest English newspapers
extant.

The accourit of te sighting of the Armada
is most naively told:

Il But about one in the afternoon. (bey (the English
ships) came in sighie of the Spanish Armada, two

leagues (o the westward of the Eddestone ;sailing in the
[urn of a half moon, the points wvhereof were seven
leagues assunder. . . .

IlThey cannot be fewer than one hundred and fifty
sbips of ail sorts, and severall of thein, called galleons
and galeasses, are of a size neyer belore seen on our
seas."'

.The stauncli little Mercurie, after describ-
ing the preparations nmade to receive the
uninvited visitors, says

J3y God's Blessinge, there is no doubt but this
unluste Enterprise of the Kinge of Spayne will turn ont
to his everlasting Shame and Dishonour.

THE WVEEKELEY NEWES.
Pninted for Jeffrey Cbariton, and are t0 be sold at bis

shop at the great North Door of St. Paul's, Munday,
315t Jantiary, 16o6."

Contains ami accouint of the execution of Guy
Fawkes amîd his accomplices, also tlîe - Great
Specclie of lus Majestc's Sergeant at-Law,
wvllet lie ol)encd tlîe indictmenit."

I wonder wvhat our nîodemi lawyers wvould
think of that speech. Like an old.stylc sermon,
it is divided and sub-divided in most stately
and solemîîn faslîion. Here is the introduc-
tion :

The malter (bat is now t0 be offered t0 you, rny
Lords the Commoners and to the Trial of you the
Knigbts and Gentlemen of tbe jury, is a matter of
Treason, buît of such horror and monstrous nature, (bat
min nover before nowv-

Tlîe 1'ongue of Man neyer delivered.
Tlie Ear of Man neyer heard.
The Heart of Man never conceited.

Nor the Malice of Hellisb or Earthly DevilI lever
practised.

For if it be abominable 10 murder the least,
If to toucb God's annointed be to oppose theinselves t0

God,
If <by blood) to subv'ert Princes, States, and Kingdoms

be hateful to God and Men, as aIl true Cbristians
must acknowledge.Then bow nîuch more than (00, (00 monstrons slîall aIl
Christian Ilearts judge the liorror of Ibis treason
10 murder and subvert

Sncb a King,
Sncb a Queen,
Sucb a Prince,
Sncb a Progeney,
Sncb a State
Sncb a Governinent.

Tlîe fac-siniie of the warrant to execute
Chiarles I. is anîong tliese reprints. Lt is a
pcrfectly legible document, and tlîe sixty Sig-
natures and seals ainong wvlich tlîat of Oliver
Cronmwell stands promninent, are of more thian
passing interest. Lt is very brief conîparcd
wvmtl the death warranît of the Qtieen ot Scots,
yet it did its work quite as effectually.

Next cortes thie Intligencer, a weckiy
journal of 1648, describîng in forceful Saxon
phrase the last hîours of thie uinfortunate
Charles ; and the Gazette of 1658, containing
an account of tlîe deatlî of Cromwell. In the
latter, one small page is filled witli news [rom
various outports, the items being froni one to
two montlîs old.

Think of the labourcd letter writimîg and the
slowv sailing ; of the anxious hcarts tlîat wvaited
for the incorning of the mail, and contrast it
witli the modern flash of electric wires-and be
thankful.

The art of advertising seeins to bave crept
iii at about thîîs date. But the mi-odesty of tlîe
seventeenth century in no wise predicates tlîe
audcacity of the nineteenth in this respect.
llcre are a few:

AUVERmTmSitMENTS.

Windsor Stage Coacli cometh every day in the week
froin thence by seven of the dlock in the morning t0 the
Red Lion in Fleet Street, and returneth [romn thence
towards Windsor again at twelve o'clock (lie saine day.

Alt te Sign of the Borc's H-ead os'er against The Nahed
Boy, at the lower end of Bread Street, are to be had
usuat Medicines, prepared by the Art of Pyroteckny
(according to the Doctrine of Parace/lui and Helinont),
by wvhich is perfectly, safely, and speedily cureh, ail dis-
tempers incidentaI (o Humane nature.

Thal Excellent, and by aIl Physicians approvcd,
China Drink, called by (he Chitteans To/ut, by otlier
Nations Tay~ alias Tee, is sold at the Snulaess Ilead, a
cophee honse in Saeings Rents by the Royal Exchange
London.
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Also that stirring realist, John Bunyan,
notifies the public in words calculated to shock
the sensitive nerves of modern theologians.

AN ADVERTISEMENT 0F BOOKS NEWVLY PUBI.J5HEI).
IA Feu, SigIs front Hell, or the Groaus of a Danned

Soule: "being an exposition of those* words in the six-
teenth of Luke cnncerning the Rich man and the Beggar,
wherein is discovered the lamentable state of the datnned,
their cries, their desires in their distresses, with the
determination of God upon them. A good warning word
to sinners, both old and young, to take into consideration
betimes lest they corne into the saine place of torment.
Also a brief discourse touching the profitableness of the
Holy Scriptures by that poor servant of Jesus Christ,
_7ohn Bunn>'an.

The newspapers of 1665 and '66 give accou-
nts of tHe disasters that overwhelmed London in
those years-the Great Plague and Great Fire.
Graplîic and mnost pathetic are the contents of
these small sheets. when ve realize thal the words
wvere penned in the very lieart of the desolation7

Concerning the great fire, the Gazette begins
thus

WhIitc hall, Sett. 8.
The ordinary course of this paper having been inter-

uppted by a sad and lamentable accident of Fire lately
hapned in the City of London :it bath been thought fit
for satisfying the ninds of so many of His Majesnies
good Subjects who mnust needs be concerned for the Issue
of 10 great an accident, to give this short, but truc
Accompt of it.

1 wisli our space would permit us to quote
the simple, quaint, yet graphic description of
the conflagration.

A /ac-simile of the Declaration of Independ-
ence is slîpped in among these Englishi records
at this point. Possibly at the timie of its draw-
ing up, it ivas viewed as a mnomentous docu-
nment on both sides ot the ocean, siîîcc every
line of it was wrought out by the shedding of
T3ritisli blood.

Then cornes the Englisli newspaper, en)-
largcd and improved, in the forma of the Lonqdon
Tiiiesof January, 1793-a leapof a century and
a quarter [rom the modest littie Gazette of i666.

Lt is a new London that this 'finies sheet
describes ; not the devastate;l, plague-stricken
city; a new London and a new people. How
soon the tale of each generation is told !

Four theatres advertise tlîeir attractions in
this TIimnes of 1793. In one, Mrs. Siddons plays
IlJane Shore," and tHe -1 nobility are entreated
to give directions to their servants to set dowvn
and take up at the theatre witlî their borses'
lieads tumned towvard Paîl MaIl. Tlie door in
Market Lane for chairs only."

Patent medicine advertisements, real estate
and auction sales find prominent places. In
fact, the Times of 1895 is the TIimes of 1793, Plus
only the mechanical improvements of a cen-
t ury.

There are eighit copies of these London
7iines, eachi contaîning interesting descriptions
of national events: the execution of Louis XVI,
battie of the Nile, battles of Trafalgar and
Waterloo, and the funerals of Lord Nelson and
Queen Caroline.

The accounts of the battie of Trafalgyar and
the funeral of Nelson are finely written, with
aIl the graphîc power of a present public grief;
and as we read themn the great naval hiero mises
[romn tlie dim records of the past a very real
and human personage.

I have pushied away the bundie at Iast with
a positively creepy feeling-that eerie sensation
that wve experience when, leaving the *vatm
precincts of the present, wve enter the dim,
region of the past; when about us niove, not
the cheery realities of our own day and genera-
tion, but the shadows of that which bas been.

Quaint old records of bygone days ! You
teacli us that nations groiv even as individual
lives do-thmough passions and crudeness,
through ignorance, through battles and defeats,
througli stiffring-yetwith the upwamd struggle
in ali-unto the greatest achievement, of self-
knowledge and self-control.


