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Hng thus noticcd brietly the characteristics of exaltant in.
fhuenco, we procecd to thlat of a diametrically opposite character. It.
is erident that the chlaracteristie phenomena of depressant action must,
bh the reverse of those of exaltant. Depressant influence according to
this natural law, must first tako effect on the more su.ceptibile capillary
dilating centre-, and consquecntly depres their force belowe that of
their antagonists, the sympathetic fireo tlius being in tho ascendant
contracta the capillaries, and producc palltdity and contracted pupils,
but a soon as the depreming. influenco reaches the sympathetic and
sends down the contracting innervation below that or the dilating the
capillaries expand, the skia as reddened and the pupil expanded. Wo
select belladonna as a representatie of the deprcsant class , symptomi,
lst stage: pupuls contracted, pulse suall and quick, skin cool and pale,
mental calmncss, sensibihlty lesseedi, organi functions inactive. The
sympathtene centres beeoming dopressed in tura usher in a 2nd], stage:
pupils dilated, pulse slow and full, great desire to slcep, skin flushed,
insensible to-pain, profuse perspiration, and finally convulsions, pro-
found insensibithty and dcath from entirc exhaustion of innervation.

That the influences of opium and belladonna are in direct opposi-
tion is further proved by the disecovery, that they iutuafly countceract
cach other. lu like manner, belladonna counteracts alcoholie exalta.
tion. A certain therapeutist of this place occasionally partakes too
frcely, comes home and takes a large dose of belladonna, and in iafau
hour is perfectly sober.

In short, exaltants first dilate the capillaries and thereby expsed
the pupils, then contract the capilaries and thereby close in and con-
tract the pupiîs, while depressants first contract the capillarics and
thereby diminisi the aizo of the upls, tien dilate the capitaries
and thereby expand the pupils. The size of the pupils always cor-
respond with the condition of the vessels, an explanation of this
concurrent action will b given hîereafter

It is ovident from the symptomn in the forming staga of disease that
alIl iorbifio influces act as direct depressants. Among the premonitor
manifestations are paleness, languor, listlessness, indisposition to active
exertion, with universal perversion of fonction, and finally a chill. The
calorifacient process of insensible combustion being carried on pria-
cipally in the capillaries i itovitably follows that the partial occlusion
of these veasel must reduce the teiperature. Exaltants (heu, are the
only agents capable of counteracting umorbifio influences, to set in coa.
jonction with disease in reducing still lower the nervous forces, is to


