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Ap the pages will show, cases have been nartated 1 Such cases are ofter a severe tax on the patiemes
where the method had failed, not only in preserving | and ingenuity of the practitioner. The patient
limb, but life also, because it had not been timely : must be inspired with implicit confidence in kis
enough called into reguisition. medical adviser. Without such confidence, treat-
T do not know that the same prastice (incision | ment will be likely tu prove nugatory. With i, a
of the dermis and fascice, for the rclief of tension, ' mere placebo will often sufiice. In other cases, the
and for the purpose of evacuating hloody and scrovs . most nauseous doses and the moust painful applica~
extravasata—speedily to become septic) in crushed | tiens are required.
limbs, had ever been prommlgated before, and | My readers have heard the story of the hvpochon-
would be thankful to the revicwer to be informed | driac lady who belicved she had swallowed a anake,
. where I could get this information (of ‘ulder sur- | and whose pliysician, unable to reason her out of
geons hawing acted alavo upen the same theories’). | the delusion, admitted it as a fact, and treated her

That injured limbs in such conditions, have bheen
incised by other physicians, I will not question;
yet I claim that openness of wound and its enlarge-
ment Immediately or soon qfter the injury, in the
Imgitudinal axis of the member, for the purpose of
relieving the tension of fascia and entis—due to
pent-up blood—which threatened gangrene, erysi-
pelas, phiegmon, and pyamia, have not, as faras 1
know, been before insisted on. This is the prrctice
which I may be allowed to consider original, as well
as that of incising bruised limbs without lreach of
sorface, for the above-mentioned indications.

¢ Next, the reviewer appears to have misunder-
atood the tenor of my remarks in regard {o gunshot
wounds. I suggested similar incisions (in the long
axis of the limb) in these cases, but did not mean

that the track of the wound made by the bullet, |

shonld be stit open, as had been doue by other sur-

cons. If ill success had followed this procedure,
involving the section of fasciee and muscles in every
direction, the longitudinal incisivns will be fourd
not only harnnless, but serving an important indi-
cation—that of relieving tense tissues, and giving
free exit to primary and subsequent extravasation.
They were not proposed with the view of facilitating
the extraction of the bullet or other foreign mate-
rial, but mainly for the purpose of obviating the
direful effects which tension of the fascie and con-
fined blood and serum are inducing.”

Every practitioner should obtain and read this
work carefully, as the conservative measuros which
are advocated require still further elucidation and

‘confirmation, which ean only be done by practi-

tioners giving the result of their practice in this

really great advancement in surgical science.
—_————————

ON SOHE OF THE (AUSES OF INSANITY IN
’ OALITORNIA.

By HENRY GIBBON, M. D.

In a former paperI refeired to the powerful effect
of attention, directed 1o a part of the body whichis
suspected of being the seat of disease, in disturbing
healthy innervation and creating disease in the
Buspected part ; or cresZing miorbid impressions at
east, of hypochondrinc character, Patients thus
affacted cannot be reasoned out of their illusions.

ey must be humored, so to speak—like real mad-
men. Their fancied ailments must be acknowledged
aad prescribed for. And yet the treatmsmt- must
be such as to divert the patient’s attention as much
a8 possible from the part affected. It is not always

easy to accomplish ll:ot'.h these purposes at once.

i accordingly. Having procured a snuke for the pur
! pose, he adininistered an emetic, and duriag its
{ active operation managed to introduce the reptile
{ intc the basin which received the contents from her
; stomach. It was a triwmph for both patient and
j doctor. The patient was cured, and the doctor
“bore away the serpent for preservation in his
| cabinet. But alas ! he had scarcely reached his home
i when he was recalled. Having some renewal of her
; former feelings, the idea flushed on the mind of the

poor woman that the scrpent had left a family of
i young vipers within her, and she was likely to be
i as ill as ever. Upon this the doctor submitted the
i animal to the inspeclion of an eminent naturalist,
| who proneunnced it a male ; and with that assurance
i the patient was permanently relieved.

The cure of persons thus rocked on the outer
eddies of the whiripool of insanity is very uncertain.
 The cause remaining, whatever that may be, the
effect is liable to return in some otlier form. A
few years ago I was consulted atyuy office by a man
of some intelligence, whose neck and face were
i covered with botls. This resulted from a disecase

with which he had been inoculated by wearing the
| shirt of a person infected with syphifis. His wife,

with whom he had had trouble, and from whom he
was now scparated, had given him the shirt with
evil purpose, aiter it had been washed and laid
away in his drawer. Such was his story, There
was no objection in this case to a flat contradiction
of tho silly notion, as the sores would heal in due
time, whatever his fully. When they had so far -
healed as to be no more a source of discomfort, he
came in one day greatly excited by the discovery of
some blotches on the skin, not visible to other eyes
than his own. Next, his tongue was disessed, and
then something was wrong with lis nose and vyes.
Finally he called much distressed to show me his
ears, which stood out from kis head in an unnatural
position. For six months the poor fellow wes a
prey to such torinres. But, though the original
hallucination continued, it ceased at length to de-
velope any external manifestations, He is now in
the enjoyment of good health. But tho Shirt of
Nessus is alway present in his imagination, and he
watches constantly for some poizonous effects.

One of my earliest lessons on the pernicious in-
fluence which the mind is capable of exerﬁnﬁ' an
the body, may be worthy of wmention in this place.
Many years ago, o inan whose habits were generally
correct, consulted mo on account of a g%oct, the -
sequel of gonorrheen. It was the only time in his
life he had transgressed in this direction, and he had
paid dearly in mental suffering. Furtf\er, he had -
n marriage engagement awaiting his cure ; but he
shrunk with horror from the idea of marrying whilet
there was a shadow of possibility that ho might pro-.
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