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As the pages will show, cases have been narraited Such cases are often a severe ta% on the patienoe
where the method had failed, not only in preserving and ingenuity of the practitioner. The patient
limb, but life also, because it had not been tinely must be inspired with implicit confidence in i
enough called into requisition. medical adviser. Without such confidence, treat-

"I do not know that the sane pra,:tice (incision ment will be likely tu prove nugatory. With it, a
of the dermis and fascia, for the relief of tensin, mere placebo will often suffice. In other cases, the
and for the purpose of ciîrating bloodyt and serctis most nauseous doses and the must painful applica-
e;:trarasata-speedily te becomne septic) in crushed tions are required.
limbs, had ever been promulgated before, and My reader have heard the story of thenhpoethn-
would be thankful to the reviewer to be informed driac lady who believed she had swallowed a sauke,
where I could ;et this information (of oliler sur- and whose physician, unable te reason her out of
geons having acted also upon the same theories'). the delusion, admitted it as a fact, and treated her
That injured limba in such conditions, have been accordingly. Having procured a snake forthepum
incised by other physicians, I will not question; pose, lie administered an emetic, and during its
yet I claim that opemniss of wound and its enlage- active operation managed to introduce the reptile
ment Ensmediately or oou a fter the injurv, in the into the basin which roceived the contents from her
l',ngitudinal axi; of the member, for the purpose of stomach. It was a triumph for both patient and.
relieving the tension of fascia and cutis-due to doctor. The patient was cured, and the doctor
pent-up blood-which threatened gangrene, crysi- bore away the serpent for preservation in hi@
pelas, phlegmon, and pyamia, have not. as far as I cabinet. But alas ! he had scarcely reachedhis home
know, been before insisted on. This is the prrctice wien he wvas recalled. Having nome renewal of her
which I may be allowed to consider original, as well former feelings, the idea flashed on the mind of the
as that of incising bruised linbs without brcach of pour woman that the serpent had left a fanily of
surface, for the above-mentioned indications. you ng vipers within her, and she wa likely to be

"Next, the reviewer appears to have misunder- as ill as ever. Upon this the doctor submitted the
stood the tenor of my remarks in regard to gnnshot animal to the inspection of an eminent naturalist,
wounds. I suggested similar incisions (in the lony 1 who prononnced it a male ; and with that assurance
axis oi the limb) in these cases, but did not inean the patient was permanent!y relieved.
that the track of the iroumd made by the bullet, The cure of persons thus rocked on the outer
sùwnld be sAl open, as had been doue by other sur- eddies of the whirlpool of insanity is very uncertain.
geons. If ill success had followed this procedure, The cause remîaining, whatever that nay be, the
nvolvmng the section of fascie and amuscles in every effect is liable to return in sone otlier fora. A

direction, the longitudinal incisions will be found fe- years ago I was consulted atssjy office by aman
not only harnless, but serving an important indi- of soulo intelligence, whose neck and face were
cation-that of relieving tense tissues, and giving covered with boils. This resulted froms a disease
frea exit to primary and subsequent extravasation. with which lie had been inocuiated by wearing the
They were not proposed with the view of facilitating shirt of a person infected with syphilis. His wife,
the extraction of the bullet or other foreign mate- with whomî hie lhlad had trouble, and froni wirhom he
rial, but niainly for the purpose of obviating the was now separated, hai giveni him the shirt with
direful effects which tension of the fasciie and con- evil p.urpose, acter it had been waslied and laid
fined blood and scrun are inducing." away in his drawer. Such was his story. There

Every practitioner should obtain and read this iwas no objection in tlhis case to at llat contradiction

work carefully, as the conservative measures which cf the silly notion, as the sores would heal in due
timo. whatever luis f-lly. W'hen they had se far

are advocated require still further elucidation and helaled as te bc no more a source of discomfort, he
confirmation, which can only be done by practi- camie in one day greatly excited Ly the discovery of
tioners giving the result of their practice in tihis some blotcies on the skin, not visible te other oyez
really great advancement in surgical science. than his owin. Next, his tongue was discased, and

then somsethig was wrong with his nue and oyez.
0àa Finally lie called imuch distressed te show mie hia

ON BOME OF THE CAUSES OF INSANITY IN cars, which stood out froin his head in an unnatural
position. For six mionths the poor fellow was a0ALIFORNIA. prey te such torhurcs. But, thougli the original
hallucination continued, it cesed at length to de-

By HENRY GIBBON, M. 1. velope any external manifestations. He is now In
the enjoynent of good health. But the Shirt of

In a former paper I refe red te the powerful effect Nessus is alway present in his imagination, and he
Of attention, directed to a part of the body which is watches constantly for sone poisonous effects.

suspected of being the seet of disease, in disturbing One of ny carliest lessons on the pernicious in-
healthy innervation and creating disease in the fluence which the mind is c4pable of exeri,' ' on
suspected part ; or creaoing norbid impressions at the body, nay be worthy of mention in this.place.
least, cf hypochondriao character. Patients thuts 1 Many yeara ago, a mau whose habits were generally
afcted cannot be reasoned out of their illusions. correct, cousu ted nie on accouant of a gleet, the
They-must be humored, se te speak-like real mad- sequel of gonorrheen. It was the only time in his
men. Their fancied ailments must be acknowledged life he had transgressed in this direction and he had
and prescribed for. And yet the treatnmiia must paid dearly in mental suffering. Further, he had
be such as te divert the patient's attention as nich a mnarriage engagement awaiting lis cure; but he
as possible from the part affected. It is «not always shrunk with horror froin the idea of marrying *ilst
esY ta accomplish both these purposes at once. thera was a shadow of possibility that he nught proý-


