
O3 anadian Journal of M1edicine and Surgery.

of men left the London hospitals before their timie wvas coinipleted
to obtaiin degrei3s ini Scotland, Ireland, or elsewhiere. fin short,
the systeim of education forty year-s ago in the London inedical
schools, as far as there wvas any systein, wvas designed to ena ble
men to, qualify at the Collegme and Hall, or at, the two Collegecs,
as soon as possible-this eould then be donc in four yenrs, or just
under-and not to, encourage work for the UJniversity of Lonidon
degree.

0f course, I arn -%vell, aware that sonie very good -work was
done, more especially in mnedicine and suirger-y; but in obstetric,-
and gynieceoloo7 the practice and instruction w'ere, aliko insuf-
ficient. It must be remnembered, Mihen rcferring to the miedical
education of forty years ago, that those were the days of the
linseed-ineal poultice (in the surgical wards), antiseptics w'verc
just beginning to be used, the elinical thermiometer a.ppeared on
tho scene, together wvith- thel- laryngoscope and the ophthahnoseope.
The clinical teachingr was then, I suppose, nothing like so sy)ste--
mnatie as it is now, but some of the lecturing ivas most excellent.
I miglit refer to, the lecturing of the late Sir Johin Sinion, then
Mr. Simon, on pathology at my old sehool of St. Thomnas's. 1le
used to lecture to, perhaps. hardly a score of students. It would
have been of immense advantage if lie could bave lectu-red to
every mnedical student in Londoin. A man of hiis leai-niing and
intellect wvas, in a way, ahnost wasted down iii the old Surrey
G'ardens, but tiiere 'as no attempt at concentration of professional,
studies in those days. If I were asked, In whuat, respect do you
think thie maedical education of forty years a go wvas niosb, deficien t
I should, without hesitation, say it wvas deèficient in thiree par-
ticulars: (1) preliminarv exa-minations; (2) obstetrie -Mecine~;
and (3) the administration of anesthietics; aý,ind if I w,-re askred
to-day the same question, I shôuld give precisely the same answer.

lMEFDICAL-r EDUrCATIoN 0F To1ý-DA.Y.

.Y\ow I have referred to tho regulations of the past,, I will
briefly consider those of to-day and note the improvemeints th at
have been effeeted. I may then, perhaps, venture to, forecast
whiit furüher advances may be made, not only in the interest of
the medical student, but also to the advantage, of the wvhole co:n-
munity. ]3y the regulations of the General Medical Council ilo
person can be registered as a medical or dental student '1vo as
not attained the age of sixteen years; soine, a great; many, think
the age oughit te be seventeen years. I arn one of those. Further,
no person eau-be -all'ied to règister unless he or she shahl hiave
prevîously passed a recognized preliminary examination in the
subjeets of general education. The period of professional study
between the date of registration as a medical student and the
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