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VALEDICTORY ADDRESS.

Delivered on behalf of the
Medical Faculty of Bishop’s College
to the Graduating Class of 1883,
By
A. LAPTHORN SmITH, B.A.,, M.D., M.R.C.S, Enc,,
Professor of Botany.
GENTLEMEX GRADUATES i

The Faculty has this year conferred upon me
the honor of addressing some farewell words on
their behalf, to you, the gentlemen of the Gradu-
ating Class of 1885. I shall not detain you long,
for I am well aware of your impatience to set loose
your hopeful barques upon the flowing tide which
is about to bear you on to fame and fortune, in
that near future on which ¥ou have so “often
looked with dreaming, longing eyes. Iam glad to
have the pleasure of being the first to congratulate
you on your success and to welcome you tothe
ranks of the profession,

In the remarks which I am about to make I
would speak to you as those whom we have treated
as fellow-workers rather than as pupils in the past,
and who are now our colleagues and younger
brethren~-to whom we would, ere parting, give some
kindly-meant encouragement and advice. \'For,
owing to the somewhat limited number of the
‘students attending this young but vigorous school,
you have occupied an unique position, and had
unusual advantages here. Your professors have
become personally acquainted with each one of.
you, and your varying capacities -and needs, and
were thus enabled-to raise you when you fell and

strengthen you when you were weak. Some, alas!
who began with you, have fallen out of the on-
ward marching ranks, but this has been from no
fault of their professors, who sympathize with them
in their misfortune, and hold out to them the hope
that another years study will bring them up to
the standard which you have atrained.

Becoming, as you have, so well acquainted with
your teachers and with each other, you have de-
veloped a strong esprit de corps, for which this
school is noted, and of which we have frequent
proofs, by receiving letters from former students
now occuping high positions in different parts of the
Globe. We have "done the best we could for
you, in the time at our disposal, which was all tco
short to impart the immense and constantly in-
creasing mass of information, which every well-
informed medical man is bound to possess. We
have brought you this far, but you must continue
your great unknown journey through life alone,
and standor fall on your own ‘merits. You have
passed your final examination in tkis College, but
you have yet another and a longer one to pass,
which will begin with to-day,. and only end with
your life-I mean the great examination be-
fore the public. Butif you really have assimilated
the knowledge imparted to you, and which we
believe you to possess, vou need have no fear as to
the result. . .

I well remember the tay, nine years ago, when I
stood in a position similar to that you now occupy,
and the feeling of pride and exultation I experi_
enced, when I was welcomed by my late awe-inspir.
ing professors as a man and a brother, and a fu}l
life-member of our noble profession. ‘I may.
also tell you, in confidence, that I felt,“as yoy



